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News in brief

Society announces
30 scholarships 

KUWAIT: Director
General of Kuwait
Humanitarian Friendship
Society Khaled bin Sabt
said the administration is
keen on reaching its
goals for which the soci-
ety was founded, and
through one of its proj-
ects to support needy
families. He said that due
student fees were paid
for a large number of
students to enable them
to continue their studies and move to the next
stage of their education. He said that out of the
society’s keenness on the importance of educa-
tion, it has allocated 30 scholarships for needy
students, with 10 for each stage: elementary,
intermediate and secondary, for those who meet
the conditions. Bin Sabt thanked all contributors
for easing the burden on the needy.

Frontliners’ rewards
for six departments

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission
approved lists of frontliners’ rewards for six new
departments, raising the total of state depart-
ments whose lists were approved to 44. The new
departments are the Kuwait Ports Authority,
Public Authority for Disability Affairs,
Directorate General of Civil Aviation, Financial
Investigations Unit, Public Authority for Housing
Welfare and General Administration of Customs.
The lists were sent to the Ministry of Finance in
preparation for payment. 

Women’s role in
voluntary work

DUBAI: Kuwaiti women have played an out-
standing role in voluntary efforts on different
local and international levels, Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) said. This came on the
sidelines of the society’s participation in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Secretary General’s
pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai on International
Volunteer Day (IVD) on Sunday. Speaking to the
press in a statement, Asrar Al-Qabandi said that
female volunteers of the society made a distin-
guished example in voluntary action that shows
their love of this field. There are many female vol-
unteers in varied fields like medicine, engineer-
ing, law, education, and others, she added.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The fourth Smart City Forum 2021 was
held yesterday, focusing on the smart farming
industry this year. Various presentations were made
on smart farm project development, smart farm
business promotion policy, Korean smart farm tech-
nology, digital agriculture and machine, solar power
and smart city application cases among others.

Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Kuwait
Chung Byung-ha welcomed the guests and said the
Embassy of the Republic of Korea has hosted the
Smart City Forum since 2017. “Last year, we could
not hold it, so this marks the fourth forum. By host-
ing a series of smart city forums, we have shared
Korea’s experiences in planning and building smart
cities with Kuwaiti authorities and its people. This is
not just a one-way sharing of our knowledge, but a
two-way learning process. We are very pleased to
continue this meaningful event.”

Today’s session will focus on the ‘smart farm
industry’ in the context of smart city development.
“We will take stock of the current situation and
compare notes about challenges and advancements
related to developing smart farms, which I believe is
an important component of building smart cities in
Kuwait,” Chung added.

The concept of a smart farm is to provide opti-
mized cultivating environments for various crops,
which can lead to an improvement in production
quality and more efficient management of
resources. It should be with the application of cut-
ting-edge technologies such as big data, internet of
things (IoT) and so on. “It goes beyond the simple
automation of facilities. It minimizes the role played
by people and permits farmers to effectively control
all aspects of growing their crops. It could be man-
aged by mobile devices equipped with specialized
applications,” stressed Chung. 

Some countries were concerned about a food
shortage crisis due to logistical lockdowns during
the pandemic - smart farming is one of the most
competitive solutions to food security. Smart farm-
ing contributes to responding to climate change by
reducing the release of methane gas. “It will also
result in reducing plant diseases and improving the
quality of harvested goods with limited resources.
Consequently, it will lead to better income for agri-
cultural households. People can cut the use of pesti-

cides and other resources with accurate data-based
management,” he pointed out.

Smart farming involves advanced technologies,
following a training process that will give young
farmers and engineers a chance to learn the latest
technologies. “In Korea, the government is making
an effort to foster young agricultural experts so
they can rent plots of land for smart farming at rea-
sonable fees and be provided with low-interest
loans. I believe it could be a good food for thought
for Kuwait,” Chung said.

“I believe the smart farm industry will continue
to play a bigger role in the world as the world pop-
ulation grows, coupled with climate changes. Korea
has developed experiences in smart farm industry
based on its agricultural and ICT technology. I
believe that Kuwait and Korea could be good part-
ners in this area,” the ambassador said.

Korea and Kuwait have been working together in
designing and developing the concept of innovative
smart cities in Kuwait. “We believe that creating a
sustainable habitation requires us to take a holistic
approach. Smart farming is an essential part of
building a smart living environment here. Today, I
hope we will be able to share what we know and
even what we don’t know with each other. I am

absolutely sure that today’s conversations will help
us strengthen our cooperation and move us a bit
closer to our smarter and brighter future,” conclud-
ed Chung. 

Hamed Al-Shatti, the representative of the Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources, noted that the main goals of PAAAFR
are the development of the agricultural, animal and
fish resources in Kuwait through implementing food
security projects to reach self-sufficiency, as well as
focusing on production and sustainability of these
projects. This in addition to providing the appropri-
ate conditions to finance and invest by utilizing
investments opportunities.

