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Muhammad Malhas, 76, sits at his flight simulator cockpit at his home in Jordan’s capital Amman. Muhammad Malhas, 76, operates his flight simulator cockpit. —AFP photos

Muhammad Malhas, 76, operates his flight simulator
cockpit.

Muhammad Malhas (left), 76, sits at his flight simula-
tor cockpit.

Muhammad Malhas, 76, sits at his flight simulator
cockpit.

Muhammad Malhas, 76, speaks during an interview
with AFP.

Jordanian Muhammad Malhas has long har-
bored dreams of being a pilot. Now at 76
years old, he’s soaring above the clouds in a

cockpit he built in his basement. “Since the begin-
ning of time, man has been watching the birds in
the sky, and dreaming of flying freely,” Malhas told
AFP. As a boy, he enjoying flying his kite and won-
dering how something so flimsy made of paper
could soar so high. “It was then the desire and love
of flying began to obsess me,” he added, sitting in
the flight simulator, a replica of the cockpit of a
Boeing 737-800, which he has spent three years
building from scrap and secondhand items.

“My heart was always hanging in the sky, and
my dream was to become a pilot, but circum-
stances did not allow it,” he said. He graduated in
hospital management from a London university in
1969, and went to work with his father at the
Amman hospital the family had founded. But
Malhas kept his dreams alive, devouring books on
aviation, aircraft engineering and guides to learning
how to fly. He even joined the Royal Jordanian Air
Academy in 1976, rising before dawn to take flying
lessons in a small Piper aircraft, before heading to
work. He obtained his license two years later. For
almost a decade he was a member of the Jordanian
Gliding Club, taking to the skies every weekend.

And by 2006, he was flying virtually thanks to
flight software he downloaded on his computer. He

joined a global network of flight simulator fans,
where they could fly in almost real conditions
directed by an air traffic controller. “We were a
group of about 30 to 40 friends, aviation enthusi-
asts from different countries chatting about flying
virtually in our spare time. “We used to fly to
Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad... even Britain and the
US. Sometimes we sat for six hours on computers
as if we were flying real flights,” he told AFP.

The joy of flying 
Now retired, his life-long passion has taken a

new spin. Sat in front of three large screens,
equipped with switches and indicators, in his
homemade cockpit, Malhas has the world at his
fingertips. All the parts were bought at local mar-
kets. The chairs were originally part of a bus. The
screens show pictures of clouds and sky above,
rivers, forests and deserts below. He can even
choose what the weather outside is like. The work
took three years, with the help of friends who are
electronic engineers. And it cost around six thou-
sand dinars ($8,400). His friend Ahmed Fares, 25,
helped installing switches and indicators which
“respond to the conditions of the plane, so that it
looks like a real plane flying”. Sometimes his wife
joins Malhas in the cockpit. “I think it is amazing to
fly while sitting at home and to feel the joy of fly-
ing around the world,” he said. —AFP

Jordanian flies the world from 
homemade basement cockpit

Alec Baldwin said he does not feel guilty
for the death of Halyna Hutchins on the
set of “Rust,” as he explained that he

started cocking the gun that killed the cine-
matographer but did not pull the trigger. “I feel
that someone is responsible for what happened
and I can’t say who that is. But I know it’s not
me,” the US actor told ABC in his first major
interview since the on-set tragedy in New
Mexico in October. “I
mean, I honest to
God, if I felt that I
was responsible, I
might have killed
myself,” he said in the
interview broadcast
Thursday. Baldwin
was rehearsing a
scene on the low-
budget Western when
the Colt .45 he was
brandishing dis-
charged a live round
that struck Hutchins
and director Joel
Souza, who survived.

The former “30
Rock” star said the criminal investigation
should focus on discovering who had brought
live rounds onto the set of “Rust.” “I don’t have
anything to hide,” he said. Describing the inci-
dent in detail, Baldwin said he had been told
the gun was “cold”-industry lingo for a firearm
containing no live ammunition-and had been
instructed by Hutchins to point the gun in her
direction as she prepared to film the scene. “I
let go of the hammer. Bang. The gun goes off,”

he said. “Everyone is horrified. They’re
shocked. It’s loud. They don’t have their
earplugs in... the gun was supposed to be emp-
ty. I was told I was handed an empty gun.”
Baldwin said he initially thought Hutchins may
have fainted or had a heart attack, and was only
told she had been killed with a live round hours
later following a lengthy police interview.

