
Almost 50 killed in 
Sudan Darfur tribal 
clashes: Officials 
KHARTOUM: Close to 50 people have been
killed in the latest outbreak of tribal violence in
Sudan’s Darfur region, a government official and
medics said yesterday. The latest flareup brings to
around 100 the number of people killed over about
three weeks in Sudan’s westernmost region, which
has been ravaged by unrest for years.

“The violence began with an argument and it
spiralled into killing six people on Saturday and
then on Sunday more than 40 people were killed,”
West Darfur governor Khamis Abdallah told AFP.
The Doctors’ Committee, an independent union,
said that 48 people were killed in the Krink area of
Darfur by live ammunition. Krink is about 80 kilo-
metres (50 miles) from the state capital El Geneina.

Fifty people were killed last month in days of
fighting between herders, the UN said. More than
1,000 homes were also set on fire. That violence
broke out on November 17 between armed Arab
herders in the rugged Jebel Moon mountains close
to the border with Chad.

Darfur was ravaged by a civil war that erupted in
2003, pitting ethnic minority rebels who com-
plained of discrimination against the Arab-dominat-
ed government of then president Omar al-Bashir.
Khartoum responded by unleashing the Janjaweed
militia, blamed for atrocities including murder, rape,
looting and burning villages.

Paramilitary 
The violence resulted in one of the world’s

worst humanitarian catastrophes. More than
300,000 people died and 2.5 million were dis-
placed during the conflict, according to the
United Nations. Thousands of Janjaweed were lat-
er integrated into the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces led by Mohamed Hamdan Daglo, currently
the number two leader in Sudan’s military-civilian
transitional ruling council.

Apart from Darfur’s tribal unrest, nearly 45 peo-
ple have been killed throughout Sudan during street
rallies met with a crackdown from security forces
since an October 25 military coup. Sudanese police
fire tear gas yesterday when thousands rallied in the
capital Khartoum against the military-dominated
government.

Top general Abdel Fattah al-Burhan seized pow-
er and detained Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok
but, following sustained political pressure domesti-
cally and internationally, reinstated Hamdok in a
November 21 deal. Bashir, who is wanted by the
International Criminal Court on charges of geno-
cide in Darfur, was ousted and jailed in April 2019
after mass protests against his three-decade rule.

A peace deal struck with key rebel groups last
year saw the main conflict in Darfur subside, but the
arid region has remained awash with weapons.
Violence often erupts over land, access to agricul-
ture or water. West Darfur also hosts more than
305,000 internally displaced people who rely heav-
ily on humanitarian assistance. — AFP

BERLIN: Germany’s parliament will officially elect
Olaf Scholz tomorrow as the country’s next chan-
cellor, bringing the curtain down on Angela Merkel’s
16-year reign and ushering in a new political era
with the centre-left in charge. Scholz led his Social
Democrats to victory against Merkel’s conservative
CDU-CSU bloc in an epochal election in
September, as the veteran chancellor prepared to
leave politics after four consecutive terms in office.

Together with the Greens and the liberal Free
Democrats, Scholz’s SPD managed in a far shorter
time than expected to forge a coalition that aspires
to make Germany greener and fairer. “I want the
20s to be a time of new beginnings,” Scholz told
Die Zeit weekly, declaring an ambition to push for-
ward “the biggest industrial modernisation which
will be capable of stopping climate change caused
by mankind”.

Putting equality rhetoric into practice, he
unveiled the country’s first gender-balanced cabinet
yesterday, with women in key security portfolios.
“That corresponds to the society we live in — half
of the power belongs to women,” said Scholz, who
describes himself as a “feminist”.

The centre-left’s return to power in Europe’s
biggest economy could shift the balance on a conti-
nent still reeling from Brexit and with the other
major player, France, heading into presidential elec-
tions in 2022. But even before it took office, Scholz’s
“traffic-light” coalition — named after the three
parties’ colours — was already given a baptism of
fire in the form of a fierce fourth wave of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

‘No red lines’ 
With intensive care beds running out in some

regions and a rampant rise in infection numbers
showing no signs of abating, Scholz and his new

team have been pressed — including by Merkel —
to agree new curbs even before they are sworn in
by parliament.

After Austria set the example and with Germany
struggling to boost stagnating vaccination num-
bers, the parties also came under pressure to make
an about-turn on a pledge made earlier in the pan-
demic not to make vaccinations compulsory.
Scholz has since spoken out in favour of mandato-
ry vaccination, saying he wanted MPs to vote on
the issue before year’s end with a view of imple-
menting it in February.

