
LONDON: European equities advanced yesterday
on hopes that the Omicron coronavirus variant
might not be as damaging as initially feared, traders
said. Oil rebounded after crude giant Saudi Aramco
lifted the prices it charges Asian and US customers,
in a sign of confidence in the COVID-sapped ener-
gy demand outlook.

London equities gained 0.8 percent in late morn-
ing deals, despite this week’s reintroduction of
tighter UK air travel curbs due to Omicron.
Frankfurt won 0.3 percent and Paris added 0.7 per-
cent in afternoon eurozone trade.

Riding Omicron hopes
“The (UK) travel industry may have been buffet-

ed by yet another chill wind of more testing
requirements, but airlines and hotel groups are rid-
ing higher amid hopes the new Omicron variant may
not provoke more serious illness,” said Hargreaves
Lansdown analyst Susannah Streeter. Global stocks
had sunk Friday on weak US payrolls data — and
heightened Covid concerns that continue to linger.

Asia faced a mixed performance yesterday, but
was also roiled by struggling Chinese tech firms.
“Markets remain beset by uncertainty as the spread
of the Omicron variant threatens to derail the gen-
eral economic recovery,” said Richard Hunter, head

of markets at Interactive Investor.
The Omicron variant has been detected across

the globe but no deaths have yet been reported,
with authorities worldwide racing to determine how
contagious it is and how effective existing vaccines
are. Top US pandemic advisor Anthony Fauci said
Sunday that while more information was needed,
preliminary data on the severity of the Omicron
variant are “a bit encouraging.”

Tech slumps 
Hong Kong stocks slid yesterday as last week’s

news that Chinese ride-hailing giant Didi Chuxing
would start the process of delisting from the New
York Stock Exchange sent shares in tech firms tum-
bling. The move comes in the wake of a sweeping
Chinese regulatory crackdown over the past year
that has clipped the wings of major internet firms
wielding huge influence on consumers’ lives —
including Alibaba and Tencent.

Shares on the Hang Seng Tech index, which rep-
resents the 30 largest tech companies in the south-
ern Chinese city, slumped sharply yesterday. Piling
on the woes in Hong Kong was continued uncer-
tainty over the future of the Chinese property mar-
ket, after developer Evergrande warned that in light
of its current liquidity situation, there was “no guar-

antee that the Group will have sufficient funds to
continue to perform its financial obligations”.

The property giant’s shares sunk by up to 20 per-

cent yesterday on the news, Bloomberg reported.
Bitcoin continued to struggle yesterday after a week-
end collapse as investors fled risky assets. —AFP
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TOKYO: Pedestrians walk past an electronic quotation board displaying share prices of the Tokyo Stock
Exchange in Tokyo. —AFP

European stocks advance on 
Omicron hope, oil rebounds

Asia mixed, China tech firms struggle

‘Hayatt’ honors 
Sheraton 
Kuwait Hotels
KUWAIT: Since its inception in 1966, The
Sheraton Kuwait Hotel, the first international hotel
in the Marriott International chain outside the
United States of America, has played a significant
role in contributing to the welfare of the Kuwait
community. Particularly, the Ruqayah Abdulwahab
Alqatami Breast Cancer Foundation in raising
awareness and supporting patients and their care.

The word “Hayatt” stems from the Ruqayah
Abdulwahab Alqatami Breast Cancer Foundation,
launched in 2003 and officially recognized in

2007 to alleviate the suffering of cancer patients
in Kuwait. The foundation provides treatment for
cancer patients, free of charge, as well as offer a
social support group, and breast cancer aware-
ness campaigns. 

In appreciation of the countless efforts put
together to support the humanitarian activities
established by the foundation over the years, the
Board of  Directors  represented by Lai la
Abdullah Thunayyan Al-Ghanem, Dr Labiba
Tamim, Mona Al-Ghanem, Hala Al-Ghanem and
Fouzia Al-Omaim, honored Fahed Abushaar,
General Manager of Sheraton Kuwait Hotels.
Fahed Abushaar further thanked the committee
and all the volunteers for their humanitarian
work and emphasized the Sheraton Kuwait
Hotels’ keenness in supporting cancer patients as
part of our social responsibilities towards our
community in Kuwait. 

Gulf Bank announces 
10 winners of 
Al-Danah 
November draw
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its monthly Al-Danah
draw on Sunday to announce the winners for
November. The 10 lucky winners received cash
prizes of KD 1,000 each. The winners are:

Rashed Musaed Rashed Al-Haroun
Mohammad Saleh Mohammad Al-Faddaghi
Abdallah Abdalhamed Mohamed Ahmed
Mona Khalil Bahman Mohd Bahman
Saed Muhaibis Fahed Al-Anzi
Yahya Ahmad Ibrahim Al-Sharouni
Munther Yousef Bader Al-Ostath
Mohammad Rami Haidar Ali Qaraein
Jamal Ibrahim Rashed Al-Duaij
Rudaina Abdulla Bader Al-Kharafi
The Al-Danah account is one of the most

rewarding savings accounts in Kuwait, with its peri-
odic draws that award valuable prizes and multiple
benefits for account holders. Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah
account offers monthly opportunities to win KD
1,000 to ten lucky winners, in addition to two quar-
terly draws with KD 100,000 prizes each, a semi-
annual draw prize of KD 1,000,000 and a grand
draw prize of KD 1,500,000.

