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Landing a top A-lister should be
welcome news for any movie, but
“Being the Ricardos” producers

faced a furious backlash when Nicole
Kidman was unveiled as the star who
would play legendary comedian Lucille
Ball. Fans of the seminal 1950s sitcom “I
Love Lucy” railed against the Australian
Oscar-winner’s casting as the US nation-
al treasure with such venom that Ball’s
daughter even posted a video imploring
them to “stop arguing.” “‘She doesn’t
look like her.’ ‘Her nose isn’t the same.’
‘She isn’t as funny.’ Blah blah blah blah
blah,” said Lucie Arnaz in January. “Just
trust us. It’s going to be a nice film.”

Kidman and director Aaron Sorkin
stuck to their guns, and audiences will
soon make up their own minds as the
film-which had its premiere in Los
Angeles Monday-hits US theaters Friday.
The original “I Love Lucy” followed the
wacky exploits of the Ricardos, a young
interracial couple living in New York
City, and was watched by up to 60 mil-
lion viewers at its peak. “Being the
Ricardos” takes place largely behind the
scenes during one week of production
on the sitcom in 1952, during which Ball-
the show’s lead actress-was very pub-
licly accused of being a Communist.

Javier Bardem plays Desi Arnaz, Ball’s
husband both in real life and on-screen in
their hugely successful series. While the
casting of a 52-year-old Spaniard to play
a more youthful Cuban stoked further
controversy among devotees, Sorkin told
his actors that he had no interest in repli-
cating the hugely influential sitcom itself.

“He was just so not interested in the car-
bon copy impersonation-and that’s bold,”
said Kidman at a recent preview screen-
ing. “I had massive trepidation about a
month prior, and Aaron had to get on the
phone and send me some emails saying
‘you got this’... it was frightening but
incredibly exciting,” she said.

‘Terrifying’ 
Ball, who died in 1989, appeared reg-

ularly on US television for nearly three
decades. After “I Love Lucy,” which ran
from 1951 to 1957, she went on to star in

“The Lucy-Desi Comedy Hour,” “The
Lucy Show” and “Here’s Lucy.” She also
appeared in more than 70 movies. The
film highlights her trailblazing work as a
female star who called the shos on set,
and Arnaz’s impressive influence over
suited executives and sponsors despite
his previous status as a bongo-playing
bandleader from Cuba. As the week
unfurls, tensions also bubble in the real-
world couple’s frequently tempestuous
marriage.

While the focus is on the real people
behind the show, Kidman is occasionally

called on to recreate moments from the
series, including a famous comedy set-
piece in which Lucy stomps grapes in an
Italian vineyard. “It was my obsession to
get it absolutely accurate,” recalled
Kidman. “It was (Sorkin’s) obsession to
have the human beings portrayed.” The
original “I Love Lucy” remains popular
on US television reruns even today,
although Bardem and Kidman admitted it
was “not as well known” to them grow-
ing up in Spain and Australia. But Lucille
and Desi’s daughter Lucie was a regular
and “terrifying” presence on set, said

Kidman, with Sorkin and his cast “on the
receiving end” of her advice about her
parents’ depiction. “I emphasized to each
of them that I am not looking for an
impersonation of these characters... ‘Play
the characters in the script. You’re fully
equipped to do this,’” recalled Sorkin.

“I didn’t want either of these two to
freak out, to feel that burden that it’s an
impersonation. The impersonation is just
smaller than what we were doing.” After
its debut in theaters, “Being the
Ricardos” will be available to stream on
Amazon Prime from December 21. —AFP

Australian actress Nicole Kidman (left) and Spanish actor Javier Bardem arrive for the
premiere of “Being The Ricardos” at the Academy Museum in Los Angeles. —AFP photos

(From left) Javier Bardem, Nicole Kidman, Nina Arianda, JK Simmons, and Aaron Sorkin
attend the premiere of Amazon Studios’ “Being The Ricardos”.

Canadian rap superstar Drake asked for his two Grammy
nominations to be withdrawn this year and the Recording
Academy has honored his request, multiple sources told

AFP Monday. Drake had been up for two rap awards at January’s
ceremony, but his mega-hit album “Certified Lover Boy” was
conspicuously left out of the general field categories last month,
and the artist has clashed with the Academy multiple times. The
singer is also currently facing multiple lawsuits over a rap con-
cert in Texas last month during which ten fans were killed by a
lethal crowd surge. No explanation was provided by Drake’s
representatives for his request.

