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PIDGIRTSI, Ukraine: For stray dogs and scav-
enging birds, Landfill No.5 outside the Ukrainian
capital Kiev is a treasure trove of trash, but the
mountains of overflowing and noxious garbage are
plaguing residents. Nina Popova, a 73-year-old
retired accountant who lives in the nearby village of
Pidgirtsi, says life there is a misery.

“It reeks. We’re all sick. We have heart problems
and difficulty breathing,” Popova told AFP outside
her modest brick cottage. Breathing heavily, she
added that her children “suffocate” when they come
to visit. Covering 63 hectares (156 acres), the
sprawling dump outside Kiev is one of the largest in
Ukraine and part of network of more than 6,100
landfills. Already at capacity, it was slated for clo-
sure in 2018, with garbage diverted to a new site.
But the new facility was never constructed and
trash is piling higher and higher.

The story of the site points to a larger problem
in the country. Thirty years after Ukraine gained
independence from the Soviet Union, it lacks a
functioning waste management system and requi-
site resources to tackle a garbage crisis that is per-
petuating public health and ecological concerns.

The president’s office concedes that most land-
fills are overflowing and fall short of safety stan-
dards. It estimates some 33,000 illegal dumps have
proliferated throughout the country. “It’s not a
secret to anyone that Ukraine is drowning in
garbage. And every day, every minute the situation
is getting worse,” then-deputy head of the presi-
dency, Yulia Svyrydenko, warned in September. 

‘Lever’ to halt climate change 
She made the comments at a meeting of local

and regional officials after President Volodymyr
Zelensky voiced concerns. But the problem has
much wider ramifications.

Globally, landfills like the one menacing Popova’s
neighborhood contribute to climate change as a
major emitter of methane, a gas 30 times more
harmful than CO2 according to the United Nations.

UN Environment Programme executive director
Inger Andersen in May said reducing methane was
“the strongest lever we have to slow climate change
over the next 25 years”.

To address the problem, Kiev introduced a law
in 2018 requiring households to sort waste to aid

recycling efforts. The order has largely been
ignored and just four percent of the approximately
10 million tonnes of household trash produced
annually is sorted, according to the presidency.

Added to that, there is only one waste incinera-
tor-dating from the Soviet period-to serve the
entire country of 40 million. It lacks capacity to
handle waste even from Kiev.

The crux of the problem is that Ukrainian
authorities are either unwilling or unable to pay
more to better process garbage, analysts said. Kiev
shells out less than 10 euros ($11) to process a ton
of waste compared to 100-170 euros in Western
European countries, explained Svyatoslav Pavlyuk,
executive director of the Ukrainian Association of
Energy-Efficient Cities.

‘It’s scary’ 
“This sum isn’t enough to actually treat waste. It

only covers its transportation to a field and its
placement in the ground,” Pavlyuk said. Yevgeniya
Aratovska, a 42-year-old economist, took matters
into her own hands six years ago, launching a small
sorting site in Kiev called No Waste Ukraine.

“I realised that a lot of people didn’t even know
that it’s necessary to sort,” Aratovska said.

Khrystyna Richmanenko did not realize how
much waste she was producing until she started
sorting it. “It’s scary,” the 29-year-old teacher
remarked. She added that there were no recycling
centers near her home or official instructions on
where to find one. “You have to look for yourself
how to do it properly,” she added.

More than 45 percent of Ukrainians say a lack of
recycling bins is the main obstacle to more sorting,
according to a November poll. Analysts added that
authorities should do more to raise awareness
among Ukrainians about the impact their waste has
on the environment.

