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Kuwait Crown Prince receives 
credentials of new ambassadors

Amir expresses condolences over Iraq blast victims
KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yester-
day at Bayan palace the credentials of newly appoint-
ed ambassadors to Kuwait. The new envoys were 
Ambassador Claire Le Flecher of France, Ambassador 
Osama Abdul-Moneim of Egypt, Ambassador 
Abdulqader Omar of Djibouti, and Ambassador Haji 
Abu Bakr Sadiq Abdullah of Ghana. Senior state offi-
cials attended the ceremony. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah offered his condolences 
yesterday over the victims of an explosion in Iraq’s 
southern city of Basra, which left scores of people 
either dead or injured. His Highness the Amir 
expressed his sympathies in cables he sent to Iraq’s 
political leaders, including President Barham Salih and 
Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi, wishing a speedy 
recovery for those wounded in the blast. His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah both sent similar 
cables to the Iraqi leaders. 

Kuwait’s foreign ministry strongly denounced and 
condemned the bomb explosion that occurred in the 
southern Iraqi city of Basra. In a statement, the min-
istry affirmed its firm stance against violence, 
expressed deepest condolences to families and wished 
fast recovery for the injured. GCC Secretary General 
Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf also condemned the deadly blast 
that happened in Basra. Hajraf in a statement 
expressed solidarity with Iraq in the fight against ter-
rorism, manifesting support for Baghdad’s efforts to 
solidify security and stability on the country’s territo-
ries. He expressed condolences to the victims’ loved 
ones and re-affirmed the GCC unwavering stance 
against terrorism and radicalism. 

Meanwhile, the general consulate of the State of 
Kuwait in Basra urged citizens currently present in the 
city to take precautions, in the aftermath of the deadly 
blast. The diplomatic mission urges Kuwaitis in the city 
to heed local authorities’ safety instructions and con-
tact it for any inquiry or need for help. The Kuwaiti 
Consulate in Basra is reachable on the following phone 
numbers: 9647828444666 - 9652225540 - 
96522225541. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Ambassador of France Claire Le Flecher. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Ambassador of Djibouti Abdulqader Omar.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Ambassador of Ghana Haji Abu Bakr Sadiq Abdullah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets Ambassador of Egypt Osama Abdul-Moneim.

BEIJING: A Chinese official yesterday 
said his country is willing to assist Kuwait 
on developing its ports given the signifi-
cance of such facilities towards internation-
al maritime trade. The remarks by Shanghai 
International Port Group chief Gu Jinshan 
came during talks with Kuwait’s Consul 
General in the business hub Chinese city 
Mishal Al-Shamali, which focused on plans 
to bolster bilateral cooperation. Kuwait 
stands to gain from China’s expertise on 
port development and management, said 
the diplomat, citing Shanghai port as 
among the world’s busiest and most con-
nected, even as global shipments were 
brought to a standstill during the COVID 
pandemic. He praised Shanghai port’s use 

of smart technology to better manage day-
to-day operations at the facility, saying that 

Kuwait looks to benefit from China’s 
knowledge on the matter. — KUNA

China willing to 
help Kuwait on 
port development

BEIJING: Kuwait’s Consul General in Shanghai Mishal Al-Shamali (left) meets 
Shanghai International Port Group chief Gu Jinshan. — KUNA 

KUWAIT:  Minister of the Amiri 
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad 
Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah 
received at Bayan Palace yesterday 
Iraqi Ambassador to the State of 
Kuwait Al-Manhal Hussein Al-Safi. 

Amiri Diwan Undersecretary and 
Director  of  the  Amir  Bureau , 
Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad and 
Advisor  a t  the  Amir i  Diwan 
Mohammad Abdullah Abulhassan 
attended the meeting. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Minister of the Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah 
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah meets Iraqi Ambassador to Kuwait Al-Manhal Hussein 
Al-Safi. — Amiri Diwan photo
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 governments of countries with which Muscat has 

distinguished relations.  
According to SPA, Prince Mohammed will also 

visit the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Qatar. His trip to Doha will mark the first visit since 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar severed ties four years ago. 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain cut all links with 
Qatar in June 2017, alleging it backed radical Islamist 
groups and was too close to Riyadh’s rival Tehran - 
allegations Doha denied. They restored full relations 
with Qatar in January after a landmark summit. 

The prince’s tour comes amid a flurry of diploma-
cy to resolve regional disputes, especially with Iran 
and Turkey. There have been signs of a thaw 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran in recent weeks, with 
Tehran and Riyadh holding several rounds of talks 
since April aimed at improving ties. Meanwhile, 
Turkey has sought to rebuild relations with former 
rivals in the Gulf, including the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia. Simmering tensions between Ankara and 
Riyadh escalated after the 2018 killing of Saudi jour-

nalist Jamal Khashoggi in the kingdom’s Istanbul 
consulate. 

