
ATHENS: Pope Francis yesterday blamed the
EU’s nationalist divisions for a lack of coordina-
tion on migration as he began a landmark trip to
Greece, aiming to improve complicated relations
with the country’s Orthodox Church. Francis said
that Europe was “torn by nationalist egoism” on
migration during a meeting with EU vice-presi-
dent Margarit is  Schinas, Greek President
Katerina Sakellaropoulou and Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, among other officials.

The European community “continues to tem-
porise” and “appears at times blocked and unco-
ordinated” instead of being an “engine of solidar-
ity” on migration, the pope said. Francis has long
championed refugees, and today will return to the
island of Lesbos, which he last visited in 2016
during the early years of
the migration crisis.

The 84-year-old’s visit
to the Greek capital is the
first by a pope since John
Paul II in 2001, which in
turn was the first papal
visit to Athens since the
1054 Schism between the
Catholic and Orthodox
Churches. Flying in after
a two-day trip to Cyprus,
the pope landed shortly
after 0900 GMT in the Greek capital, where
security was heightened over expected protests
by Orthodox hardliners among whom anti-papal
sentiment remains strong.

Strong wind offered an unexpected challenge,
with Francis coming down the stairs of the plane
skullcap in hand. “I ardently long to meet you all,
all, not only Catholics, but all of you,” he said in a
message before embarking on his trip, which
began on Thursday with the visit to Cyprus.

“By meeting you, I will quench my thirst at the
springs of fraternity.”

Francis is scheduled to see the head of the
Church of Greece Archbishop Ieronymos later
Saturday, followed by members of Greece’s small

Catholic community, which represent just 1.2 per-
cent of the majority-Orthodox population. Francis
flies back to Rome tomorrow.

High security 
Up to 2,000 police are deployed in Athens to

monitor possible disruptions by Orthodox hard-
liners, who blame the Catholics for the Schism
and the 1204 sacking of Constantinople during
the Fourth Crusade. Reciprocal excommunica-
tions exchanged between the two churches after
the Schism were only lifted in 1965. Authorities
have banned protests in the Athens centre.

Relations with the Church of Greece are much
better than they were ahead of John Paul’s visit,
Pierre Salembier, head of the Jesuit Catholic

community in Greece,
told AFP. But he said
there were st i l l  some
“known anti-Cathol ic
fanatics” within the
Church’s governing body.
The bishop of Piraeus
called the pope’s visit
“immoral”, according to
the union of Orthodox
journalists. 

‘Open arms’ 
During his visit to Cyprus, Francis condemned

“slavery” and “torture” in migrant camps, drawing
parallels with World War II. The Cyprus govern-
ment said Friday that 50 migrants, including two
Cameroonians stuck for months in the divided
island’s buffer zone, will be relocated to Italy
thanks to Francis.

On Sunday the pope will again visit Greece’s
Lesbos, a flashpoint of the 2015 refugee crisis
and thereafter, “as a pilgrim to the wellsprings of
humanity” to call for the integration of refugees.
The island’s sprawling Moria migrant camp, which
the pontiff visited in 2016, burnt down last year
and has been replaced by the temporary facility
of Mavrovouni.

With EU funds, Greece is building a series of
“closed” facilities on Greek islands with barbed
wire fencing, surveillance cameras, X-ray scan-
ners and magnetic gates that are closed at night.
NGOs and aid groups have raised concerns about
the new camps, arguing that people’s movements
should not be restricted.

Thirty-six groups active in Greece this week
wrote to Francis raising the plight of people in
the camps and requesting his help to halt illegal
pushbacks of migrants allegedly by Greek border
officers. Greece vehemently denies the claims,
insist ing i ts  coastguard saves l ives at  sea.
Addressing Francis yesterday, President

Sakellaropoulou insisted Athens “is making every
possible effort to prevent the illegal traffic of
people and their political exploitation”.

The pontiff is expected to visit the camp and
will meet two “randomly chosen” families, an offi-
cial said. “We await him with open arms,” said
Berthe, a Cameroonian asylum seeker at the
camp. She said she hoped the pope “will pray for
us to help us overcome the insecurities we have
lived, through faith.”