“For my government, there are no red lines on
what must be done. We’re ruling nothing out,” he

told Die Zeit. “That’s not something we can do dur-
ing a huge natural disaster or a health catastrophe
like a pandemic.”

Balancing act 
Dubbed “the discreet” by left-leaning daily TAZ,

Scholz, 63, is often described as austere or robotic.
But he also has a reputation for being a meticulous
workhorse. An experienced hand in government,
Scholz was labour minister in Merkel’s first coalition
from 2007 to 2009 before taking over as vice-
chancellor and finance minister in 2015.

Yet his three-party-alliance is the first such mix
at the federal level, as the FDP is not a natural part-
ner for the SPD or the Greens. Keeping the trio
together will require a delicate balancing act taking
into account the FDP’s business-friendly leanings,
the SPD’s social equality instincts and the Greens’
demands for sustainability.

Under their coalition deal, the parties have

agreed to secure Germany’s path to carbon neutral-
ity, including through huge investments in sustain-
able energy. They also aim to return to a constitu-
tional no-new-debt rule — suspended during the
pandemic — by 2023.

Incoming foreign minister Annalena Baerbock of
the Greens has vowed to put human rights at the
centre of German diplomacy. — AFP
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Scholz to take charge of 
Germany as Merkel era ends

BERLIN: (L-R) Designated Family Minister Anne Spiegel, Green party co-leader and designated Economy and
Climate Minister Robert Habeck, party co-leader and designated German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock,
designated German Minister for Food and Agriculture Cem Ozdemir and designated Environment Minister
Steffi Lemke announce the result of a ballot of Green members on whether to approve a coalition agreement
with two other parties for a new German government in Berlin. —AFP

President Barrow 
wins second term 
in Gambia election
BANJUL: Adama Barrow comfortably won a
second term in The Gambia’s presidential elec-
tion, with thousands of his supporters cele-
brating in the streets of Banjul, although his
opponents disputed the results announced late
Sunday. Barrow, whose assumption of the
presidency five years ago ended more than 20
years of dictatorship, garnered more than 53
percent of the vote, according to results
released by the electoral commission. His main
challenger Ousainou Darboe won 27.7 percent.

Saturday’s election, the first since former
dictator Yahya Jammeh fled into exile, is seen
as crucial for the young West African
democracy. Electoral commission chairman
Alieu Momarr Njai declared Barrow the win-
ner, announcing the final results to journal-
ists hours after rival candidates had chal-
lenged partial results that gave him a com-
manding lead.

Crowds of Barrow’s supporters marched
through the streets of the capital to a din of
horns and danced on a vast esplanade. Barrow
received a standing ovation when he
addressed them with “a great sense of joy and
humility” and called on his supporters to
respect those who voted for his opponents in a
“free, fair and transparent election”. “I will do
all I can and utilise every resource at my dis-
posal to make The Gambia a better place for
us all,” he said. Before the full results were
announced, three of Barrow’s rivals had reject-
ed partial results that gave him an early lead.
“At this stage we reject the results announced
so far”, Darboe and two other candidates said
in a joint statement. “All actions are on table.”

Gambians flocked to the polling booths
Saturday to choose who would lead their
country-the smallest in mainland Africa-for the
next five years, with turnout at 87 percent,
according to official results. Earlier Sunday,
Ernest Bai Koroma, head of an election obser-
vation mission from the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS), appealed
to all the candidates “to accept the outcome of
the election in good faith. “There will be no
winner or loser but only one winner, The
Gambian people,” he said in his statement.

The election is being closely watched as a
test of the democratic transition in The
Gambia, where Jammeh ruled for 22 years after
seizing power in a bloodless coup in 1994. He
was forced into exile in Equatorial Guinea in
January 2017 after Barrow, then a relative
unknown, defeated him at the ballot box.

Barrow, 56, faced five challengers in his re-
election bid, and the vote count was slow in
part because of the country’s unusual voting
system. Illiteracy is widespread in The Gambia,
so voters cast their ballot by dropping a mar-
ble into a tub marked with their candidate’s
colour and photo-a practice dating back to the
country’s past as a British colony.

Many of the roughly one million eligible
voters in the nation of more than two million
people are hoping for an improvement in their
living standards. The Gambia, a sliver of land
about 480 kilometres (300 miles) long sur-
rounded by Senegal, is one of the poorest
countries in the world. — AFP
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Austria swears in
new chancellor
VIENNA: Austria’s Interior Minister Karl
Nehammer was sworn in as the country’s third
chancellor in as many months yesterday, after the
fallout from a corruption scandal shook his ruling
People’s Party.

