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 News in brief

Saudi, Oman sign $30bn deals 
as Prince Mohammed visits

Qatar, Turkey sign cooperation agreements during Erdogan’s visit
MUSCAT: Saudi Arabia signed deals with Oman 
valued at $30 billion, state media said yesterday, as 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman began a tour 
of Gulf Arab countries, including former rival Qatar. 
Saudi and Omani companies “signed 13 memoranda 
of understanding worth $30 billion”, the official 
Saudi Press Agency reported. 

The MoUs between the two countries, which seek 
to diversify their economies away from oil, range 
from cooperation in the energy and tourism sectors 
to finance and technology. Prince Mohammed 
arrived in Muscat on Monday night, the first stop in 
a regional tour ahead a Gulf Arab summit in mid-
December. He met with Sultan Haitham bin Tareq, 
who ascended the throne in January last year, after 
the death of his cousin Sultan Qaboos. 

Yesterday, Sultan Haitham honored Prince 
Mohammed with the Oman First-Degree Order, one 
of the country’s top medals. The official Oman News 
Agency said the sultanate grants the award to kings, 
heads of states, crown princes and heads of 
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MUSCAT: Omani Sultan Haitham bin Tareq meets Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman yesterday. — KUNA 

DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani meets Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday. — AFP 

WHO against plasma treatment 
 
PARIS: COVID treatments using plasma taken 
from the blood of recovered coronavirus 
patients should not be given to people with mild 
or moderate illness, the World Health 
Organization said Tuesday. It made a “strong 
recommendation” against the use of blood plas-
ma in people who do not have serious COVID-
19 symptoms and said that even for patients with 
severe and critical illness, the treatment should 
only be given as part of a clinical trial. — AFP 

Motorcycle bomb kills 4 in Iraq 
 
BASRA: At least four civilians were killed and 
four more wounded yesterday in a motorcycle 
bombing near a hospital in southern Iraq’s 
Basra city, security forces said. Referring to 
“the explosion of a motorcycle”, they said in a 
statement that “four citizens were killed and 
four others injured while two vehicles near the 
motorcycle caught fire”. The blast hit at a 
crossroads in central Basra, near a hospital and 
a popular market. — AFP 

Rohingya refugees sue Facebook 
 
LOS ANGELES: Rohingya refugees sued 
Facebook on Monday for $150 billion over 
claims the social network is failing to stem hate 
speech on its platform, exacerbating violence 
against the vulnerable minority. The complaint, 
lodged in a California court, says the algorithms 
that power the US-based company promote dis-
information and extremist thought that translates 
to real-world violence. — AFP (See Page 5)

Egypt court frees researcher  
 
CAIRO: An Egyptian court ordered the 
release yesterday of researcher Patrick Zaki, 
whose detention in February last year sparked 
international condemnation, particularly in 
Italy where he had been studying, his family 
said. Zaki still faces charges of “spreading 
false news”, “harming national security” and 
“incitement to overthrow the state”, among 
others. Italy’s senate in April voted to grant 
Zaki Italian citizenship, allowing him to receive 
consular support. — AFP (See Page 5)

By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa yesterday sub-
mitted a draft law calling to put a cap on rents in 
so-called modern areas in a bid to prevent a rapid 
rise in rents. The bill proposes that rents in the 
Capital and Hawalli governorates must not be more 
than KD 2.5 per square meter, and not more than 

KD 2 per square meter in the governorates of 
Farwaniya, Jahra, Ahmadi and Mubarak Al-Kabeer. 

The proposed rates apply only to private homes 
in model areas, which are mostly inhabited by 
Kuwaiti families, some of whom lease out part of 
their homes. The bill does not include so-called 
investment or commercial buildings spread out in 
many areas and rented out mainly to expatriates. 

The lawmaker said the current law has failed to 
stop a sharp increase in rents of private homes, 
which has become a business, strongly affecting the 
income of Kuwaiti families renting apartments in 
model areas. The bill must be approved by the 
National Assembly and accepted by the govern-
ment to become law. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly’s legal and leg-

islative committee yesterday approved a draft law call-
ing for the establishment of a public shareholding com-
pany under the name Kuwait Solar Energy Company. 
The legislation comes as part of Kuwait’s drive to 
expand renewable energy projects, mainly existing 
solar energy plants in the western Kuwaiti desert. 

In other developments, Prime Minister-designate 
HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday 
held talks with parliamentary groups and lawmakers 
in his bid to form the new Cabinet. Sheikh Sabah 
submitted the resignation of his Cabinet last month 
and was asked to form the new government. Sheikh 
Sabah met with lawmakers from the Mutairi and 
Awazem tribes and several Shiite MPs. He is 
expected to continue his consultations before 
announcing the new Cabinet.

MP proposes 
cap on rent in 
‘model’ areas

DUBAI: A sign marking the UAE’s 50th jubilee is lit up along the side of Sheikh 
Zayed Road on Dec 1, 2021. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: The tablet of Gilgamesh, a Sumerian tablet and a Sumerian ram’s 
head are displayed yesterday after their repatriation. — AFP 

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates is 
slashing its official working week to 
four-and-a-half days and moving its 
weekend to Saturday and Sunday in a 
major shift aimed at improving com-
petitiveness, officials said yesterday. 
The “national working week” is 
mandatory for government bodies 
from Jan 1 and bucks the regional 
norm of a full day off on Friday for 
Muslim prayers. 

Scott Livermore, chief economist at 

Oxford Economics Middle East, an 
advisory firm, said businesses could 
choose their working week but were 
likely to align with the public sector. 
While becoming the only Gulf country 
not to have a Friday-Saturday week-
end, the resource-rich and ambitious 
UAE now comes into line with the 
non-Arab world. 

Under the new timetable, the pub-
lic-sector weekend starts at noon on 
Fridays and ends on Sunday. Friday 
prayers at mosques will be held after 
1:15 pm. The move, which also 
includes schools, is intended to “bet-
ter align the UAE with global mar-
kets”, said state news agency WAM, 
calling the new working week the 
world’s shortest.  
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UAE moves 
to Sat-Sun 
weekend

BAGHDAD: A 3,500-year-old tablet 
featuring the Mesopotamian Epic of 
Gilgamesh has been returned to Iraq 
three decades after it was stolen and 
illegally imported to the US. The tablet 
was exhibited to the media in Iraq 
yesterday by the authorities who wel-
comed its return as a “victory” over 
those who stole the country’s “histo-
ry”. The clay tablet features characters 
in cuneiform and is believed to have 
been stolen from an Iraqi museum in 
1991 while the country was caught up 

in the first Gulf War. 
The Epic of Gilgamesh is consid-

ered one of the oldest pieces of litera-
ture in the world, telling the story of a 
Mesopotamian king on a quest for 
immortality. In a press conference 
yesterday in Baghdad, the Iraqi for-
eign minister delivered to the culture 
minister three artefacts recovered 
from the US and the UK: The tablet of 
Gilgamesh, a Sumerian ram’s head and 
a Sumerian tablet. 

The tablet of Gilgamesh “is of great 
importance, it is one of the oldest liter-
ary texts of Iraq’s history,” Minister of 
Culture and Antiquities Hassan Nazim 
told AFP. During the press conference, 
he stressed the “message sent to all 
those who smuggle our antiquities and 
have sold them at international 
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Ancient tablet 
back in Iraq 
after 30 years