On Wednesday, nearly 30 asylum seekers land-
ed near the camp. On Friday, two migrants died
when a speedboat overturned near the Greek
island of Kos. —AFP

Europe ‘torn by nationalist egoism’ on migration

Pope hits out at EU migration
divisions at start of Greek visit 

ATHENS, Attica: Pope Francis (2L) holds hands with Archbishop Ieronymos II of Athens and All
Greece (R) during a meeting in the “Throne Room” of the Orthodox Archbishopric of Greece in
Athens, yesterday. —AFP

US school shooter’s 
parents charged 
with manslaughter 
WASHINGTON:  The parents of a 15-year-old boy
who shot dead four students at a high school in the
US state of Michigan with a gun bought for him by
his father just days earlier were charged with invol-
untary manslaughter on Friday. Oakland County
prosecutor Karen McDonald, in a rare move by law
enforcement, announced that James and Jennifer
Crumbley, the parents of Ethan Crumbley, each face
four counts of involuntary manslaughter.

“These charges are intended to hold the individ-
uals who contributed to this tragedy accountable
and also send the message that gun owners have a
responsibility,” McDonald said at a press confer-
ence. “While the shooter was the one who entered
the high school and pulled the trigger, there are
other individuals who contributed to the events on
November 30 and it’s my intention to hold them
accountable as well,” she said.

Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard said
the whereabouts of the parents was not currently
known and they were considered fugitives. “We’ll
have them in custody soon,” Bouchard said. “They
cannot run from their part in this tragedy.” Four stu-
dents, aged 14 to 17, were killed in the shooting at
Oxford High School north of Detroit and six more
were wounded, along with a teacher.

Ethan Crumbley has been charged as an adult
with state murder and terror charges. While school
shootings carried out by teens occur frequently in
the United States, it is unusual for parents to face
charges. James Crumbley bought the 9mm Sig
Sauer semi-automatic handgun used by his son four
days before the shooting.

Ethan Crumbley was with his father at the time of
the purchase at a local firearms store and the
teenager posted a picture of the gun on his

Instagram account, writing “just got my new beauty
today” along with a heart emoji. According to
police, Ethan Crumbley recorded a video on his cell
phone the night before the attack saying he was
planning a shooting at the school the next day, but it
was not posted online.

That same day, a teacher at the school had
observed Ethan Crumbley searching for ammunition
on his cell phone during class and reported it to
school officials. His mother was contacted by the
school but did not respond to voicemail or email
messages.

McDonald said Jennifer Crumbley did exchange
a text message about the incident with her son that
day, writing: “lol I’m not mad at you. You have to
learn not to get caught.” 

‘Don’t do it’ 
The parents were summoned to the school on the

day of the shooting itself after a teacher was
“alarmed” by a note she found on Ethan Crumbley’s
desk, McDonald said. It featured a drawing of a gun
and the words “The thoughts won’t stop. Help me.”

It also had a picture of a bullet, a person who
had been shot and the words “my life is useless” and
“the world is dead,” she said. The parents were
shown the drawing at a meeting with school officials
and advised that they needed to get the boy into
counselling within 48 hours.

McDonald said they resisted taking their son
home and he returned to class. He later entered a
bathroom, emerged with the gun, which he had con-
cealed in his backpack, and opened fire. “The notion
that a parent could read those words and also know
that their son had access to a deadly weapon that
they gave him is unconscionable and I think it’s
criminal,” McDonald said.

“I am angry,” she said. “I’m angry as a mother.
I’m angry as the prosecutor. I’m angry as a person
that lives in this county. “We need to do better in
this country,” she said. “We need to say enough is
enough for our kids, our teachers, parents, for all of
us in this community and the communities across
this nation.”

Ethan Crumbley fired off at least 30 rounds,
reloading with a fresh ammunition magazine as fel-
low students fled. Students and teachers barricaded
themselves in classrooms, as they had been taught
to do in drills, and some escaped the school through
windows. McDonald said that Jennifer Crumbley,
when she heard about the shooting, had texted her
son, saying, “Ethan don’t do it.”

James Crumbley, when he heard the news, drove
home and then called the emergency line 9-1-1 to
report that a gun was missing from his house and
that he believed his son may be the shooter,
McDonald said. Involuntary manslaughter carries a
sentence of up to 15 years in prison.  —AFP

Moderate, hardliner 
MP vie for French 
right nomination
PARIS: France’s conservative party yesterday chooses
between the moderate chief of the Paris region and a
hardline MP with controversial views on immigration
to challenge President Emmanuel Macron next year, a
pick that will likely have major influence on the shape
of the campaign.

Members of The Republicans are facing a relatively
stark choice between Ile-de-France chief Valerie
Pecresse, who would be the party’s first-ever female
presidential candidate and presents herself as a voice
of moderation, and Eric Ciotti, whose views often
reflect those of the far-right.

