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ROME: Representative of the Kuwaiti
National Assembly Fares Al-Otaibi urged
enhancing international parliamentary coop-
eration to tackle the immigration issues and
approve the international charter on immigra-
tion. The Mediterranean region and the world
at large experience the biggest wave of illegal
immigration since the World War II, he said in
a speech to the seventh edition of the Rome
MED - Mediterranean Dialogues. Otaibi, rap-
porteur of the Kuwaiti parliamentary foreign
affairs committee, made the speech before
quitting the session during the speech of the
Zionist entity’s representative. He regretted
that thousands of people who were forced to
immigrate illegally have lost their lives during
their pursuit of hope.

“Illegal immigration, whatever its causes
might be, has become a fait accompli which
results in economic, security and demographi-
cal impacts on host countries,” Otaibi pointed
out. Millions of illegal immigrants continue to
live in severe living conditions and suffer from
various types of discrimination, he said, not-
ing, that “this requires setting out on a well-
calculated process to facilitate the integration
of immigrants into host communities.”

“Otherwise, the world will definitely face
the biggest humanitarian and economic disas-
ter, which risks exacerbating the scarcity of

natural resources, and jeopardizing the food
and water security,” he warned. The Kuwaiti
MP urged backing up the global charter on
safe and orderly immigration as a way to pro-
tect the rights of immigrants and refugees and
improve their living conditions. He highlighted
the need for the international community to
share the responsibility for finding fairer and
more effective solutions that could restore
stability and security in the home countries
of immigrants, thus creating the conditions
for their voluntary return. He also called for
scaling up international support to the Arab
and Muslim countries that bear the brunt of
hosting the refugees who fled conflict in
their countries.

Migrants’ plight
Underling the need to address the root

causes of instabilities, foremost among which
is the Question of Palestine, he said the
Palestinian people are suffering the ordeal of
the Zionist occupation with millions of them
living in refugee camps over the past decades.
After reaffirming the supportive stance of the
Kuwaiti leaders, government and people to
the fair demands of the Palestinian people,
Otaibi left the hall of the meeting upon the
start of a speech by the Zionist representative
via a video link.

Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi had
opened on Friday Rome’s Mediterranean
Dialogue Forum (MED 2021) for sustainable
growth with the participation of several states
including Kuwait. In the opening address to
the event, Draghi — via video — said that
Mediterranean countries were in need of
cooperation and ways to address challenges
such as the migrants’ plight as well as inci-
dents such as the six-day closure of the Suez
Canal back in March. Bringing the focus to the
GCC region, Draghi indicated there was a
need to develop cooperation between the
Mediterranean and the GCC region through
various new mechanisms. He noted that events
such as Expo 2020 Dubai would help bolster
regional and international cooperation on var-
ious levels. He also brought issues such as the
Iranian nuclear issue, the situation in Iraq, the
political developments in Libya, Lebanon, and
elsewhere, saying that Italy would play its part
as a nation as well as the leaders of NATO in
its Presidency starting next May.

On the Palestinian cause, the President
affirmed that it was paramount to seek the two
states solution between Palestine and the
Zionist entity, implementing just decision to rid
the region from the source of ongoing tension.
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy
Sheikh Azzam Mubarak Al-Sabah attended

the event. He said that the MED 2021 was an
event of great importance, encouraging coop-
eration amongst participating states. MED
2021 will focus during its activities on joint

security and welfare, handling of immigration,
civil society and culture development in addi-
tion to issues connected with economy, con-
flicts, and sustainable development. —KUNA

Kuwait calls for charter on
safe, orderly immigration

Kuwait highlights need to honor fair demands of the Palestinian people

LAS PALMAS: Picture shows the grave of a Malian migrant toddler who died in March
this year after arriving in Arguineguin in respiratory arrest on March 16, in San Lazaro
cemetery in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, on November 17, 2021. —AFP

NEW YORK: The Second Session of the UN
Conference on the Establishment of a Middle
East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction concluded by
adopting final documents that would help in
continuing and framing the work of the confer-
ence in the future. In a statement to the press,
Kuwai t ’s  Permanent  Representat ive  to  the
United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
said: “The second session of the conference,
headed by Kuwait, wound up after five days of
intense and painstaking work, as several formal
and informal meetings were held before and

during the conference”.
The conference aims to establish a zone free

of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction to maintain peace and security in the
Middle East  s imi lar  to Lat in  America, the
Caribbean, the South Pacific, Southeast Asia,
Africa and Central Asia, Otaibi said. He added
that the conferees had adopted and completed a
working list that defined the procedures of elect-
ing a President and the voting process, as well as
how to establish subsidiary bodies affiliated with
the conference.