Prince Mohammed’s tour coincides with a visit to 
Doha by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
yesterday, although Qatar’s foreign minister has said 
it was coincidental. Erdogan, whose country is reel-
ing from a fresh economic crisis and is searching for 
foreign investment and trade, met with Qatari Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani yesterday. 

The two discussed enhancing their countries’ 
cooperation in various fields, including the economy, 
defense and security, and sports, the Qatar News 
Agency said. During the meeting, Qatar and Turkey 
signed a number of cooperation agreements and 
MoUs. The two countries signed a protocol on 
organizing major events and crises management. The 
two sides also signed a letter of intent on partner-
ship between Doha Forum and Antalya Diplomatic 
Forum, as well as MoUs on sports and youth, health 
and medical science.  

An MoU on religious affairs was also inked, in 
addition to cooperation agreements on standardiza-
tion, culture and tourism, and investment. Sheikh 
Tamim and Erdogan expressed hope the agree-
ments would further cement cooperation and take it 
to new heights. The Gulf states are seeking to diver-
sify their economies away from oil, investing heavily 
in recent years in the tourism, entertainment and 
sports sectors.  — Agencies

Saudi, Oman sign 
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“The UAE is the first nation in the world to intro-

duce a national working week shorter than the global 
five-day week,” it said. 

The Western-style weekend, rumored for years, 
was announced less than a week after the former 
British protectorate celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
its formation. The UAE observed a Thursday-Friday 
weekend until 2006, when it moved to Fridays and 
Saturdays. “The extended weekend comes as part of 
the UAE government’s efforts to boost work-life bal-
ance and enhance social wellbeing, while increasing 
performance to advance the UAE’s economic compet-
itiveness,” the WAM report said. It added that the 
change “will better align the UAE with global markets, 
reflecting the country’s strategic status on the global 
economic map.” 

The new arrangement is another bold step for the 
UAE, which last year broke with decades of Arab 
consensus by normalizing relations with the Zionist 
entity, unlocking hundreds of millions of dollars in 
trade. It gives the UAE the jump on regional com-

petitors including neighboring Saudi Arabia, the Arab 
world’s largest economy which is seeking a greater 
international presence as it diversifies its economy 
away from oil. 

The changed week was generally welcomed on 
social media, where the subject was trending and the 
official announcements were widely retweeted. Manoj, 
an IT worker in Dubai’s Business Bay district, said the 
Friday-Saturday weekend had long caused problems 
when working with clients in different countries. “I 
think it’s a great step because collaborating with dif-
ferent clients overseas always provides a problem, 
because we are not working on Fridays and they are 
not working on Sundays,” he said. “So there is a gap of 
like three days before we actually sync up.” 

Monica, a financial sector worker, said: “I think it’s 
good from an international point of view that we are in 
line with the world, with the globe. “And in terms of 
having the extra half-day on Friday, I think it works 
well because it will give us more time with family.” 

Livermore, of Oxford Economics Middle East, told 
AFP the alignment with Europe and Asia “will help 
internationally orientated business that are an impor-
tant pillar of the economy and could attract invest-
ment.” At the same time, “a shorter working week does 
present some challenges in terms of managing output 
costs, although there is some evidence that a shorter 
working week can boost productivity of the work-
force,” he added. — AFP 
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uctions: ultimately, the fate of such opera-

tions is restitution”. 
In one year, Iraq has recovered nearly 

18,000 artefacts, including 17,899 pieces 
returned from the US in the summer. About 

4,000 years old, the artefacts were returned 
in late July aboard a plane carrying Prime 
Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi from a trip to 
Washington where he met US President Joe 
Biden. “This day represent a victory in the 
face of the desperate attempts of those why 
try to steal our great history and our ancient 
civilization,” Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad 
Hussein said Tuesday. 

The tablet reappeared in Britain in 2001. 
An American art dealer bought it from a 
London-based Jordanian family in 2003, 
before sending the piece to the United States 
without declaring its true nature to customs. It 

was then sold to antique dealers in 2007 for 
$50,000 under a false certificate of origin. 
The tablet was sold once again in 2014 for 
$1.67 million to the owners of craft chain 
Hobby Lobby, the Green family, fundamental-
ist Christians who wanted to display it at their 
Museum of the Bible in Washington. 

A museum curator became concerned 
about the tablet’s origins in 2017, feeling that its 
documentation was incomplete. It was finally 
seized in 2019. Iraq has seen its historical arti-
facts looted for decades, including since the US 
invasion in 2003 and the rise of the Islamic 
State militant group 10 years later.  — AFP  

Ancient tablet 
back in Iraq...

The Gilgamesh Tablet is displayed in Baghdad yesterday. — AFP 