President Alexander Van der Bellen formally
swore Nehammer in at a ceremony at Vienna’s
Hofburg Palace just after 1 pm local time (1200
GMT). The previous Chancellor Alexander
Schallenberg offered his resignation on Thursday,
hours after his predecessor and close ally Sebastian
Kurz announced he was resigning as head of the
conservative People’s Party (OeVP) in the wake of a
corruption scandal.

On Friday the OeVP nominated Nehammer, 49,
to take over as party head and chancellor. Kurz’s
resignation also prompted that of his close confi-
dante Gernot Bluemel as finance minister.
Nehammer’s first act has been to conduct a cabinet
reshuffle, sending Schallenberg back to his previous
post as foreign minister and appointing new
finance, interior and education ministers.

The new cabinet members were sworn in
along with Nehammer. The OeVP is hoping its
coalition government with the Green party will
now be able to move on from the saga sur-
rounding Kurz.

‘Wunderkind’ Kurz’s fall 
The scandal that brought down Kurz — who in

2017 became the world’s youngest democratically
elected head of government at 31 — erupted in ear-
ly October.

Prosecutors ordered raids at his office and the
finance ministry over allegations that Kurz’s inner
circle used public money to pay for polls tailored to
boost his image and ensure positive coverage in
one of the country’s biggest tabloids. 

Kurz has denied any wrongdoing, saying he
hopes to have his day in court to prove his inno-
cence. Kurz wrested control of the OeVP in 2017
and won two elections.

A hardline anti-immigration stance — shared by
Nehammer — was key to his success. However, the
OeVP’s first coalition collapsed in 2019 when its
far-right junior partner became engulfed in a cor-
ruption scandal.

That led to early elections in 2019 which Kurz
again won, forming a coalition with the Greens.

After stepping down as chancellor in October, he
had been widely viewed as biding his time for a
political comeback, but announced on Thursday
that he was leaving politics to spend more time with
his partner and newborn son.

Difficult winter ahead 
In contrast to Kurz, who had concentrated power

around himself and a small group of trusted aides,
under Nehammer the party’s traditionally powerful
regional heads are expected to wield more influ-

ence. Born in Vienna, Nehammer worked in the
army for several years before becoming a commu-
nications adviser. He became a lawmaker in 2017
and interior minister in January 2020 months before
Austria faced its first jihadist attack, which killed
four people last November. 

He now faces the immediate challenge of steer-
ing the country through a difficult winter under the
shadow of a fresh wave of the coronavirus. —AFP

KHARTOUM: A Sudanese boy lifts a banner which
reads in Arabic “imagine the fear of the military of
chants on the streets”, during a rally in the capital
Khartoum, yesterday, to protest a deal that saw the
Prime Minister reinstated after his ouster in a mili-
tary coup in October. —AFP

VIENNA: Newly appointed Austria’s Chancellor Karl
Nehammer gives a press statement during a han-
dover ceremony at the Chancellery in Vienna,
Austria yesterday. —AFP

Death toll from 
Kenya bus 
accident rises to 31
NAIROBI: Divers recovered seven more bod-
ies Sunday from a bus that was swept off a
bridge by a flooding river in Kenya, bringing
the death toll from the tragedy to more than
30. The bus was taking a church choir and
other revellers to a wedding in Kitui County
on Saturday when it keeled over and sank
beneath fast-flowing waters as the driver tried
to navigate a submerged bridge.

Twelve passengers managed to scramble to
safety but most aboard the stricken bus were
unable to escape before it was swallowed by
the muddy tide. Kitui governor Charity Ngilu
said 31 bodies had been retrieved since
Saturday by military divers, but warned the
toll could rise further as the search and rescue
operation continued. “Today we have been
able to retrieve seven. We still have more bod-
ies in the bus,” she told reporters late Sunday.
“It is very, very sad indeed. We have lost so
many lives.” It remains unclear how many pas-
sengers were aboard the bus when it tipped
into the Enziu River, about 200 kilometres (125
miles) east of the capital Nairobi.

Witnesses said the driver had stopped to
negotiate the river, and was close to the other
side when the bus was swept beneath the
churning currents. President Uhuru Kenyatta
on Sunday sent his condolences to the families
of the victims and urged Kenyans to be cau-
tious on roads during the rainy season.

“Once again, the President wishes to
remind Kenyans across the country to heed
government advisory against attempting to
cross swollen rivers especially during the cur-
rent rainy season,” read a statement from
Kenyatta’s office. — AFP