Ultimately, said environmental activist
Kostiantyn Yalovyi, what was needed is a drastic
increase in funding to better handle waste. Even
though that investment would be likely to fall on
Ukrainians and trigger protests, the stakes of doing
nothing were much higher. “If today we don’t start
sorting and generally change Ukrainians’ attitude
towards garbage, the entire country could turn into
a landfill”, Yalovyi said. — AFP 

KIEV, Ukraine: Employees, surrounded by seagulls, work in a landfill in the village of Pidgirtsi near Kiev on October
13, 2021. — AFP

Drowning in garbage: Ukraine 
struggles with trash crisis

Mountains of overflowing and noxious garbage plaguing residents

               ENEKWE      DDECEM022ONNDED     202111MBER     

er

a

a

a

A

(9

     

atinv omc.estnvch@alsaf

om

arese

oc

any

.estatinvlsaf

an

.

omp-cestment-invatl-saf

estmentatinvlsaf

w alli, Beirut St, Hawerw

22 675 140

oat TAl-Saf

965) 22 

                                                                                                                                  

adedalue rue TV

     

A

     

TDx Ye Price Indel SharAl

               

Mar

iaia t Unless

6700.000

6600.000

6500.000

6400.000

6300 000

6800.000

7000.000

6900.000

7200.000

7100.000

7300.000

7400.000

arian

oort

V

els vlesupport 

ce ell f• All indices 

ts tchwhich wshoch

sed 5%,easesed

babalanc

incr

ebaMSCI r

memier• Pr

t SummeMark

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

6936.1400

     

ma

vious

ma

r

he

t r epresortesr

on f 

ethe mark

esult of f the Omicr

eached an

as a r

an rand eekt wlasduring

o theooprices due t

9% 9%

inallhe f

hil 9%easedalue decrvwhile

M olumet vemarkMaincing. 

um aluevandolumet vemark

yyy:mar

               

2021Jan2021Jan

     

AprMarbeF AprMarbeF

     

AugJulJunayM AugJulJunayM

     

pSe Oct ovNpSe Oct ovN

     

lele

7

while

su

and

6300.000

6200.000

6100.000

5900.000

5800.000

5700.000

5600.000

5500.000

6000.000

cDe 55675, nd

while7387387, dand

ance

s

att

l

esisrwhile

lesupport6936,

elsvlesupport 

rri t. Unless arianV00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

cDe

     

5880.tt 5808 andance atesisre

Mainan t 7606. Theance atesisre

emiere a 7000. Prt 6981 anda

6830, and6862,t 6918, els ave

as a w edonsiderc

vious 

s (no

t epresortes rethe mark

     

Western Canada 
sees record-high 
winter temperature
MONTREAL: A region in western Canada
has notched up a record-high winter tempera-
ture, just months after the country sweltered
under a historic global heat dome in the sum-
mer, boosting global concern about climate
change. Penticton, a city in central British
Columbia, recorded a high temperature of 72.5
degrees Fahrenheit (22.5 degrees Celsius) on
Wednesday.

“It is a record, or it equals a record, to be
very precise,” Environment Canada meteorolo-
gist Armel Castellan told AFP. Winter tempera-
tures in Canada had previously hit 72.5
degrees on December 3, 1982 in the southeast-
ern town of Hamilton, Ontario, Castellan said.

Penticton is a few hundred kilometers
southeast of Lytton. Lytton, which itself is
located 250 kilometers (155 miles) northeast of
Vancouver, gained international attention over
the summer for setting a new Canadian heat
record of 49.6 degrees Celsius (121.3
Fahrenheit) before being ravaged days later by
a fire that killed at least two residents.

The province of British Columbia also suf-
fered over the summer from the historic heat
dome linked to climate change that saw hot air
trapped by high pressure fronts over western
Canada and the western United States. The
heat wave exacerbated wildfires and claimed
hundreds of lives.

“Since September, we’ve had a lot of heat
coming in from the subtropics,” Castellan
explained. For the past week or so, an “atmos-
pheric river” has been raging across south-
western British Columbia, the third so far, he
said. Heavy rainfall has caused catastrophic
flooding in the province since mid-November,
which authorities have also linked to the
effects of climate change. —AFP


