
LONDON: West Ham beat leaders Chelsea 3-2 
courtesy of Arthur Masuaku’s bizarre late goal yes-
terday as Liverpool climbed to the top of the 
Premier League with a last-gasp winner against 
Wolves. On a day when all the contenders in the top 
flight are in action, champions Manchester City can 
claim top spot they win the late match against 
struggling Watford. 

Elsewhere, Newcastle won for the first time this 
season to clamber off the bottom of the table and 
give new manager Eddie Howe hope they can sur-
vive. Thomas Tuchel’s Chelsea had lost just once in 
the Premier League before yesterday’s match at the 
London Stadium and had conceded only six goals in 
14 matches. But Masuaku’s fortuitous late winner 
ended the European champions’ eight-match 
unbeaten run in the league. 

Chelsea led twice, through a Thiago Silva header 
and Mason Mount’s spectacular volley, but they were 
pegged back both times by a penalty from Manuel 

Lanzini and Jarrod Bowen’s strike. And with three 
minutes remaining substitute defender Masuaku, 
lurking out on the left wing, swung a speculative 
effort towards the Chelsea 
goal, deceiving Edouard 
Mendy as it arched past the 
stunned goalkeeper. “So, 
was it a cross or was it 
shot,” Masuaku asked on 
Twitter. “(Hint: I was as sur-
prised as you).” 

Tuchel bemoaned 
Chelsea’s individual errors 
and the “freak goal” that 
led to their defeat. “The 
schedule we play and effort we play, sometimes you 
feel tired, but you just need to accept it and control 
our risk management,” he told the BBC. “We hate to 
lose, we have to digest it now. It is not a perform-
ance to be mad about, but in detail we need to be 

better again. “If we won the game nobody would 
have given us the title and if we lose it I don’t think 
anybody else gets it this weekend.” 

West Ham, who had 
already ended Liverpool’s 
long unbeaten run this sea-
son, as well as knocking 
Manchester City and 
Manchester United out of 
the League Cup, consoli-
dated their place in the top 
four. But manager David 
Moyes urged his side to be 
more consistent. “I don’t 
see it as a statement, I want 

us to play these teams and give them a game-this 
week alone we have had the Champions League 
finalists (Manchester City, against whom West Ham 
lost 2-1) and Champions League winners. It is a 
good return from the two games.” 

Lastgasp Liverpool 
Liverpool left it until the dying seconds to see off 

tenacious Wolves 1-0, with substitute Divock Origi 
firing home Mohamed Salah’s pass in the 94th 
minute to take the visitors one point clear of 
Chelsea at the top of the table. The visitors domi-
nated possession at Molineux and had 17 shots on 
goal but Wolves battled hard to keep them at bay 
before Origi’s late intervention. Newcastle scram-
bled a vital 1-0 win against fellow strugglers 
Burnley to move within three points of safety. 

The decisive moment came late in the first half 
when goalkeeper Nick Pope spilled Joe Willock’s 
cross as he came through a crowd of players. 
Callum Wilson steadied himself before firing into 
the roof of the unguarded net and his strike sur-
vived a VAR check. Brighton’s Neal Maupay scored 
in the 98th minute to earn his side a 1-1 draw 
against Southampton, who had taken the lead 
through Armando Broja in the first half. — AFP 

Sport
Established 1961 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021

Newcastle win  
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this season 

WOLVERHAMPTON: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (left) heads the ball during the English Premier League football match between Wolverhampton Wanderers and Liverpool at the Molineux 
stadium yesterday. — AFP 

Liverpool top Premier League
Bizarre West Ham goal sinks Chelsea 

MADRID: Barcelona suffered their third home 
defeat of the season at Camp Nou yesterday with a 
1-0 loss to Real Betis coming just four days before 
their crucial Champions League clash against 
Bayern Munich. The Catalans dominated the game 
but it was Juanmi Jimenez who scored the only goal 
of the game in the 79th minute as Betis moved into 
third place in the table. 

 
Sevilla move second  

Sevilla reduced the gap to Real Madrid to five 
points yesterday by beating Villarreal 1-0 in La 
Liga, with Lucas Ocampos scoring the winner in the 
first half. Victory lifts Sevilla into second place, 
above Atletico Madrid, who played at home to 
Mallorca later, before leaders Real Madrid face Real 
Sociedad in San Sebastian. 

Villarreal have ambitions to challenge for the top 
four this season but they stay 12th after continuing a 
miserable run of form away from home. They are yet 
to win an away game in the league this season. 
Ocampos gave Sevilla the lead in the 16th minute 
after Juan Foyth was dispossessed down the right, 
allowing Marcos Acuna to swing a cross to the back 
post, where Ocampos’ header trickled in. 

Rafa Mir thought he had added a second goal 
but was offside and then Sevilla spurned an excel-
lent chance when they had a six against two on the 
counter-attack but failed to convert. Villarreal 
should have made them pay in the second half only 
for Moreno to miss a sitter. Dani Parejo’s chipped 
ball was played across the box by Pervis Estupinan 
to the back post where Moreno, three yards out 
with the net gaping, somehow wafted wide. — AFP 

Barcelona slump 
to 3rd home loss 
of the season

BERLIN: Czech Republic striker Patrik Schick grabbed 
four second-half goals as third-placed Bayer Leverkusen 
thrashed the Bundesliga’s bottom club Greuther Fuerth 
7-1 yesterday. With leaders Bayern Munich at second-
placed Borussia Dortmund in evening’s top-of-the-table 
clash, Leverkusen took the chance to trim the gap above 
them in the table to three points. 

Schick became the first Leverkusen player in the 
club’s history to score four goals in a single Bundesliga 
match. Hosts Leverkusen gave a masterclass in finishing 
by scoring seven goals from their first ten chances. They 
converted their first chance when French striker Amine 
Adli hit the bottom corner with just 12 minutes gone. 
Teenage midfielder Florian Wirtz then floated in a free-

kick which was headed home by Edmond Tapsoba with 
the centre-back completely unmarked in the area. 

Fuerth extended their German league record run to 12 
straight defeats but pulled a goal back Jeremy Dudziak 
profited from a mistake in the Leverkusen defense. 
Schick was then involved in the next five Leverkusen 
goals as the hosts ran riot. He set up Ecuador’s Piero 
Hincapie just before the break, then fired in four goals in 
just 37 minutes, with two off his left foot, one off his right 
and a header. Schick’s four goals means he has now 
scored 12 times in 11 games, two more goals than 
Dortmund star striker Erling Haaland. 

Only Bayern goal-ace Robert Lewandowski, who has 
14 goals in his 13 games, has scored more this season in 
Germany’s top flight. Wolfsburg crashed to a 3-0 defeat 
at Mainz ahead of Wednesday’s all-or-nothing 
Champions League clash at home to Lille. Wolfsburg 
never recovered from conceding a goal by striker mid-
fielder Jonathan Burkardt after just 68 seconds. They 
were 2-0 down after only four minutes when midfielder 
Anton Stach scored from outside the box.  To compound 
Wolfsburg’s misery, French defender Maxence Lacroix 
scored a late own goal. — AFP

BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Spanish midfielder 
Sergio Busquets (left) vies for a header with Real 
Betis’ Spanish forward Borja Iglesias during the 
Spanish League footbal l  match between FC 
Barcelona and Real Betis yesterday. — AFP 

Leverkusen thrash  
Fuerth 7-1: Schick  
scores four goals 

Leverkusen’s Czech forward Patrik Schick


