
CURAH KOBOKAN, Indonesia: Three days after
Indonesia’s Mount Semeru erupted and rained
burning mud and ash on it, the village closest to the
volcano was shrouded in grey-many of its homes
destroyed, streets full of debris and trees felled like
matchsticks.

Fewer than 20 kilometres (12 miles) from the
crater of Java island’s tallest mountain, Curah
Kobokan was largely deserted yesterday as emer-
gency crews combed through husks of buildings
with tools and rescue dogs, hoping to find sur-
vivors-or bodies.

As the hot ash spewed
by Semeru on Saturday
descended on the village,
thatch roofs were ripped
off weaker structures. The
volcanic debris even tore
through corrugated metal.
Only a handful of homes
appeared to have been
spared the worst. “My
family house here in Curah
Kobokan is destroyed,”
said sand miner Marzuki Suganda, who lives and
works in a nearby village.

“I’m traumatised, I asked my relatives if they
were brave enough to go back to Curah Kobokan
and they all said no, they’d rather sleep under a
tree.” Inside the living room of one home, volcanic
dust stained everything-including the coffee table
and couch next to it.

The family photos on the walls were hidden

behind layers of ash. The shattered remains of the
roof filled all the rooms of the house. Through one
destroyed door, some clothes and a backpack hung
covered with dark grey dust.

Outside in the muddy and ash-covered streets, a
search and rescue operation was under way, with
crews going house to house while taking care to
avoid uneven, dangerous surfaces and unstable
structures. A small pickup truck was seen loaded
with salvaged household items.

‘We have no solution’ 
The village was home to

an estimated 50 families
before the eruption, many
of whom worked at the
sand mines that pepper
Semeru’s slopes. The vol-
canic deposits in the area
are rich for sand extraction,
but they expose the mines
and the settlements around
them to the constant dan-
ger of an eruption.

“It’s a dilemma... working in a sand mine guar-
antees stable income,” said miner Siyadi, who goes
by one name like many Indonesians. “We have
needs. I know the risk is high but what else can we
do?” Indonesian President Joko Widodo said dur-
ing a trip to the affected area that around 2,000
homes may need to be relocated after the erup-
tion, which has killed at least 34 people and dis-
placed thousands.

But for many who depend on the sand mines in
the shadow of Semeru, there are few other options.
“If the government shut down sand mines, would
they provide for us? Would there be another job?”
asked Siyadi. “We have no choice, no solution.”

The latest eruption of Semeru was the turning

point for Marzuki Suganda, however. “If I were told
to live here again, I wouldn’t dare,” the 30-year-old
said. “I’d think 1,000 times about going back to
work as a sand miner. “This place will become a
ghost town. No one wants to come back here... It is
very dangerous living here.” —AFP
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Many homes destroyed, streets full of debris and trees felled like matchsticks

Indonesia’s Mount Semeru volcano
rains destruction on village

LUMAJANG, East Java, Indonesia: Family members wait for news as rescuers search for victims at the buried
homes in Sumber Wuluh village in Lumajang yesterday, following the Mount Semeru eruption that killed at
least 34 people. —AFP

BANGKOK: Myanmar’s military
hopes jailing Aung San Suu Kyi will be
the “closing chapter” for its longtime
nemesis and her party, but resistance
to junta rule has already moved out
from under her shadow, analysts say.
Massive protests and a bloody crack-
down on dissent followed Suu Kyi’s
detention in the early hours of the
February 1 putsch that ended the
Southeast Asian country’s democratic
interlude.

While the junta has since brought a
catalogue of charges against the 76-
year-old Nobel laureate, and slapped
her with a first sentence on Monday
of two years in jail for incitement
against the military and breaching
coronavirus rules, pro-democracy
demonstrators are moving beyond the
movement she led decades ago.

Many protesters believe the cur-
rent struggle must permanently root
out military dominance of the coun-
try’s politics and economy. But for the
junta, crushing Suu Kyi and the
National League for Democracy
(NLD) party she founded is seen as
an end to a major source of anti-mili-
tary resistance. “These are the soft
charges which the regime could have
spared her, but chose not to,” said
independent analyst Soe Myint Aung
of Monday’s ruling, which drew swift
international condemnation.