Numerous benefits
The Al-Danah account is the only account that

rewards customers for their loyalty by providing
loyalty chances. Loyalty chances are the total
chances gained in the previous year, which are
then transferred to the current year to reward cus-
tomers for their loyalty to the bank.

Accordingly, all chances gained by existing Al-
Danah customers in 2020 (from January 1 to
December 31, 2020) have been transferred to the
2021 draws. It is also worth noting that all account
draws are attended by a representative from the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, with the
quarterly and annual draws also reviewed by Ernst
& Young.

Annual grand prize
To increase their chances of winning, account

holders must either keep their account with a mini-
mum deposit amount of KD 200 or increase their
Al-Danah savings - the more deposits into an
account, the more chances accumulated over time.
Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account holders also have the
opportunity to enter and win cash prizes all year
long through monthly, quarterly and annual draws.

Opening an Al-Danah Account
To enter the upcoming draws, Gulf Bank cus-

tomers can open Al-Danah account today with
only KD 200. To open Al-Danah account, existing
Gulf Bank customers can apply through Gulf
Bank’s online and mobile banking services or book
an appointment at their nearest branch by using
the new “Visit Gulf Bank” app for a faster and
more convenient branch visit. New customers can
also open Al-Danah account by visiting their near-
est Gulf Bank branch or by scheduling an appoint-
ment through the app.

CBK announces 
winners of 
Al-Najma draws
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank conducted the
weekly and monthly draws on Al-Najma Account
and Salary Transfer Campaign on December 5,
2021. The draws were conducted in the presence
of Ministry of Commerce and Industry represen-
tative Ahmed Al-Basman.

The results of the draws were as follows:
1) Al-Najma monthly draw - the prize of KD

20,000 went to the winner Farah Naaz
Kaleemullah.

2) Al-Najma weekly draw - the prize of KD
5,000 went to the winner Amer Mohammad
Medeth Samir.

3) Salary account campaign - the prize of up to
KD 1,000 went to the winner Mariam Khaleel
Mahmoud Sulaiman.

The bank stated that the salary campaign is
aimed at customers who transfer their salaries of
KD 500 or more to the bank, especially Kuwaiti
employees and residents working in the govern-
ment, oil sectors and companies listed with the
bank as well as retirees, and take advantage of the
benefits of this campaign and get an instant cash
gift from KD 400 to KD 500 or an interest-free
loan for a period of up to four years and up to KD
70,000, Kuwaiti pensioner, along with expatriate
customers who transfer their debt to the bank will
receive an instant cash gift of 2 percent from their
transferred debt up to KD 1,000. 

The bank stated that Al-Najma Account prizes
are distinguished by the highest cash prize and
diversity of prizes throughout the year clarifying
that the account offers weekly prize of KD 5,000,
monthly prize of KD 20,000 and a semi-annual
prize of KD 500,000 in addition to the largest prize
- linked bank account payout of KD 1,500,000. 

Al-Najma Account can be opened by deposit-
ing KD 500, and customer should maintain a mini-
mum amount of KD 500 to be eligible to enter all
draws on Al-Najma Account prizes. As for the
chances of winning, the more balance a customer
maintains in Al-Najma Account, the more chances
the account holder will get to win, the account
also offers additional benefits like the ATM card, a
credit card against customer’s account and all
CBK banking services that customer can enjoy.

Huawei launches
laptops MateBook 
13s/14s in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Huawei Consumer Business Group (BG)
yesterday announced the launch of the new Huawei
MateBook 13s and the 14.2-inch Huawei MateBook
14s. As a new addition to the MateBook range
designed for smart productivity, the new laptop is
steeped in the MateBook DNA, combining aesthetic
design, innovative features, and smart experience.
Meanwhile, it breaks new ground with a 2.5K 90Hz
Huawei FullView touch Display, 11th Gen Intel Core
i7 high performance processor, Super Device capa-
bilities, 90W Super Charge in addition to the mes-
merizing Huawei sound features. The Huawei
MateBook 13s | 14s laptops blend creativity into
everyday life, delivering a brand-new, smart pro-
ductivity experience. 

The Huawei MateBook 13s comes in Mystic
Silver while the Huawei MateBook 14s is available in
Space Grey and an all-new colourway: Spruce
Green. Both Laptops is now in Kuwait at a price of
KD 439.900 from Huawei’s online platforms as well
as certified retailers.

