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Zain sponsors Kuwait’s 
first Electric Vehicles Show

Company showcased latest solar power solutions in its booth

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital serv-
ice provider in Kuwait, announced its 
main sponsorship of the Kuwait Electric 
Vehicles Show (KEV) titled “Green 
Kuwait”. The event is the first roadshow 
of its kind in the nation to showcase the 
latest electric and hybrid vehicles avail-
able in the Kuwaiti market and aims at 
introducing the role of EVs in reducing 
carbon emissions and mitigating climate 
change. 

Zain was present at KEV through its 
dedicated booth, through which the com-
pany showcased the latest solar power 
and photoelectric technologies in collab-
oration with its global partner Huawei. 
Zain introduced visitors to the huge ben-
efits behind solar and photoelectric inno-
vations in preserving natural resources 
and mitigating climate change. This is 
especially true as solar power is one of 
the best sustainable sources for renew-
able energy to charge electric vehicles.  

The Kuwait Electric Vehicles Show 
(Green Kuwait) is a special gathering that 

introduces the public to the latest EV and 
hybrid models available in the Kuwaiti 
market and features six local dealers that 
represent the biggest car brands in the 
world. The event also aims at gathering 
the public and private sectors to affirm 
the positive and active role of EVs in miti-
gating climate change and contributing to 
achieving carbon neutrality.  

Zain recently participated in the 
Global Digital Power Summit 2021, 

organized by Huawei on the side-
lines of GITEX in Dubai, with the 
aim of enabling organizations to 
seize the opportunities inherent 
in renewable energy by relying 
on digital technologies to achieve 
sustainability goals. 

Zain joins the global efforts 
that focus on digital energy 
business, where hopes are 
pinned on advancing digital 
transformation in the energy 

sector to eliminate carbon emissions. 
The company looks forward to the suc-
cess of these efforts that seek to inte-
grate digital and electrical technologies 
to generate safe energy, which is accel-
erating after the pandemic. The tech 
sector is currently looking to rely on 
safe energy, especially with the stage of 
economic recovery as a contribution to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

The telecom sector is taking collabo-
rative measures to be fully transparent 
about climate emissions resulting from the 
industry’s operations, and the sector has 

developed an industry-wide roadmap for 
climate action. The sector aims at achiev-
ing net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 
2050 and reducing carbon emissions by 
50% by 2030 in line with the Paris 
Climate Agreement. Zain is one of the 50 
telecom operators that make up more 
than two-thirds of mobile telecommuni-
cations companies in the world to reveal 
the impact of its operations on the cli-
mate, such as its energy consumption 
rates and greenhouse gases emissions. 

Zain realizes that the risks of climate 
change are an unfolding crisis that poses 
serious risks to the prosperity and well-
being of the region. The company is tak-
ing concerted actions in achieving its 
goals to reduce carbon emissions and is 
also committed in its operations to reduc-
ing its environmental footprint. 

Zain is committed towards initiatives 
that help reduce environmental impacts 
and is serious about playing a proactive 
role in building its operations, as well as 
managing its products, services, and value 
chain to achieve its goals related to 
reducing carbon emissions. 

The company is keen on aligning its 
actions with the recommendations of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report and with the goals 
of Paris Agreement, along with the rec-
ommendations of the Global Mobile 
Telecommunications Union (GSMA), and 
through digital transformation initiatives, 
expanding the reach of the list of services 
as much as possible. 

The company is working to unleash 
many opportunities offered by the 
Sustainability Developmental Goals 
(SDGs), and as part of these efforts, Zain 
was keen to be a member of the ‘Carbon 
Disclosure Project’ (CDP). The company 
took a decisive step in disclosing its cli-

mate impacts, energy consumption, and 
greenhouse gas emissions, and is now rat-
ed in this global project in Management 
Scope (B), making it the first telecom 
company in the Middle East and Africa 
region to achieve this rating in addressing 
climate change. 

KUWAIT: Zain and Huawei officials during the event.

