
GAZA: Players in the Gaza Strip used crutches and
prosthetic legs Thursday to stretch, run and dribble
as part of the first-ever Palestinian national team
that hopes to qualify for the Amputee Football
World Cup. The team trained at the Palestine
Stadium in Gaza City under the supervision of the
International Committee of the Red Cross. The 20
players on the team were selected from among five
Gaza clubs for players who lost limbs. Player Hassan
Abu Kareem, 38, said his leg was amputated after
he was injured in a Zionist raid on Al-Maghazi
refugee camp in 2006.

“From the moment of injury, my life has not
changed,” he told AFP. “I continued with my ambi-

tion and great goal in life, and my goal is to repre-
sent Palestine and to make an achievement for
myself in the field of sports.” Red Cross spokes-
woman Suhair Zakkout said the players were setting
a new Palestinian standard after the first local team
began in 2019 with several players. “Today, these
players make history by forming the first national
football team for amputees,” she said.

Zakkout said the players were training for qualify-

ing matches to be held in March 2022 in Iran. If the
team succeeds, they will go on to the Amputee
Football World Cup, slated to be held in Turkey in late
2022. Fuad Abu Ghaliun, chairman of the Palestine
Amputee Football Association, said his group applied
to join the World Amputee Football Federation in
2019. Their candidacy was accepted earlier this year.

Friday is the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities. Coach Simon Baker, himself an
amputee, said he was working with players “in a
way where people see the football being played,
and not the person with a disability.” “We want
people to respect the players and see them for
Ahmed or whoever it is and not see them as some-

body broken. We want to make heroes of these
players,” said Baker, who founded the Irish
Amputee Football Association.

The Palestinian team is in the isolated Gaza Strip,
whose two million residents have been locked under
a Zionist blockade since the Islamist movement
Hamas took control in 2007. Ahmed Abu Nar, 34,
used crutches and said he was injured in 2018 by
Zionist forces who suppressed Gaza protests known
as the “Great March of Return”. “Before the injury I
was one person, and after the injury I became some-
one else,” he told AFP. “A new life began, new goals
began and new ambitions and new challenges, and
now I am achieving my goals.” — AFP 
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Coach Marsch under fire 

BERLIN: American coach Jesse Marsch was
under fire after RB Leipzig slipped to a third
straight Bundesliga defeat with a 2-1 loss at Union
Berlon on Friday with club chief executive Oliver
Mintzlaff saying “all options are on the table” to
halt the slide. After 14 games, ambitious Leipzig
have just 18 points and trail leaders Bayern
Munich by 13 points. They have yet to win away in
the league. “We need to take a long hard look at
what needs to be done, including the coach,”
Mintzlaff said after the game. “We are like any
other team, all the options are on the table.”
Marsch oversaw the last two defeats but was at
home recovering from Covid-19 as his charges ran
aground again on Friday. He took over as coach
from Julian Nagelsmann as coach for the 2021-22
season. “The team has a responsibility to him, and
they didn’t show that,” Mintzalf said. — AFP 

Goggia wins downhill title 

LAKE LOUISE: Sofia Goggia made a statement
Friday, launching defense of her alpine World
Cup downhill title with an emphatic victory in the
first women’s downhill of the season at Lake
Louise. Goggia, who is aiming to defend her
Olympic downhill gold at Beijing in February,
clocked 1min 46.95sec to beat American Breezy
Johnson by a whopping 1.47sec. Mirjam Puchner
of Austria was third, 1:54sec behind the winner,
while US star Mikaela Shiffrin made a lackluster
return to speed events with the 26th-fastest time
- 3.60sec adrift. “I knew I could win, but at the
same time I didn’t think it would be by one sec-
ond and a half,” said Goggia, who notched the
ninth downhill victory of her career and her 12th
World Cup win overall. — AFP 

Gloucester finally end run 

LONDON: Gloucester finally ended a run of five
straight English Premiership defeats by arch-rivals
Bristol with a 27-10 derby victory at Kingsholm on
Friday. The bonus-point success saw Gloucester
climb into the Premiership play-off zone as they
went three points clear of Northampton, who are in
fourth place. Bristol, however, remain in the bottom
three - although it has already been agreed there
will be no relegation from English club rugby
union’s top flight this season. “When I came in,
everyone was talking about Gloucester’s inconsis-
tency, and we showed a bit of that last season,” said
Cherry and Whites coach George Skivington. “I
think we have just started to kick forward a bit in
our game and build that consistency. You have to be
consistent in this league. “That is credit to the play-
ers. They solve problems together, they stay very
tight and there is no one screaming and shouting at
each other when things go wrong.” — AFP 

