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JEDDAH: Lewis Hamilton kept his hopes of an
eighth world championship title alive with a
thrilling victory in a dramatic and at times chaotic
Saudi Arabian Grand Prix on Sunday. The result
left the seven-time champion level on 369.5 points
with title rival Max Verstappen ahead of the final
race in Abu Dhabi next weekend. Hamilton was
behind Verstappen for much of the 50-lap race
which was stopped twice because of crashes and
interrupted numerous times by the safety car and
virtual safety car.

But Hamilton, nursing a damaged front wing
caused by a collision with Verstappen, came
through late, to claim his eighth win of the season
and the 103rd of his
career. The title will be
settled in Abu Dhabi,
although if neither finish-
es in the points it will be
Verstappen, who has nine
victories, who will take
the tit le. “I have been
racing a long time but
that was incredibly
tough,” said Hamilton
who gained an extra
point for the fastest lap.
Verstappen finished second, 11.825secs behind in
spite of being given a five-second penalty after
colliding with the Mercedes star.

He was later sanctioned by 10 seconds by the
stewards although that did not impact his finishing
position. “Just trying to race and this sport is more
about penalties than racing,” said Verstappen. “For
me this is not Formula 1, but at least the fans
enjoyed it and I gave it all today, but clearly not
quick enough.” Hamilton’s teammate Valtteri Bottas
pipped Alpine’s Esteban Ocon on the line for third
place to give Mercedes a 28-point lead in the con-
structors’ championship.

Jeddah first 
It was the first time that Jeddah had hosted

a Grand Prix and the problems that the drivers,
including Verstappen, had had in practice and
qualifying were apparent again. It was also the
first Grand Prix since the death last month of
Frank Williams and was played out against a
backdrop of  concerns  about  Saudi  Arabia
‘sportswashing’ their human rights record.

For once Mercedes made the perfect start.
Having locked out the front row, they suc-
ceeded in  hold ing Verstappen at  bay. The
safety car made its first appearance on lap 10
when Mick Schumacher spun on Turn 22 and

slammed his Haas into
the wall . Hamilton pit-
t e d  i m m e d i a t e ly  t o
sw i t ch  t y r e s  w i t h
Bottas fol lowing a lap
later while Verstappen
stayed out to take the
ra c e  l e a d .  R e d  B u l l ’s
gamble looked to have
paid off when the race
was red-flagged shortly
a f t e r  i n  o r d e r  fo r
repairs  to be done on

the crash barriers.
That handed Verstappen a ‘free’ pitstop and

allowed him to begin from the front when the
race restarted, ahead of Hamilton and Bottas.
When the race resumed, Hamilton slipped past
Verstappen who then barged his way around
the outside, going off the track, to regain the
advantage . Behind them Sergio  Perez  was
clipped by Charles Leclerc’s Ferrari, causing
the Red Bull to spin off. That in turn triggered
a  d o m i n o  e f f e c t  w i t h  G e o r g e  R u s s e l l
(Wil l iams) and Nikita Mazepin (Haas) a lso
going off.

Collision 
The stewards decided that Verstappen’s manouevre

was illegal and promoted Alpine’s Ocon to pole for the
third start of the race, with Hamilton in second and
Verstappen in third. It was the Dutchman who was
quickest out of the blocks, blasting past the other two
on the opening corner and setting the world champi-
onship title in his sights. Hamilton soon breezed past
Ocon and was breathing down Verstappen’s neck.

On lap 36 he attempted to overtake but in a move

evocative of their tussle in Brazil, Verstappen cut across
Hamilton to keep the lead. Verstappen was ordered to
give the place back but as he braked Hamilton ran into
the back of him damaging his front wing. When the
Dutchman was again instructed to make way, he pulled
over to let Hamilton pass and then immediately retook
the lead. A lap later Hamilton slipped past again to
move back in front and this time, with Verstappen also
hit by the five-second penalty, he was able to lead all
the way to the chequered flag.—AFP

Bottas pips Ocon on the line for third place

Hamilton wins Saudi thriller, levels 
with Verstappen for a title decider

JEDDAH: Winner Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton (right) reacts with his trophy flanked by second-
placed Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen during the podium ceremony after the Formula One Saudi
Arabian Grand Prix at the Jeddah Corniche Circuit in Jeddah. —AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait Paralympic Table Tennis player
Mohammad Al-Rashidi won the silver medal in the
teams Category 8 standing, while Hussain Al-Bannai
won bronze during the Asian Youths Para Games.
Kuwait collected 3 medals (Gold, Silver and Bronze)
during the games. More than 1,500 players (30 coun-

tries) participated in the game.
Chairman of the Paralympic committee, head of the

delegation Nasser Al-Ajmi said he is proud of the
Kuwaiti players’ achievements adding that “we partic-
ipated with six players only and the results reflect the
great development the Para sports are witnessing

with cooperation of all clubs.” Secretary General of
Kuwait Paralympic Committee Shareefa Al-Ghanim
praised Kuwait’s athletes. She said it is a major
achievement that can be added to other achievements
Kuwait athletes made over the decades - urging the
youth to continue in their winning path.

Arab Masters Tennis 
tournament kicks off

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The draws for the Arab Masters Tennis
tournament will be made today at Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis
Complex in preparation for the competitions tomor-
row - with the best players from 16 Arab countries.
The top ranked players in Arab countries started
arriving yesterday and were received by Public
Relation Committee at Kuwait Tennis Federation.