Supporting 
efforts to 
reduce carbon 
emissions

Zain showcased solar power technology at its booth.
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The resource-rich UAE, one of the French defense 

industry’s biggest customers, also inked an order for 12 
Caracal military transport helicopters for a total bill of 
more than 17 billion euros. “French engagement in the 
region, active cooperation in the fight against terror-
ism and the clear positions we have taken have 
allowed us to grow closer with the United Arab 
Emirates,” Macron told journalists in Dubai. “And at a 
time when questions are being asked about other 
long-term partners, I think this reinforces the position 
of France,” he added, describing France as a “solid” 
and “trustworthy” ally that “sticks to its commitments”. 

Abu Dhabi’s Mubadala sovereign wealth fund 
also pledged eight billion euros in investments in 
French businesses, while the licence of the UAE cap-
ital’s branch of the Louvre art gallery was extended 
for 10 years to 2047. The Emirates was the fifth 
biggest customer for the French defense industry 
with 4.7 billion euros from 2011-2020, according to 
a parliamentary report. 

The Rafale order, signed on Friday while Macron 
met with Sheikh Mohammed at Dubai’s Expo site, is 
the biggest made internationally for the Dassault 
Aviation aircraft since it entered service in 2004. It 
follows the collapse of a multibillion-dollar submarine 
deal with Australia in September that left Paris fuming 
after Canberra negotiated a new defense pact with 
London and Washington. 

French Defense Minister Florence Parly called it a 
“historic contract” which will contribute “directly to 
regional stability”. The F4 model Rafales, currently 
under development, will be delivered from 2027. “This 
is an outcome of the strategic partnership between the 
two countries, consolidating their capacity to act 
together for their autonomy and security,” the French 
presidency said in a statement. 

By snapping up the fighter aircraft the UAE is 
eclipsing the fleets of Gulf rival Qatar, which has 
bought 36 of the planes, and Egypt which ordered 
24 in 2015 and 30 earlier this year. The new order 
will replace the UAE’s 60 Mirage 2000-9 jets 
bought in 1998, and comes 10 years after failed 
negotiations by then French president Nicolas 
Sarkozy. The Rafale has since made a breakthrough 
in the international market despite competition from 
American and other European manufacturers. It now 
has six foreign clients including Qatar, India, Egypt, 
Greece and Croatia. — AFP 

Macron tours Gulf, 
discusses regional...
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Kordahi criticized the Saudi-led military intervention in 

Yemen during an interview which was recorded before he 
became minister but was aired on Lebanese TV after he 
joined the cabinet. His comments angered Saudi Arabia as 
well as Kuwait, Bahrain and the UAE, which responded by 
recalling their ambassadors from Beirut. Saudi Arabia also 
blocked imports and Kuwait said it would limit visas 
issued to Lebanese, prompting fears that a Gulf backlash 
could endanger the interests of millions of expatriates liv-
ing in Arab states of the oil-rich Gulf. 

The standoff marked a fresh blow for Lebanon, whose 
government was only formed in September after a 13-
month deadlock. After Kordahi’s announcement, Mikati 
called the resignation a “necessary” move. “It could open 
a door to address the problem,” he said in a statement 
released by his office, expressing hopes that a “page has 
been turned”. Lebanon is in urgent need of international 

aid, particularly from its wealthy Arab neighbors, to lift it 
out of the financial and political quagmire. 

Saudi Arabia is Lebanon’s third largest export mar-
ket, accounting for six percent of the country’s exports 
in 2020, worth around $217 million, according to the 
chamber of commerce. Following Kordahi’s announce-
ment, the plummeting Lebanese pound regained some 
of its value against the dollar after dropping to a record 
low last week.  

It was trading at about 22,000 to the greenback, mon-
ey changers told AFP, up from more than 25,000 just days 
earlier. But there was no immediate guarantee that 
Kordahi’s resignation would improve Lebanon’s ties with 
Gulf states which have grown increasingly strained in 
recent years due to the growing influence of Shiite 
Lebanese movement Hezbollah. 