Kilde edges Odermatt 

LOS ANGELES: Aleksander Aamodt Kilde won
the men’s World Cup super-G at Beaver Creek on
Friday, cementing his return from injury as he
denied Marco Odermatt a second win in as many
days in Colorado. Kilde, who captured the overall
World Cup crown in the pandemic-shortened
2020 season, clocked 1min 10.26sec, bouncing
back from a failure to finish in Thursday’s super-
G. “It’s incredible! It’s also incredible to be here in
Beaver Creek with the fans back, crossing the fin-
ish line and actually hearing the fans rooting, it’s
amazing,” Kilde said. Odermatt, who was going
for a third super-G win in Colorado and also a
third straight race win in the discipline, challenged
his time but settled for second, three-hundredths
of a second back.  — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian players with disabilities, part of a football team organized by the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), take part in match in Gaza City on December 2, 2021. — AFP 

DOHA: Morocco beat Jordan by 4-0
yesterday in the second round of
group C of the FIFA Arab Cup 2021
held in Doha, Qatar. In the match, held
at Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium, Yahya
Jabran scored the first goal in four
minutes; Bader Benoun in 24 minutes,
Mohammad Al-Shaibi in 45 minutes
and Soufiane Rahimi scored a penalty
in the 88th minute. Morocco is on top
of group C with six points, followed
by Jordan (three points); Saudi Arabia
in third place, and Mauritania in the
last spot with no points. Saudi Arabia
played against Palestine later at
Education City Stadium. 

Syria2 Tunisia 0 
Meanwhile, Syrian national team

defeated Tunisia’s 2-0 on Friday in the
second round of Group B of the FIFA
Arab Cup 2021.The match, held at Al

Bayt Stadium in Al-Khor City, saw the
midfielder Oliver Kass Kawo scoring
the opener at minute four. Mohammad
Anz added the second goal at the
47th minute. 

UAE 1 Mauritania 0 
UAE defeated Mauritania 1-0 on

Friday in group B and the second
stage of competition in Doha. UAE
only goal was scored at the third
minute of stoppage time in the second
half. The match was held at (974)
Stadium. UAE is on top of group B
with six points, followed by Tunisia
with three points, Syria in third place,
and Mauritania in the last spot. 

Qatar 2 Oman 1
Qatar beat Oman by 2-1 goals in

Group A, advancing to the quarterfinals
of the FIFA Arab Cup 2021 held in Doha.

The Qatari goals were scored in the 32
and 97 minutes of the match, while Oman
scored its sole goal in the 74th minute.
Qatar tops Group A and advances to the

quarterfinal of the tournament. Iraq holds
second position in the group with two
points followed by Oman and Bahrain
with one each. — KUNA

AL-RAYYAN, Qatar: Jordan’s midfielder Bahaa Abdelrahman (2nd left) shoots a
free kick during the FIFA Arab Cup 2021 group C football match between
Jordan and Morocco at the Ahmed bin Ali Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

Morocco hammer Jordan 4-0
in FIFA Arab Cup

Man Utd’s job too 
good for Rangnick 
to turn down
MANCHESTER: Manchester United interim boss
Ralf Rangnick said he could not turn down the
opportunity to manage one of the “world’s biggest
clubs” as the German set his sights on potentially
extending his stay in charge beyond this season.
Rangnick has agreed to manage United until the end
of the current campaign and is expected to remain at
Old Trafford in a consultancy role after that. The 63-
year-old held his first press conference on Friday

after watching United’s 3-2 win against Arsenal from
the Old Trafford stands the previous evening.

Michael Carrick had led United on a caretaker
basis for the three games since Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
was sacked. But, after legal red tape delayed his
arrival, Rangnick, who had been working as
Lokomotiv Moscow’s head of sport, has finally been
cleared to start a job that was too good to refuse.
“We are talking about six-and-a-half months, one
third of the games, and we have agreed on a two-
year advisory deal. If Manchester United contacts
you for such a role you cannot turn it down,”
Rangnick told reporters.

“This is one of the biggest clubs, if not the biggest
club, in the world. I am excited to work with the play-
ers we have here. “I am well acquainted. It’s pretty
obvious the team has an abundance of young, talent-

ed players and experienced players.” Rangnick was
offered a similar opportunity to manage Chelsea on
an interim basis after Frank Lampard’s dismissal in
January. But he rejected that move because, unlike
with United, there was no option for a longer stay,
with his old protege Thomas Tuchel taking over at
Chelsea instead. “At the time, when Chelsea contact-
ed me, they only spoke about the option to become
interim manager for four months, without any
prospective for the long-term,” he said. “Here, we are
talking about six and a half months. We only have one
third of all the games played in the Premier League.”
Asked about the possibility he might replace
Solskjaer on a permanent basis if he does well at
United, Rangnick did not rule it out. “If we do well
and we stabilize, I might even recommend that we
keep working with me,” he said. — AFP 

Palestinians launch national 
football team for amputees

‘From the moment of injury, my life has not changed’