Referees of the Masters tournament held a meet-

ing yesterday evening in order to discuss the tech-
nical preparations. 20 referees will officiate the
event which will be led by Abdelraouf Abdelsalam.
Meanwhile, Secretary General of the Arab Tennis
Federation Waleed Sami appreciated Sheikh Jaber
Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis
Complex saying “this complex will give Arab Tennis
a quality move. The integrated facilities, courts, and
high level equipment make this one of the best
sports complexes in the Middle East and the best in
the world”.

Waleed Sami said that the Arab Tennis Masters
enjoys the interest and participation of the best
ranked Arab players. Syria’s International player
Rabei Sleem said he is ready for the Arab Masters,
adding he will do his best to represent his country
well. “I expect high technical standards in the tour-
nament due to the participation of the stars from
the Arab World ,”  he sa id . Rabei  sa id  he was
impressed with the Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis Complex and
its artworks.

Russia stun 
Croatia to win 
3rd Davis Cup
MADRID: Russia claimed a third Davis Cup title on
Sunday after Daniil Medvedev and Andrey Rublev both
won their singles matches to defeat Croatia.
Medvedev’s 7-6 (9/7), 6-2 victory over Marin Cilic
came after Rublev had earlier prevailed 6-4, 7-6 (7/5)
over Borna Gojo, giving Russia an unassailable 2-0 lead
in Madrid. Croatia’s greatest chance would have been
in the doubles with world number one pair Nikola
Mektic and Mate Pavic, but they always needed a sur-
prise in the singles to take the tie to the final rubber. 

Instead, Medvedev and Rublev, ranked two and five
in the world respectively, held their nerve to make it
nine out of 10 victories for Russia’s power pair in the
tournament. “I can say that for all of us it’s very impor-
tant to win here. It’s still the Davis Cup,” said
Medvedev in a press conference. “We still see Novak
(Djokovic) playing. Rafa (Nadal) won it last time. “No
matter the format, the best players in the world are
happy to represent their country. 

It’s Davis Cup and we are the winners of it. That’s
the most important thing.” Cilic and Gojo were far
from overwhelmed and, with Real Madrid’s Luka
Modric supporting in the crowd, they rose to the
occasion in a compelling final that in the end turned on
two close tie-breaks. Russia have not won the Davis
Cup since 2006 and failed to reach a single quarter-
final between 2011 and 2018. But Medvedev and
Rublev are the leaders of a new generation of talent
that could enjoy repeat successes in the future, with
Aslan Karatsev and Karen Khachanov also ranked in
the top 30. 

Victory for the men also completes a Russian one-
two after the women’s team won the Billie Jean King
Cup in Prague last month. The last country to do the
double was the Czech Republic in 2012. Croatia were no
strangers to this stage, this their third Davis Cup final in
five years after their 2016 defeat to Argentina and 2018
victory over France. But Russia were firm favorites and
it was always going to take something special either
from Cilic, the 33-year-old former US Open champion,
or Gojo, who is ranked 279th in the world. 

Cilic had chances in the first set, including a break
point on Medvedev’s second serve at 4-3 but an
aggressive backhand return hit the tape and instead it
went to a tie-break. They changed over with Cilic up
4-2 after a Medvedev forehand skimmed wide but
Medvedev won four out of the next five points to cre-
ate a set point on the Cilic serve. Cilic saved it with a
courageous smash only to send a forehand approach
just out to give Medvedev a second chance, which he
spurned with a double fault. 

A big serve down the middle though gave
Medvedev 8-7 and this time Cilic caved, a backhand
going awry to hand away the set. With Cilic tiring and
Medvedev growing in confidence, the second set was
more of a stroll. Medvedev secured a break in the
fourth game when a Cilic forehand popped up kindly
off the net-chord before confirming victory with a sec-
ond break when a Cilic forehand fell short. 

Rublev’s precision from the baseline had earlier
proved decisive but Gojo pushed him hard, particularly
in the second set, when the Croatian led 5-4 in the tie-
break. Yet Rublev delivered under pressure, arrowing a
superb pass down the line before an inside-out fore-
hand winner opened up match point, which he con-
verted when a Gojo backhand drifted long. —AFP

Title will be 
settled in 

Abu Dhabi

Kuwait’s Paralympic players win medals

Hovland wins the
World Challenge 
on eagles’ wings
MIAMI: Norway’s Viktor Hovland made back-to-back
eagles down the stretch on Sunday to hold off American
Scottie Scheffler and win the Hero World Challenge

after 54-hole leader Collin Morikawa unraveled. Ninth-
ranked Hovland began the day six strokes adrift but
fired a six-under par 66 to end 72 holes on 18-under
270 at the Albany resort in the Bahamas. That was good
enough for a one-stroke victory in the 20-man invita-
tional hosted by Tiger Woods.

“It’s really cool,” Hovland said. “Being Tiger’s event,
that’s incredible to be a part of and especially to win it.
“I haven’t really done all that well in these limited field
events so hopefully that’s going to change.” The 24-
year-old from Oslo matched the best final-round fight-
back by any Challenge champion. “I didn’t think a win

was going to be very plausible,” Hovland said. “But I
know this golf course is tricky. You can make a lot of
birdies and you can make up a lot of ground but it’s
very easy to make bogeys and doubles. “I knew if I put
a good score up there you never know what’s going to
happen.”

Hovland, who defended a US PGA title last month at
Mayakoba, also won a European Tour title this year in
June at Munich. He took full advantage of a collapse by
reigning British Open champion Morikawa, who squan-
dered a five-stroke lead with a chance to become world
number one by winning. —AFP

Waleed Sami Rabei Sleem


