
RIYADH: The Gulf tour by the Saudi Crown Prince, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman Al-Saud will feature examina-
tion of a host of files and cement inter-GCC solidarity, 
according to prominent personalities. Fadl Al-
Bouainain, member of the Saudi Shura Council, said in a 
statement to KUNA that the Saudi leadership is keen 
on strengthening joint Gulf action and attaining opti-
mum integration among the GCC states for sake of 
regional security and stability. Moreover, Riyadh 
aspires to bolster economic prosperity in the Council’s 

member states. The Crown Prince’s Gulf tour is 
designed to bolster the joint GCC action, attain highest 
form of merger in various spheres namely in the securi-
ty and economic sectors. Additionally, his mission will 
affirm significance of brotherly-level meetings for 
boosting the inter-GCC relations, tackling challenges 
and unifying views toward various crucial files, he said. 

Bouainain elaborated, saying the Kingdom Vision 
2030, launched by Crown Prince Mohammad, not only 
focuses on the local economy but also calls for creating 
economic links with the neighboring states. The securi-
ty file, he has added, is a main basis upon which all 
development and economic objectives are placed, also 
noting that the GCC countries have been facing emerg-
ing dangers such as sabotage schemes. Meanwhile, Dr 
Ibrahim Al-Nahas, member of the Saudi Shura Council, 
said the tour is complementary to previous coordina-
tion among the GCC countries regarding key files that 
collectively affect the council member countries. 

Dr Nahas indicated that among the topics on the 
tables of talks with the officials due to meet with the 
Crown Prince would be combating terrorism and 
extremism. Moreover, he said, the tour will address “a 
certain mechanism to beef up the confrontation against 
the Iranian regime that continues to support terrorist 
organizations and groups, meddle in internal affairs of 
the GCC and Arab States, thus the need arises in this 
context to unify the efforts of the GCC states.” 
Furthermore, the Crown Prince’s tour emits a message 
to the global and regional communities; that the GCC 
states share concerns and policies at the political and 
security levels. 

Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman is kicking off 
his Gulf tour by visiting the Sultanate of Oman, due to 
its geopolitical role and status for tackling the Yemeni 
crisis — being a nation that shares borders with Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen. Mohammad Al-Jahni, editor-in-chief 
of the Saudi newspaper ‘Al-Bilad’, has affirmed that a 

main objective of the tour is beefing up the GCC coun-
tries’ solidarity. The GCC, established in the early 
1980s, comprises Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Oman, 
Bahrain and Kuwait.— KUNA
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Kuwait Amir receives invitation for 
United Nations conference in Doha

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at 
Bayan Palace yesterday an invitation addressed to 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah from Qatar’s Amir Sheikh 

Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, to participate in the 
fifth United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries. The event wil l  be on 
January 23-27, 2022 and will be held in Doha. 
Ambassador of Qatar to Kuwait Ali bin Abdullah 

Al-Mahmoud delivered the invitation. The meeting 
was attended by Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah, Amiri Diwan Undersecretary, Director of 
His Highness the Amir Bureau Ambassador Ahmad 

Fahad Al-Fahad, Director of the Office of His 
Highness the Crown Prince Lt Gen Jamal 
Mohammad Al-Dhiyab, and Undersecretary for 
Foreign Affairs in the Office of His Highness the 
Crown Prince Mazen Al-Issa. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of Qatar to Kuwait Ali bin 
Abdullah Al-Mahmoud. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah reads 
the invitation.
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 Gulf region, including the United Arab Emirates, 

whose crown prince last month visited Turkey for 
the first time since 2012. Simmering tensions 
between Ankara and its Gulf rivals escalated after a 
Saudi Arabia-led blockade on Qatar by Arab coun-

tries in 2017. Ankara backed Qatar in the dispute, 
and the two countries have grown closer ever since. 

Erdogan, whose country is reeling from a fresh 
economic crisis and is searching foreign investment 
and trade, said he wanted to use the trip to foster 
closer relations with all Gulf states. “We are in 
favor of strengthening our relations with all the 
Gulf countries,” Erdogan told reporters at an 
Istanbul airport before leaving for Doha. “The 
blockade and sanctions imposed on Qatar have 
been lifted as of the start of this year. Right now, 
solidarity is being restored among Gulf countries,” 
Erdogan said. — AFP 
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 resistance campaigns in India, Ebrahim attended 

speeches by Albert Luthuli, the ANC leader who in 
1960 became the first African to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

He tried joining protest campaigns, but the liberation 
parties would not let him because of his young age. As 
an Indian, Ebrahim initially was not allowed to join the 
ANC. He instead joined the Natal Indian Congress and 
became a delegate to the landmark Congress of the 
People in 1955. That meeting gathered activists of all 
races, pulling together a massive public consultation on 
how South Africans wanted to be governed. The result 
was the Freedom Charter, now seen as a foundational 
document underpinning South African democracy. 