“The military seems to have dou-
bled down on its highly oppressive
approach” towards Suu Kyi the NLD,
he added. She faces a raft of other

indictments in the closed-door junta
court, including multiple charges of
corruption-each carrying a possible
sentence of 15 years in prison.

The next verdict is expected on
December 14 on another charge that
she breached coronavirus rules dur-
ing 2020 elections won by the NLD,
according to a source familiar with
the case. In recent weeks, junta-
appointed judges have sentenced
other senior members of the NLD to
long periods in jail. A former chief
minister was sentenced to 75 years in
prison, while a close Suu Kyi aide and
NLD speaker received 20 for treason.

“This period seems like the closing
chapter, totally sidelining Suu Kyi and
rupturing the party for good,” independ-
ent analyst David Mathieson told AFP. 

New force 
Suu Kyi remains hugely popular in

Myanmar, even if her international
image has been tainted by her previ-
ous power-sharing deal with the gen-
erals and failure to speak up for the
persecuted Rohingya minority. After
Monday’s verdict, residents in Yangon
banged pots and pans-a practice tra-
ditionally associated with driving out
evil spirits but which has been used
since February to voice defiance.
Flash mob rallies and adoption of the
three-finger pro-democracy salute
have become prominent symbols
since the coup, showing younger
activists share more in common with
contemporaries in Hong Kong and

Thailand than the elderly veterans of
their own country’s political struggles.

Analysts also say hundreds have
trekked to rebel-held areas for com-
bat training or joined “people’s
defence forces” to f ight back
against the military-shunning Suu
Kyi’s core principle of non-violence.
A shadow government dominated by
ousted lawmakers from Suu Kyi’s
party has sought to fan the flames,
declaring a “people’s defensive war”
against the junta.

The months of bloodshed have left
a shrinking space for the kind of com-
promise between the NLD and the
military that characterised Suu Kyi’s
government, even as the junta says it
wants to hold fresh polls. “Being
involved in any future elections will

likely be dangerous... former NLD
members will be branded as turncoats
and could be targeted by the resist-
ance,” Mathieson said.

It is more likely the party will con-
tinue to exist as a vehicle working to
overturn the putsch, he added, but will
be made up of disparate elements
working to mobilise civil and armed
resistance against the generals. In
seeking to remove Suu Kyi and the
NLD from the field, the State
Administration Council-as the junta
calls itself-may have opened up space
for a new unknown, he added.

“Perhaps the SAC have created a
political force of a different stripe that
could prove even more determined
than Suu Kyi to end military rule?”
Mathieson said. — AFP

NAYPYIDAW, Myanmar: File photo shows, Myanmar’s Commander-in-Chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing (L) and National League for Democracy (NLD) party
leader Aung San Suu Kyi shaking hands after their meeting at the Commander
in-Chief’s office in Naypyidaw. —AFP

Suu Kyi down but Myanmar
democracy movement not out

Bangladesh minister
quits after sexist 
tirade, rape threat 
DHAKA: An influential Bangladeshi politician
resigned yesterday after a sexist tirade against
the granddaughter of the country’s ailing
opposition leader and claims he threatened a
prominent actress with rape. State minister of
information Murad Hassan launched into a dia-
tribe against Khaleda Zia, a former prime min-
ister later jailed by her archrival and current
premier Sheikh Hasina, during a talk show
appearance broadcast on a pro-government
Facebook page last week.

He then turned his attention to Zia’s grand-
daughter, who lives in exile in London, telling
his audience that the 26-year-old “can’t sleep
at night without sleeping with ......”. Footage of
the broadcast garnered more than five million
views in three days and was widely con-
demned, with a student group burning his effi-
gy at the elite Dhaka University. 

Protests intensified after the online publica-
tion of a phone conversation purporting to
contain a recording of the minister threatening
to drag popular film actress Mahia Mahi into a
five-star hotel and rape her. Mahi said the
recording was authentic in a video published
to her Facebook page. 

“I was very embarrassed that day... And
today I’m embarrassed again. It has belittled
me in front of my countrymen,” she said.
Hassan announced his resignation in a letter
yesterday “citing personal causes”, information
ministry spokesman Mohammad Gias Uddin
told AFP by phone. — AFP

Girls with chance to
study under Taleban
rule dare to dream 
NAWABAD: When the Taleban overran Nawabad
village in central Afghanistan, lessons carried on at
the local girls’ secondary school — in stark contrast
to most of the country where older girls have been
barred from secondary education.