The Iran-backed Hezbollah, which has seats in 
Lebanon’s cabinet and parliament, is branded as a terror-
ist group by Saudi Arabia and much of the West. Last 
month, Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister said that 
Hezbollah’s dominance in Lebanon, and not just Kordahi’s 
comments, had prompted the kingdom to cut ties. “The 
dominance of Iranian proxies... makes dealing with 
Lebanon pointless for the kingdom and for, I think, Gulf 
countries,” Saudi Prince Faisal bin Farhan said. — AFP  

Lebanon minister  
resigns to ease...
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The emergence of Omicron was the “ultimate 

evidence” of the danger of unequal global vacci-
nation rates, Red Cross head Francesca Rocca 
said. South African doctors said there had been a 
spike in children under five admitted to hospital 
since Omicron emerged, but stressed it was too 
early to know if young children were particularly 
susceptible. “The incidence in those under-fives is 
now second-highest, and second only to the inci-
dence in those over 60,” said Wassila Jassat from 
the National Institute for Communicable Diseases. 

In the US, two cases involved residents with no 
recent  internat ional  travel  h istory -  showing 
Omicron is already circulating inside the country. 
“This is a case of community spread,” the Hawaii 

Health Department said. US President Joe Biden on 
Thursday unveiled his plans to battle COVID-19 
during the winter, with new testing requirements 
for travelers and a surge in vaccination efforts. 

All incoming travelers will need to test negative 
within a day of their flights, and rapid tests that 
cost $25 will be covered by insurance and distrib-
uted free to the uninsured. Australia on Friday 
reported three students in Sydney had tested posi-
tive for the  variant, despite a ban on non-citizens 
entering the country and restrictions on flights 
from southern Africa, with multiple countries rush-
ing to limit travel from the region in the past week. 

“It ’s  quite a kick in the nuts ,”  said Sabine 
Stam, who runs a South African tour company 
and whose customers are demanding refunds. 
“Everyone i s  too scared to  set  a  new trave l 
date,” she said. In Norway, officials said at least 
13 people who contracted COVID-19 after an 
office Christmas party in Oslo last week had the 
Omicron variant - though so far they have only 
had mi ld  symptoms, c i ty  hea l th  of f ic ia l  Tine 
Ravlo said. — AFP 

Omicron variant  
detected in 38...
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end at 0806 GMT. The Union Glacier camp is situ-

ated about 1,000 kilometers north of the South Pole. 

According to NASA, a partial eclipse was also vis-
ible across parts of the southern hemisphere, includ-
ing parts of Saint Helena, Namibia, Lesotho, South 
Africa, Chile, New Zealand and Australia. The last 
total solar eclipse in Antarctica occurred on 
November 23, 2003 and the next one will not be until 
2039. An annular solar eclipse - in which the Moon 
obscures all but an outer ring of the Sun - is set to 
sweep across North America in October 2023, fol-
lowed by a total eclipse in April 2024. — AFP 

Total solar 
eclipse plunges...
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match in Jordan. Next year, they aim to travel to Argentina 

to take part in the tournament for little people. 
In 2018, a “Dwarf Copa America” was held in Buenos 

Aires, the first of its kind. The date of the 2022 edition 
has yet to be set, said Facundo Mariano Rojas, head of 
the Argentina-based international football federation for 
little people. This will depend mainly on restrictions 
imposed for the coronavirus pandemic, he said. “We’re 
also looking for financial resources to help the partici-
pating countries.” The matches will be played by seven-
member teams in indoor stadiums and on futsal fields. 

A key difference will be the size of the goals, fixed at 

1.7 meters in height and two metres in width, compared 
to the regular 2.44 by 7.32 meters. It was the Copa 
America that inspired Hussein Jalil to start up the Iraqi 
team in 2019. Other players come from Arbil, 
Sulaymaniyah and Kirkuk in northern Iraq, from 
Nasiriyah in the southeast, and the eastern city of Kut. 
Salah Ahmed, a 37-year-old forward, takes time off from 
work as a bike-repairman to attend. “Before joining the 
team, I suffered from society’s attitude towards little 
people,” said the father of one. 

Dwarfism is a medical or genetic condition that 
results in a stature below four foot, 10 inches, according 
to Little People of America, a support organization. 
Those with the condition, who refer to themselves as lit-
tle people, face several challenges when it comes to 
playing football. “Some players suffer harassment in 
public places and on the streets,” said Jalil. “But the situ-
ation is changing, football has given them more confi-
dence.” He pointed to other problems, such as finding 
football kits in the right sizes in the shops, so they have 
had to improvise. — AFP 

In Iraq, ‘little  
people’ team...