As with many others in the movement, the 
Sharpeville massacre in 1960 changed Ebrahim’s mind 
about peaceful resistance. The sight of police shooting 
69 protesters dead pushed him to join the ANC’s armed 
wing. He was arrested in 1963 and imprisoned on 

Robben Island, where he studied alongside Mandela 
and shared a cell with former president Jacob Zuma. 

“In prison we were assaulted, starved, under-
clothed and exposed to bitter cold weather,” he wrote 
later in a memoir. “We were sworn at and humiliated in 
the most degrading manner. We broke stones and ate a 
measly meal. For years we were made to stand stark 
naked for long periods of time in an open courtyard, 
sometimes in biting cold weather. One of my close 
friends died of exposure.” 

Nonetheless, Ebrahim used his prison days to obtain 
two university degrees. After his release, he went into exile 
to rejoin the ANC. But in 1986 he was kidnapped by 
apartheid agents in neighboring Swaziland, tortured and 
then imprisoned again on Robben Island. Mandela tasked 
him with consulting fellow political prisoners on the talks 
that eventually led to the end of apartheid and the transi-
tion to democracy. 

Ebrahim was freed in 1991 and won a seat in parlia-
ment in the first democratic elections. He later served as 
a diplomat and mediator in conflicts including between 
the Zionist entity and the Palestinians, Rwanda and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as in Burundi, 
Kosovo, Bolivia and Nepal. In an interview with AFP in 
June 2021, Ebrahim said he was deeply concerned that 
the fruits of democracy had not been spread evenly, 
pointing to deep poverty and unemployment. — AFP 
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After the 2003 US-led invasion, Iraq and Iran said 

they wanted to return to the agreement, against the 
backdrop of growing Iranian influence in its Arab 
neighbor. 

Iraqi fishermen at Al-Faw, such as Tareq Ziad, com-
plain of “being harassed”. When their boats leave the 
Shatt al-Arab and head for the open seas of the Gulf, 
they often find themselves in Kuwaiti and Iranian 
waters because of the currents. The Iranians “put you 
in prison and make you pay a fine of $3,000. That is 
what happened to my brother a few days ago. He was 
arrested by an Iranian river patrol and he paid 
$3,000,” Ziad said. Iranian authorities, contacted by 
AFP, did not respond to a request for comment. 

The head of the fishermen’s union in Al-Faw, 
Badran Al-Tamimi, said they have “no support from 
the (Iraqi) government”. Kuwait also arrests Iraqi 
fishermen who “inadvertently” venture into the terri-
torial waters of the state, he said. “Yesterday evening, 

I went to the Kuwaiti border to bring back three fish-
ermen who were arrested. This week, I have been 
there three or four times,” Tamimi said. A Kuwaiti 
security official, on condition of anonymity, told AFP: 
“People seized in the border areas are handed over, 
in good health, by the ground forces, in coordination 
with the Iraqi side.” 

The fishermen of Al-Faw also have environmental 
challenges to grapple with. “We go out to sea for 
eight to 10 days and when we return, we’ve caught 
between 500 kilograms and one ton, compared to 
three or four tons 20 years ago,” complained fisher-
man Abdallah. Fishing expeditions have become 
much shorter and the boundaries are closely moni-
tored by Iraq’s neighbors. In addition, the price of 
fuel has shot up. 

As Iraqi rivers dry up due to drought and the con-
struction of dams in Iran and Turkey, so too does the 
amount of seasonal fish that locals relied on for food. 
And while the river waters ebb to ever lower levels, 
the Gulf rises. “We are seeing more and more marine 
species in the river as the water becomes saline,” said 
Iyad Abdelmohsen, a marine biologist at Baghdad’s 
Al-Mustansiriyah University. And “human activities, 
such as sewage and waste” that end up in Iraq’s 
waterways are causing “digestive illnesses, diarrhea 
and even cholera”, he said. — AFP 

Iraqi fishermen 
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NAIROBI: Rising sea temperatures and overfishing 
threaten coral reefs in the western Indian Ocean 
with complete collapse in the next 50 years, 
according to a groundbreaking study of these 
marine ecosystems. The findings, published in the 
journal Nature Sustainability yesterday, warned that 
reefs along the eastern coast of Africa and island 
nations like Mauritius and Seychelles faced a high 
risk of extinction unless urgent action was taken. 