They made the run-off after the first round of vot-
ing earlier this week upended expectations, with the
favourites ex-minister Xavier Bertrand and former EU
Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier both knocked out.
Predictions are fraught with uncertainty as there has
been no polling among the almost 140,000 party
members who will pick the candidate. But analysts say

Pecresse has the edge after both Barnier and Bertrand
pledged her their support after losing.

The resul t  is  being keenly watched by the
Elysee. While all opinion polls have predicted cen-
trist Macron should win the election, the emer-
gence of a strong candidate on the traditional right
who gains momentum during the campaign would
be a major factor.

The campaign has so far been waged on the right,
with Macron’s government ticking rightwards over the
last months with tough rhetoric on immigration and
preserving France’s secular system. The Republicans
failed to make the run-off in 2017, after its candidate
Francois Fillon was felled by a graft scandal.

But the party, out of power since 2012, makes much
of its status as the inheritor of the presidencies of
Nicolas Sarkozy and Jacques Chirac as well as post-
war leader Charles de Gaulle. The winner will be
announced at 1330 GMT by party leader Christian
Jacob, half an hour after the electronic voting closes.

‘I can beat Macron’ 
Pecresse is betting that rightwing voters are ready

for her brand of conservatism that focuses on econom-
ic rigour as much as law and order concerns. She has
promised to “restore French pride” with a programme
of budget cuts, immigration curbs, a defence of “family

values” and a crackdown on crime and insecurity.
“I bring a programme of real change as France has

no more time to lose after Macron’s term which has
damaged and divided France so much,” Pecresse said
after making the second round. “I am the only person
who can beat Emmanuel Macron. I am a woman who
wins and acts,” she added. Ciotti, meanwhile, has long
argued for radical policy “disruptions” to protect a
France he deems at risk of losing its identity from
immigration and economic decline.

‘French Guantanamo’ 
Vowing to crack down on insecurity and the

Islamist jihadist attacks that have rocked the country
in recent years, Ciotti has warned of a “war of civilisa-
tions” and promises a “French Guantanamo” to hold
suspected terrorists.

His rhetoric has sometimes echoed that of the far-
right pundit Eric Zemmour, who declared his candida-
cy this week. Ciotti said he would vote for Zemmour in
a run-off against Macron. The announcement of the
Republicans candidate will mean that the main con-
tours for the April 2022 election are largely set.

Macron has yet to declare but it widely expected
to seek re-election. Analysts believe he may wait sev-
eral more weeks before showing his hand to stay
above the fray of day-to-day politics. His main rival in

the 2017 election, far-right leader Marine Le Pen is
standing again, while Zemmour’s candidacy is a wild
card move that could yet have a major impact or sim-
ply fizzle out. The left remains mired in disunity and
communication problems, with the campaigns of the
Socialist candidate, Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo, and
Green candidate Yannick Jadot failing to make an
impact. Both risk being outpolled by far-left leader
Jean-Luc Melenchon. —AFP

US nurse who raped 
disabled patient 
jailed for 10 years 
LOS ANGELES: A nurse who raped and
impregnated a severely disabled woman in
his care has been jailed for 10 years in the
US state of Arizona, local media reported
Friday. Nathan Sutherland admitted sexually
abusing his then-29-year-old patient at the
facility in Phoenix, where she had been cared
for since she was three.

The victim, who has not been named, suf-
fers from significant mental disability due to
seizures early in her childhood, her family
has said. “She does not speak but has some
ability to move her limbs, head and neck,” a
statement issued through their attorney said.
“Their daughter responds to sound and is
able to make facial gestures. The important
thing is that she is a beloved daughter, albeit
with significant intellectual disabilities.”

A healthy baby was born as a result of the
assault in December 2019. Staff at the health
care center said they were unaware that the
young woman was pregnant until the time of
her delivery. DNA samples of male employ-
ees at the care facility revealed Sutherland
was the father.

He initially denied responsibility, but later
confessed. Sutherland, who had worked at the
institution since 2012, was jailed for 10 years
on Thursday by a Phoenix court. He will also
be subject to lifetime supervision and will be
registered as a sex offender. —AFP
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PARIS: Les Republicains (LR) right-wing party’s head of
the Ile-de-France region and candidate for the 2022 presi-
dential election Valerie Pecresse (C) celebrates flanked by
the party’s President Christian Jacob (R) and second
placed candidate Eric Ciotti (L) after won LR’s primary in
Paris yesterday. —AFP

UNDEFINED: This handout image released by the US
Marshals via Twitter on December 3, 2021 shows a
wanted poster for Jennifer Crumbley. —AFP
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