PAAAFR is not limited to agricultural projects -
it also focuses on numerous environmental projects
through the rehabilitation of terrestrial and marine
environments by establishing protected areas and
taking the initiative to restore native vegetation of
areas affected by the Iraqi invasion, he added. “The
Public Authority of Agriculture also focuses on
forestation and greening urban areas to combat
desertification, as well as park establishments aim-
ing to reduce high temperatures, erosion and wind
speed to provide ecosystem services to the public,”
explained Shatti.

Korea introduces smart
farm technology to Kuwait

Khaled bin Sabt

KUWAIT: Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to
Kuwait Chung Byung-ha speaks during the Smart
City Forum. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Hamed Al-Shatti, the representative of the Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources,
delivers his speech.

Registration in 
‘TAMAKAN’ training 
program continues
KUWAIT: For the third year in a row, National Bank
of Kuwait (NBK) sponsors ‘TAMAKAN’ training pro-
gram for fresh Kuwaiti graduates, as part of its strate-
gic partnership with ‘Creative Confidence’. The online
registration for ‘TAMAKAN’ training program for
fresh Kuwaiti graduates continues through
https://www.creativeconfidence.co/tamakan/ until
December 28, 2021.

The program will start on January 18 until March 27,
2022. TAMAKAN is a full-time commitment program
that extends for 10 weeks, five days a week, from 8:00
am - 4:00 pm. The program is a full-time commitment.
NBK will be hosting the program and providing a real
business challenge that participants will work on into
the final stages of the training sessions. Asmaa Bin
Hussain, NBK Public Relations Officer, said: “We
encourage Kuwaiti nationals who recently graduated
from university and are currently unemployed, from all
majors to apply.” 

“The program helps participants gain real, relevant
experience and develop their skills,” she noted.

“Participants will get
exposed to the latest meth-
ods and tools that helps
them in designing solutions
and shaping ideas in any
field. After completing the
program, participants can
add this experience to their
resume.”

As for the process of
joining the program, the
applicants should fill an
online form and accordingly
if the candidate fits the
required profile, they will be
contacted via email and for an interview. Following all
interviews, the candidates will be notified of the results.

NBK believes in the youth of Kuwait and is very
keen and committed to support youth development. Its
partnership in this program reflects the bank’s beliefs
and effort in offering unique opportunities for the
Kuwaiti youth.

‘TAMAKAN’ program offers recent graduates a
unique development opportunity before starting their
first job. ‘TAMAKAN’ is organized by ‘Creative
Confidence’ in collaboration with NBK. ‘Creative
Confidence’ is a Kuwaiti-based consulting and training
company that specializes in creativity, innovation and
collaboration.

Authority holds event
to empower disabled
KUWAIT: The Public
Authority for Disability
Affairs held yesterday an
event dubbed ‘empowering
the disabled... a national
policy’ in collaboration with
Human Construction
Institute and Kuwait
University’s college of
social sciences in United
Nations house in Mishref.
General Director of the
authority Hind Al-Mbailesh
said on the sidelines of the
event that enabling people with special needs in the
banking sector in the past few years was quite fruitful
and goes accordingly to the Kuwait 2035 vision.
Mbailesh affirmed that the event would contribute to
boosting the role of disabled persons in society and
start dialogue about affairs and issues relating to the
matter.

UN Secretary General’s Representative and
Resident Coordinator to Kuwait Tareq El-Sheikh said
meanwhile that Kuwait is a pioneer in integrating
people with disabilities into society, especially in rela-
tion to digital inclusion and United Nations develop-
mental program. Sheikh also stressed on the necessity
of putting forth policies designed to facilitate the
needs and requirements of people with disabilities,
commending the role of those partaking in the event.

He reaffirmed intent on continuous collaboration
with the Public Authority for Disability Affairs to
highlight their ability on complementing the journey
of development led by His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The event came as part of
International Day of Disabled Persons’ activities aim-
ing to spread awareness in that regard. —KUNA

Tareq El-Sheikh

Asmaa Bin Hussain

ICSK-Junior holds
‘Smarticus 2021’ 
KUWAIT: ICSK-Junior successfully concluded the first
edition of inter-branch quiz competition ‘Smarticus
2021’ recently. Smarticus was an experiment in feeding
the soul with thoughts and ideas which were not a part
of the routine syllabus.

The theme of Smarticus was Kuwait-India, an endur-
ing bond of friendship. The quiz comprised of eight
rounds, addressing topics including personality, cuisine,
vocabulary, architecture to name a few. The participants
were the students of all the five branches of ICSK, who
were accompanied by their mentors. In her inaugural
address, Principal Sherly Dennis mentioned all the par-
ticipants as winners, since they were representing their
schools. Students displayed smart thinking and sharp
presence of mind. At the end of the quiz, the participants
and mentors were thanked for their propitious presence. 

The Chief Guest Secretary Amer Mohammed felic-
itated the winners and participants during the felici-
tation ceremony with prizes and certificates. He
encouraged the students to take part in quizzing as it
is a way to prepare oneself for the future. The win-
ners and other participants shared their views on the
Smarticus quiz.