A source close to the artist said the decision had been made
by Drake and his management, and had been honored by the
Grammys. A Recording Academy source familiar with the request
confirmed those details to AFP, and Drake’s nominations have
been removed from the official Grammys website, just as final-
round ballot voting began. Drake, one of the world’s top-selling
and most influential musicians, has won four Grammys. In a 2017
interview, he accused the Grammys of pigeonholing him as a rap-
per because he is Black. “The only category that they can man-
age to fit me in is in a rap category, maybe because I’ve rapped
in the past or because I’m Black,” he said on Apple’s Beats 1
radio. At the 2019 Grammys, Drake again vented his frustration
that Black hip-hop artists are not always given their due.

“We play in an opinion-based sport, not a factual-based
sport,” Drake said as he accepted his lone award for Best Rap
Song for “God’s Plan.” “This is a business where sometimes it is
up to a bunch of people that might not understand what a
mixed-race kid from Canada has to say.” Other top Black artists

including The Weeknd, Frank Ocean and Jay-Z have all slammed
the Grammys as irrelevant in recent years, especially citing its
failure to recognize Black artists. Last month, Drake was sued
for having “incited mayhem” after he participated in the closing
15 minutes of Travis Scott’s headline set at the Astroworld festi-
val-well after authorities had declared an emergency. The 64th
Grammy Awards ceremony is due to take place in Los Angeles
on January 31. —AFP

In this file photo Canadian rapper Drake accepts the award for Best
Rap Song for “Gods Plan” during the 61st Annual Grammy Awards in
Los Angeles. —AFP

The women and men who write the
movies have spoken: “Get Out” is
the best screenplay of the century.

So far, at least. Members of the Writers
Guild of America voted the 2017 racially-
charged thriller from Jordan Peele the
best bit of film writing of the last 21 years,
placing it atop a list of 101 movies. The
Jim Carrey and Kate Winslet romance
“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind”
came in second, while third and fourth
spots are taken by Facebook backstory
“The Social Network” and Korean
genre-hopper “Parasite.” 

The eclectic collection gives nods
to titles as varied as animated action
adventure “The Incredibles,” crime
caper “Ocean’s Eleven,” mockumen-
tary “Borat” and Christopher Nolan’s
dream-delving “Inception.” “The
very concept of ‘writing for the
screen’ is in existential crisis,” an

article on the Writers Guild of
America website says. 

“The studio system has given way
to the streaming system, where
everything, no matter the source,
competes for eyeballs. This ...
democratization of content has also
changed a lot of hard-and-fast rules.
“Depth of character, once strictly the
province of the drama, or the issue
film, is not out of place in a super-
hero movie or one starring a badly
behaving bridesmaid.

“And formerly individuated genres
like sci-fi, horror, comedy, and drama
intersect freely, sometimes all in the
same screenplay.” The list follows a
poll of members 15 years ago that
crowned wartime spy-thriller
“Casablanca” the greatest screenplay
of all time, followed by mobster flick
“The Godfather.” —AFP

To celebrate the spirit of the season
and the coming New Year, the
International Women’s Group-

Kuwait, held its annual seasonal dinner for
members and guests on December 5, 2021. 

The ladies of the IWG Board greeted
members as they entered the seasonally
decorated Al-Jawahara Balloorm at the
Crowne Plaza where Santa was waiting to
give out gifts and take pictures with the
attendees. 

Laila Boulos, public relations coordina-
tor, introduced Cristiana Baldocci, wife of
the Italian Ambassador and President of the
International Women’s Group in Kuwait.

Baldocci welcomed members and guests,
including the ambassadors of Kenya,

Argentina, Tanzania, Canada and the United
States, and wished everyone the best for
the season and the New Year. As always,
she expressed her gratitude to Sheikha
Hanouf Badr Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah,
Honorary President of IWG, for her contin-
ued support of the group. She also thanked
the IWG board for their help in organizing
the event.  To commence the festivities, a
beautiful video of Christmas in Bethlehem,
provided by Rima Khalidi, the wife of the
Palestinian Ambassador was shown; the
guests were then treated to a musical per-
formance by the scouts from the Orthodox
Church in Kuwait, followed by Santa lead-
ing Christmas games and lucky draws. 

A raffle was conducted with many won-

derful items which also included special
prizes kindly offered by the Palestinian and
Armenian Embassy.  Shireen Hattar, an
IWG member delighted her fellow mem-
bers with a medley of seasonal songs. 

A magnificent dinner was prepared by
the chefs of the Crowne Plaza and in clos-
ing special prizes were drawn for the atten-
dees, and a stunning Lebanese Dabke per-
formance.

In closing Baldocci thanked the IWG
Board for their fabulous work in organizing
the event, generous sponsors, all the talent-
ed performers who provided entertainment
for the evening and, of course, the staff of
the Crowne Plaza for their impeccable
attention to every detail.