The school has remained open to teenage pupils
because it is run by an NGO, exposing the contra-
dictions emerging across Afghanistan as its new
rulers’ orders are implemented. “The (Taleban)
came and saw the students and classes and they
were happy because we all had our hijab,” Forozan,
one of the young teachers, told AFP, referring to the
Islamic head covering.

Since taking control in August, the Taleban have
imposed severe restrictions on women and girls,
despite pledging a softer rule compared with their
first stint in power in the 1990s.

In several provinces, local Taleban authorities
have been persuaded to reopen schools — but mil-
lions of girls still remain cut off. In Nawabad, the
school is run by the Swedish Committee for
Afghanistan (SCA), an organisation active in the
country for four decades. It is in Ghazni province,
which the Taleban have long controlled part of, and
where they have largely tolerated girls’ schooling.

University dreams 
In Langar, another village in the district, the only

class for girls and young women at another SCA-
run project is continuing. “When the Taleban took
Kabul we had no hope that they would let the
school continue — but they did,” said 18-year-old

Mahida. Her class is made up of 18-26 year-olds
who missed out on education and are now gearing
up for end-of-year exams. “We were afraid to go to
school. We couldn’t get out of our home because of
the war,” Mahida said.

All of the girls in Langar hope to continue their
studies, to become teachers, doctors or engineers.
But they don’t even know if they will be able to sit
university entrance exams.

Even before August, many girls in Ghazni
province were deprived of any secondary educa-
tion at all because of distance, poverty, early mar-
riage and conflict.

Some six kilometres (four miles) away in the
remote village of Jangalak, 19-year-old Zahra, an
aspiring engineer, attends an SCA-run class for stu-

dents who have gaps in their education.
The Taleban approved her and others’ schooling,

though classes on civic pride and patriotism were
replaced by religious instruction. “I see the Taleban
every day when I come to school,” Zahra said.
“(They) have no problem with us.” But in the same
building, other female students who were previous-
ly enrolled in state-run classes have been stuck at
home since the takeover. Education ministry data
for 2016 indicates less than one in five Afghan
women can read and write, compared with more
than 60 percent of men. Sat at a restaurant in the
city of Ghazni, the Taleban’s deputy provincial head
of culture sought to justify the suspension of
schooling. “We have to find money to pay salaries
for the teachers,” Mansoor Afghan told AFP. — AFP

NAWABAD, Afghanistan: Picture taken on November 14, 2021 shows female students sitting inside a class-
room of grade 12 at a school in Langar village, in the Qarabagh district, some 56 km south-west of Ghazni, in
Ghazni province. — AFP

Sporadic violence 
in Gambia after
opposition 
election defeat 
BANJUL, Gambia: Sporadic clashes broke out
near the Gambian capital Banjul late Monday
between police and supporters of opposition
leader Ousainou Darboe, who contested his defeat
in presidential elections at the weekend, AFP
reporters saw.

Police used tear gas against several dozen sup-
porters of Darboe, hours after he had appealed for
calm and said he would pursue his grievances in
court if needed. Red Cross workers helped people
who had been affected by the tear gas.

The reason for the police intervention was not
immediately clear. Darboe’s spokesman, Amadou
Scattred Janneh, attacked the action as an “unnec-
essary provocation”. The crowd had gathered out-
side Darboe’s home and had been “largely in a cel-
ebratory mood”, he said.

“At least 15 people suffered serious injuries and
had to be evacuated by urgent medical attention,”
he added. Scattered incidents were also reported
around Banjul. AFP did not receive a reply from
authorities for comment. Barrow was returned to
office in Saturday’s vote after a first five-year term
that ended the 22-year dictatorship of Yahya
Jammeh. According to official results, the former
property developer secured 53 percent of the vote,
far ahead of Darboe’s 27.7 percent. The turnout
was very high, at 87 percent. How the six candi-
dates and their supporters respond to defeat or
victory are crucial factors in the immediate future
of this young democracy. — AFP