For the first time, researchers were able to assess 
the vulnerability of individual reefs across the vast 
western reaches of the Indian Ocean, and identify 
the main threats to coral health. They found that all 
reefs in this region faced “complete ecosystem col-
lapse and irreversible damage” within decades, and 
that ocean warming meant some coral habitats were 
already critically endangered. 

“The findings are quite serious. These reefs are 
vulnerable to collapse,” lead author David Obura, 
founding director at CORDIO East Africa, a Kenya-
based oceans research institute, told AFP. “There’s 
nowhere in the region where the reefs are in full 
health. They’ve all declined somewhat, and that will 
continue.” 

The study, co-authored with the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature, assessed 11,919 
sq km of reef, representing about five percent of the 
global total. Reefs fringing picturesque island 
nations like Mauritius, Seychelles, the Comoros and 
Madagascar - popular ecotourism destinations 
heavily reliant on their marine environment - were 
most at risk, researchers said. 

Coral reefs cover only a tiny fraction - 0.2 per-
cent - of the ocean floor, but they are home to at 
least a quarter of all marine animals and plants. 

Besides anchoring marine ecosystems, they also 
provide protein, jobs and protection from storms 
and shoreline erosion for hundreds of millions of 
people worldwide. Obura said healthy reefs were 
“very valuable” and their loss would prove “a dou-
ble whammy”. “For biodiversity, but also all sorts of 
coastal economies that depend on reefs,” he said. 
Climate change posed the biggest threat to coral 
health overall in the western Indian Ocean, where 
scientists say seawater temperatures are warming 
faster than in other parts of the globe. 

Oceans absorb more than 90 percent of the 
excess heat from greenhouse gas emissions, shield-
ing land surfaces but generating huge, long-lasting 
marine heatwaves that are pushing many species of 
corals past their limits of tolerance. But along the 
east coast of continental Africa from Kenya to 
South Africa, pressure from overfishing was also 
identified in this latest study as another major 
scourge on reef ecosystems. 

This underscored the need to urgently address 
both global threats to coral reefs from climate 
change, and local ones such as overfishing, Obura 
said. “We need to give these reefs the best chance. 
In order to do that, we have to reduce the drivers, 
reverse the pressure on reefs,” he said. — AFP 
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TRIPOLI: Libya’s rival central banks said yester-
day they had reached a reunification deal, seven 
years after they divided as conflict tore the coun-
try apart. The original bank, which manages the 
North African state’s vast oil revenues, had been 
severed in 2014 when a complex civil war gave rise 
to rival administrations in the east and west. 

But yesterday, the governor of the international-
ly recognized body in the western capital Tripoli, 
Seddik Al-Kabir and his eastern-based counter-
part Ali Al-Hebri “agreed a detailed plan to launch 
the unification process”, the Tripoli body said in a 
statement. The meeting was attended by consult-
ants from Deloitte, which in July completed an 
audit of the two branches. 

Libya collapsed into years of violence after the 
2011 fall and killing of dictator Muammar Gaddafi 
in a NATO-backed revolt. A string of state institu-
tions including the central bank split in two during 
the escalation in 2014 that divided the country, 
broadly speaking, into eastern and western camps. 
The existence of two central banks has complicat-
ed the handling of Libya’s vital oil revenues and 
control over monetary policy, contributing to run-
away inflation and a liquidity crisis despite its vast 
crude reserves. 

But a ceasefire in mid-2020 allowed for reunifi-
cation efforts to begin, and even before the truce 
was formalized, Deloitte International was charged 
with auditing the institutions. United Nations 
envoy Jan Kubic delivered the completed audit 
report to interim Prime Minister Abdulhamid 
Dbeibah in July this year. The division has caused 
major financial losses and a spike in public debt to 
more than $100 billion, according to the bank. The 
reunification deal comes before Libya is set to 
hold elections on Dec 24 aimed at moving past the 
decade of violence. — AFP 
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All coral reefs in the western Indian Ocean are ‘at 
high risk of collapse in the next 50 years’.