They also agreed on forming a working team

that would continue holding meetings during the
second and third sessions in the next few weeks
to prepare for the upcoming events due to be
held in coordination with member states, includ-
ing the Middle East countries, Otaibi noted. A
final “objective” report of the conference, includ-
ing a preview of the stands of member states on
WMD, was adopted after many discussions and
consultations during the conference, he added.

Ambassador Otaibi continued saying that the
Middle East Region has been suffering from ten-
sions and instability for centuries, in addition to
other conflicts since 2010, so establishing a
WMD Free-Zone is a must. “In 2019 we built on
the success achieved during the first session of
the Conference, headed by Jordan, and we are
looking forward, during the second session, to
make further progress for a WMD-free Middle
East,” Otaibi concluded.

Second session of UN conference on
nuke, WMD-free Mideast concludes

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to
the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
attends the Second Session of the UN Conference on
the Establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of
Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass
Destruction. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has honored
the first batch of special needs students from the
Kuwait Society for the Handicapped (KSH). The stu-
dents participated in a training program as part of a
partnership agreement, which is the first of its kind at
the banking sector level to be signed between the bank
and the society. The agreement comprises several ini-
tiatives and training programs allocated to students
with special needs including field visits to KFH branch-
es and departments. 

Acting Group Chief Executive Officer at KFH,
Abdulwahab Al-Rushood said in the honoring ceremo-
ny that KFH is always keen on fostering, supporting,
and qualifying various society categories including
special needs students. He emphasized that KFH
endeavors always to enhance its social role in a com-
prehensive and integrated manner to cover all society
categories and provide the most interesting activities
and services for special needs children. 

Rushood added that KFH social contributions are
some of the main factors to enhance the development
process, improve Kuwaiti society capabilities, address
main issues and enhance society efforts to build a bet-
ter future for all. He added that those social initiatives
reflect the positive attitude towards the significance of
enhancing the role of human capabilities to contribute
to the development efforts and assist the state in
achieving progress in various fields.

Rushood expressed his delight to participate in hon-
oring the first batch of handicapped interns in collabo-
ration with KSH especially that the ceremony coincided
with the International Day for Disabled Persons on 3rd
December each year. The honoring ceremony con-
cludes a training program organized by KFH to
improve the capabilities of the participants, drive their
creativity and innovation, overcome all difficulties, and
achieve their goals with the best possible means. 

He added: “We started our partnership with the KSH
last September to train and qualify this distinguished
group of disabled students. We were very much
impressed with their enthusiasm and dedication to
develop themselves and cope with the practical and
theoretical aspects of the training program. We are
looking at a highly distinguished and ambitious group
who are able to serve their country and themselves and
contribute to the achievement of Kuwait’s ambitions
and aspirations.”

Rushood indicated that KFH’s initiative to train and

qualify the persons with disabilities was a successful
step to merge them into society and practical life and
assist them in building a better future for themselves
and their families. He reiterated KFH’s permanent readi-
ness to participate and cooperate in any programs and
activities serving the interests of the disabled.

Rushood expressed his pride in announcing that the
human resources sector at KFH comprises a group of
ambitious disabled persons in various fields. He extend-
ed his appreciation and gratitude to all those who par-
ticipated in organizing the disabled training program
and making it a success. The program covered various
KFH departments including bank branches, human
resources, banking cards and others. 

Director General of the Kuwait Society for the
Handicapped (KSH), Dr Elham Al-Hamdan said: “With
the support, enhancement, commitment and dedication
of the employees of both KFH and the Kuwait Society
for the Handicapped our students were able to com-
plete roughly 100 hours of occupational training side
by side with other non-handicapped colleagues. Today,
we celebrate the great collective efforts extended by all
those who participated in assisting the disabled to
merge into society.”

She added: “We are very proud of cooperating
with KFH. Our sincere thanks, appreciation, and grati-
tude are extended to them for training a group of our
outstanding students, thus aiming to achieve Society’s
goals to provide care, education, and innovative sup-
port to the persons we serve. Also, it is one of the
essential factors to achieve the sustainable develop-
ment plan 2030.”

KFH is always keen on organizing special courses
for its employees to acquire certain skills to deal with
the ambitions of disabled persons e.g., the sign lan-
guage to deal with persons having hearing disability.
They are also trained on the rules and regulations to
deal with the disabled persons at branches and sale
points, give them priority along with the aged persons,
understand their needs give them assistance and pro-
vide them with all automated equipment, e-channels,
and technical support. 

KFH has facilitated all banking services and prod-
ucts for the disabled persons without bearing any addi-
tional fees or costs. KFH has provided a special branch
in each governorate for the handicapped including
appropriate car parking, wheelchairs, and other neces-
sary aids.

KFH hosts handicapped
persons in training program

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House and Kuwait Society for the Handicapped in a group photo with the
trainees.


