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 News in brief

Tehran hopes to turn 
page in ties with UAE 

Iran slams France for selling weapons to Gulf states
TEHRAN: Iran expressed hopes yesterday to turn 
the page in its ties with the United Arab Emirates 
during a rare visit by a senior official from the Gulf 
Arab country. UAE National Security Advisor 
Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al-Nahyan arrived in the 
country earlier yesterday at the invitation of Ali 
Shamkhani, secretary of Iran’s Supreme National 
Security Council. His visit also included a meeting 
with ultraconservative Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi, state media said. 

The trip was the first of its kind since relations 
between the two countries were downgraded in 
2016. That came after UAE ally Saudi Arabia sev-
ered ties with the Islamic republic after protesters 
attacked Saudi diplomatic missions over Riyadh’s 
execution of a revered Shiite cleric. “Good relations 
with the countries of the region are one of the pri-
orities of the new government’s foreign policy,” 
Raisi said during the meeting, according to the offi-
cial news agency IRNA. 

“We therefore welcome the development of rela-
tions with the United Arab Emirates,” he said. 
“Relations between two Muslim countries should 
not be affected by the interference of foreigners,” 

Raisi added. Iran and Saudi Arabia, along with its 
allies in the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council, 
back opposite sides in various armed and political 
conflicts in the region, most notably in Yemen and 
Syria. 

But in the past months there have been signs of 
rapprochement as Saudi Arabia and Iran have held 
several rounds of talks aimed at improving ties. 
Shamkhani “expressed hopes that the visit... would 
be the start of a new period of relations between 
the two countries”, an official statement said. He 
also said he hopes it would “pave the way to the 
consolidation and overall expansion of bilateral 
relations”, the statement added. 

Earlier in the day, Tehran accused France of 
“destabilizing” the region by selling arms to Gulf 
countries, days after Paris struck a record 14-bil-
lion-euro deal with the United Arab Emirates for 80 
Rafale fighter jets. The UAE security advisor’s visit 
coincides with that of Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal 
Al-Meqdad, who met his Iranian counterpart 
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian yesterday. “We had a 
good discussion earlier,” Amir-Abdollahian said at a 
joint news conference. — AFP

TEHRAN: Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi meets UAE National Security Advisor Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan yesterday. — AFP 

‘New mechanism’ for driving licenses 
 
KUWAIT: Senior interior ministry officials dis-
cussed proposals and studies on a new advanced 
mechanism to issue driving licenses to residents, 
the ministry said in a statement yesterday. This 
came during a meeting Undersecretary Lt Gen 
Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah held with offi-
cials at the traffic department to discuss recom-
mendations on addressing the problem of traffic 
jams in Kuwait. No other details were given 
about the nature of the new mechanism or when 
it would be put in place.

Arms firms avoid COVID slump 
 
STOCKHOLM: The world’s biggest weapons 
manufacturers largely avoided the economic 
downturn caused by COVID-19 and recorded a 
growth in profits last year for the sixth year in a 
row, according to a report published yesterday. 
Overall, the 100 top weapons firms saw their prof-
its rise by 1.3 percent on 2019 to a record $531 bil-
lion, despite the global economy contracting by 
more than three percent. — AFP (See Page 8)

Suu Kyi jailed for 2 years 
 
YANGON: Myanmar’s junta chief reduced the 
prison sentence of ousted leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi to two years yesterday, after she was jailed 
for four years for incitement against the military 
and breaching COVID rules. Former president 
Win Myint was also initially jailed for four years 
on the same charges. Junta chief Min Aung 
Hlaing later “pardoned” the sentences of both to 
“two years imprisonment”. — AFP (See Page 5)

‘More lethal’ pandemic seen 
 
LONDON: The lead developer of the 
Oxford/AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine 
warned the next pandemic could be “more 
lethal”, urging better preparedness in a speech 
set to be aired yesterday. Sarah Gilbert, who is 
credited with saving millions of lives through her 
role in designing the jab, said the world must 
build on key lessons from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. — AFP  

DOHA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his wife Emine are wel-
comed by Qatari Finance Minister Ali bin Ahmed Al-Kuwari upon their arrival 
at Hamad International Airport yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: Turkey and Qatar yesterday 
raised the possibility of jointly operat-
ing Afghanistan’s Taleban-controlled 
airport, as President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan arrived for two days of talks 
in Doha. Afghans and foreign nation-
als fled the country through the facili-
ty as the hardline Islamist movement 
took power in August following two 
decades of war. 

But many are still seeking to flee 

the conflict-scarred nation, which is 
facing the threat of winter food short-
ages and economic collapse. “We are 
going to act together,” Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
told a joint press briefing with his 
Qatari counterpart ahead of 
Erdogan’s arrival. “Qatar and Turkey 
are continuously working with the 
interim government in Afghanistan to 
reach an agreement to open the air-
port (so it can function) normally,” 
Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-
Thani added. 

Erdogan’s visit comes as Turkey 
seeks to rebuild relations with former 
rivals in the energy-rich 
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JOHANNESBURG: Ebrahim Ismail Ebrahim, a vet-
eran of the fight against apartheid who spent years 
imprisoned on Robben Island alongside Nelson 
Mandela, died yesterday aged 84, South Africa’s 
ruling party announced. Ebrahim passed away at his 

Johannesburg home after a long illness, the African 
National Congress (ANC) said in a statement. He 
“was a longstanding member of the ANC, a patriot 
who served his country in different capacities with 
humility, dedication and distinction,” the party said. 

A largely unsung figure in the chronicles of 
apartheid, Ebrahim joined the struggle against 
white-minority rule in his early teens, becoming an 
ANC youth activist in 1952. His life followed the arc 
of the liberation movement - beginning with non-
violent protests, becoming a guerrilla fighter, get-
ting imprisoned on Robben Island twice, and even-
tually joining the democratic government. 

Known as “Ebie”, he 
was born in Durban on 
July 1, 1937. As a child, he 
saw his father get arrest-
ed twice for breaking 
laws that prevented 
Indians from travelling 
freely within South 
Africa. By the time he 
was 13, he was already 
taking part in liberation 
politics. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s passive 
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AL-FAW, Iraq: An Iraqi youth carries freshly-caught fish in this southern Iraqi 
port city on Oct 26, 2021. — AFP 

AL-FAW, Iraq: On the banks of the 
Shatt al-Arab waterway, Iraqi fisher-
men live in constant fear of arrest by 
Iranian and Kuwaiti forces for mistak-
enly straying across frontiers with for-
mer enemy countries. About 15 km 
from where the mighty Tigris and the 
Euphrates rivers merge and flow out to 
the Gulf lies the fishing port of Al-Faw. 

The port town has been on the front 
line of two wars that have shaped 
Iraq’s modern history - in the 1980s 
against Iran and then after Saddam 

Hussein’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. On the opposite bank of the 
Shatt al-Arab, the green-white-red 
flag of Iran flutters in the wind, along-
side portraits of Ayatollah Khomeini, 
founder of the Islamic republic, and his 
successor as supreme guide, Ali 
Khamenei. 

“We have a lot of problems with the 
Iranians,” said Abdallah, an Iraqi fisher-
man who preferred not to give his sur-
name. “If we cross the border because 
of the current, they arrest us.” In the 
past, the border along the invisible 
median line of the Shatt al-Arab has 
been a casus belli. 

In Sept 1980, Saddam’s forces 
invaded after scrapping the 1975 
Algiers agreement that aimed to put an  
end to disputes over the borderline.  
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