Huawei MateBook 14s
The Huawei MateBook 14s comes with a 2.5KHz

Huawei FullView touch Display that supports up to
90Hz refresh rate for smooth content browsing. By
pressing the Fn key and R key simultaneously, it can
toggle between 60Hz for a power-saving perform-
ance and a 90Hz for smoother visuals. The laptop
features MateBook’s signature FullView Display
with four narrow bezels and a front-fronting camera.
It gets a high screen-to-body of 90 percent for an
immersive viewing experience, and a 3:2 productivi-
ty aspect ratio that allows the screen to show more
content vertically. With support for 100 percent
sRGB wide color gamut, the display can render 1.07
billion colors to show vibrant colors and smooth
transition. The 10-point multi-touch support allows
users to be more efficient when handling tasks.

The strongest intelligent laptop provides dual
eye protection for users with its T‹V Rheinland Low
Blue Light (Hardware Solution) and Flicker Free
certifications, which helps users alleviate eye
fatigue, thus protecting their eyes. The Huawei
MateBook 14s comes with an aesthetically pleasing
design that also makes it comfortable to hold. The
metallic finish feels gentle and the whole device

weighs approx. 1.43kg - making it gentle and com-
fortable when held. 

Innovative technology 
The Huawei MateBook 14s packs outstanding

performance into its sleek and lightweight body. It is
configured with the new 11th Gen Intel Core i7
11370H Processor and  Intel Iris X? integrated
graphics. The performance mode can be activated
by pressing the Fn+P shortcut, which boosts the
CPU TDP to 45W. With support for update 1TB
NVMe PCle SSD, Huawei MateBook 14s allows
users to stay productive, unleash creativity and mul-
titask with ease. Huawei Shark fin fan system is fur-
ther upgraded for an even more efficient and quiet
cooling performance.

Super device capabilities 
The new laptop expands on the Huawei Super

Device capabilities with innovative all-scenario
device connectivity features. This laptop can con-
nect wirelessly with compatible smartphones such
as the newly launched Huawei nova 9, or with tablets
like the 12.6-inch Huawei MatePad 11 and with moni-
tors like the new Huawei MateView via a USB-C
cable or wirelessly providing futuristic multi-device
collaboration and cross-device file sharing with sim-
ple drag and drop gestures.

The new Huawei MateBook 14s Leverages the
distributed capabilities of the Super Device to
boost productivity and creativity. Users can wire-
lessly project the 12.6-inch Huawei MatePad pro
to the Huawei MateBook 14s to enjoy the new fea-
tures of the PC-Tablet Multi-screen Collaboration
that comes with three modes; Mirror, Extend and
Collaborate. In Mirror Mode, as the name implies,
a user can mirror the Huawei MateBook 14s
screen to a tablet’s display, allowing them directly
work on fi les and annotate documents, or
draw/sketch on your laptop with MPen of the
tablet. There is also Extend Mode that transforms
your tablet into a second screen, providing extra
screen space to display more content, great for
online shopping or when browsing the Internet
and there are so many items to explore! Lastly,
the innovative Collaborate Mode enables cross-
platform interactions between Windows and
Android, allowing users to transfer content such
as text, images and documents between connect-
ed devices with a simple drag and drop! 

Based on Huawei’s distributed technologies, PC-
Smartphone Multi-screen Collaboration features
help bridge the gap between Windows and Android
operating systems at the ground level, enabling
seamless all-scenario cross-device collaboration, file

sharing and multi-screen control. Under Multi-
screen Collaboration, the recently launched Huawei
nova 9 can be connected with the Huawei MateBook
14s to form a powerful Super Device. Once connect-
ed, the laptop can access mobile files, and open up
to three mobile app windows while the smartphone
can function as the PC’s thumb device, enabling dis-
tributed folders and making cross-device file man-
agement easier than ever.

Moreover, users can connect the laptop with the
new Huawei MateView via cable or wirelessly to
have an extra screen providing an immersive viewing
space while also wirelessly projecting the screen of
the 12.6-inch Huawei MatePad Pro onto the Huawei
MateBook 14s. The benefits of having this trio set-
up is the easy one-slide swapping of wireless and
wired connections which lets easily switch between
smart office mode, and personal time mode.

A large Battery with super charging features 
As well as the high performance, the Huawei

MateBook 14s offers great battery life with a 60Wh
high-capacity battery that helps users get rid of
low-battery anxiety. Coupled with a pocketable
90W power adapter, the laptop can work for up to 3
hours1 of productivity work on a 15-minute charge.
The power adapter also supports Huawei
SuperCharge for a selected range of Huawei smart-
phones and tablets. The versatile power adapter
makes packing for travelling a lot easier. 

Huawei sound makes its debut with the Huawei
MateBook 14s to bring an enjoyable audio experi-
ence. A quad speaker array is included on the new
laptop, consisting of two tweeters and two woofers
that produce powerful bass, and crisp trebles. The
speakers support Huawei’s Sound Field
Reproduction algorithms to create high quality
sounds coming from each side.