He dismissed suggestions that live rounds
may have been intro-
duced on set as an
act of sabotage, say-
ing it was “over-
whelmingly likely that
it was an accident.”
Baldwin, along with
other people working
on “Rust,” is facing
two civil lawsuits,
while prosecutors
have refused to rule
out criminal charges.
He said he would be
“stunned” if Hutchins’
husband did not also
file a lawsuit against
producers, including

himself. The tragedy has sent shockwaves
through Hollywood, and led to calls for guns to
be permanently banned from sets. Baldwin said
he had been called a “murderer” since the inci-
dent, but disputed claims from some critics that
it was an actor’s responsibility to check
weapons. But, he said, the tragedy had changed
things for him. “I can’t imagine I’d ever do a
movie that had a gun in it again,” said
Baldwin.—AFP

The personal computer that
Wikipedia founder Jimmy
Wales used when pro-

gramming the online reference
resource 20 years ago is going
under the hammer, along with an
NFT memorializing his first edit
on the platform, auctioneers said
Friday. The Strawberry iMac was
the machine Wales “used for
development and research at the
time of the website’s launch on
January 15, 2001,” said auction
house Christie’s, which is over-
seeing the sale that began Friday
in New York.

The second lot is for an NFT-
Non-Fungible Tokens are unique
digital objects that confer owner-

ship through blockchain technol-
ogy-created by Wales of
Wikipedia’s debut onscreen
image when he posted the first
words, “Hello world,” Christie’s
specialist Peter Klarnet told AFP.
The NFT, presented in JPEG for-
mat, will be interactive, with the
buyer able to edit the page,
“which can be reset with a timer
to revert to its original state,”
according to Christie’s.

Part of the proceeds from the
sales will help fund Wales’s
WT.Social project, a “nontoxic
alternative” social media network
that uses an advertising-free
model. The two lots are for sale
online through December 15, with

Christie’s hoping they will sell for
hundreds of thousands of dollars,
Klarnet said. The new darling art
form for some collectors and
investors, NFTs have become
staples of auction houses and the
art market. An NFT of the World
Wide Web’s source code sold in
July for $5.4 million at Sotheby’s,
while the all-digital work of
American artist Beeple drew
$69.3 million in March at
Christie’s, an NFT record. Also on
Friday Christie’s announced the
auction of a bulletproof vest
worn by rap megastar Kanye
West during a party marking the
release of his 2021 album
“Donda.” —AFP

Italian tries to 
dodge COVID jab 
using fake arm

An Italian man who wanted a coronavirus
vaccine certificate without actually having
the jab tried to play the system by present-

ing health workers with a fake arm, an official said
Friday. Despite the realistic skin color, nobody was
fooled by the silicone limb, and the man-in his
50s-was reported to local police following the
incident on Thursday night in Biella, northwest
Italy. “The case borders on the ridiculous, if it were
not for the fact we are talking about a gesture of

enormous gravity,” the head of the Piedmont
regional government, Albert Cirio, said in a state-
ment on Facebook.

He said such an act was “unacceptable faced
with the sacrifice that our entire community has
paid during the pandemic, in terms of human lives,
the social and economic cost.” The fake arm inci-
dent comes ahead of a tightening of the rules
Monday in Italy for people who have not yet been
vaccinated against COVID-19. Since August, a
“Green Pass” showing proof of vaccination, recent
recovery from coronavirus or a negative test has
been required for indoor dining in restaurants, to
visit museums, cinemas, theatres and attend sport-
ing events.

But from December 6, these activities will be
restricted to holders of a “Super Green Pass”,
which is only available to those who have been

vaccinated or recently had COVID-19. The old
Green Pass was extended in October to cover all
workplaces, and remains valid for this purpose,
meaning the unvaccinated can still go to work by
showing a recent negative test.

The new restrictions-the subject of small
protests in city centers across Italy on most week-
ends-were introduced following an increase in
COVID-19 cases, exacerbated in recent days by
fears over the new variant Omicron. Italy was the
first European country to be hit by the pandemic
in early 2020, but is currently faring better than
many of its neighbors. On Thursday, 16,800 new
cases were reported in the previous 24 hours, with
72 deaths. Almost 85 percent of the eligible popu-
lation (aged over 12) are already fully vaccinated,
and this week the option of a booster dose was
extended to all adults. —AFP
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