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LIVERPOOL: As Barcelona and Spanish champions 
Atletico Madrid scrap for a place in the Champions 
League last 16 this week, the Premier League’s four 
participants can take it easy knowing their places in 
the knockout stages are already guaranteed. 
Liverpool, Manchester City and Manchester United 
have all secured top spot in their groups with a game 
to spare, while defending champions Chelsea will join 
them with victory over Zenit Saint Petersburg. 

The success of English clubs this season continues a 
worrying trend for the rest of Europe. Two of the past 
three Champions League finals have been all-English 
affairs, contested by four different clubs. If results on 
the field were not galling enough for the rest of Europe, 
the Premier League’s ability to attract record-breaking 
television rights deals from around the globe has 
fuelled fears the gap between the top English clubs and 
the rest will only grow in coming years. 

The English top-flight has long enjoyed its posi-
tion as the wealthiest league in the world on the back 
of bumper TV deals for the domestic market. But 
even as the value of those rights has stalled over the 
past two tenders, the international market has 
ensured there is still steady growth. 

Last month, the Premier League secured a report-
ed $2.7 billion (£2 billion) renewal with US broad-
caster NBC for a six-year rights deal. That followed 
another £2 billion overseas six-year deal for the 
Nordic countries, starting in 2022. By comparison, 
Spain’s La Liga celebrated a $1.4 billion deal in May 
with ESPN for US rights 
that runs for the next eight 
years. The relative size of 
those deals means the 
impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic has been felt 
very differently across the 
continent. 

 
Transfer cash 

In the most recent 
transfer window, Premier 
League clubs’ net spend 
of £560 million was more than 10 times that of La 
Liga (£55 million), Serie A (£50 million) and Ligue 
1 (£15 million), while Bundesliga clubs made a net 
profit of an estimated £35 million thanks to Jadon 
Sancho’s £73 mill ion move from Borussia 

Dortmund to Manchester United. 
Sancho followed Kai Havertz and Timo Werner in 

swapping Germany for England with another 
Dortmund pair, Jude Bellingham and Erling Haaland, 
tipped to make the same move next year. Bayer 
Leverkusen CEO Fernando Carro told AFP the 

Bundesliga risked becom-
ing merely a development 
league for the Premier 
League if the current trend 
continued. 

“We tried to buy a 
player in the summer and 
in the end a promoted 
side from the Premier 
League was able to pay 
more money and a higher 
salary than us, a top-four 
side in Germany,” said 

Carro. “The Premier League has so much more 
money and resources than any other country. This 
is not good for us.” Spanish clubs have suffered 
from the talent drain. Between 2013 and 2020 La 
Liga boasted the best UEFA coefficient for per-

formance in European competition. 
This week financially stricken Barca, Atletico, 

Sevilla and Villarreal are all in serious peril of bow-
ing out at the group stage of the Champions 
League. Exits would deal another heavy economic 
blow to a league that has already mortgaged a 
share of future TV rights to private equity firm 
CVC for a cash injection. Leverkusen’s Carro 
warned differences were becoming stark. “We 
could double or triple our TV income and we still 
wouldn’t close the gap,” he warned. The failed 
European Super League project was designed to 
bring the superpowers of Spanish and Italian foot-
ball back on a level playing field. 

That plan was foiled when the six English clubs 
involved quickly withdrew after a furious backlash 
from fans earlier this year. But Real Madrid, 
Barcelona and Juventus have refused to give up the 
fight as they seek fresh income streams that their 
domestic competitions do not provide. Others may 
soon come back to the table should the Premier 
League clubs continue to pull away and establish 
themselves as unchallengable giants in the European 
game.  —AFP

Barcelona and Atletico Madrid scrap for a place

Premier League riches sow fear  
among Champions League rivals

Everton end barren  
run, thump Arsenal 

 
LIVERPOOL: Everton struck twice in the final 11 
minutes to end an eight-game winless run with a 2-1 
victory over Arsenal that lifts the pressure on man-
ager Rafael Benitez. Another night of frustration 
looked in store for the Toffees as Richarlison had 
two goals marginally ruled out by VAR for offside 
either side of Martin Odegaard’s opener for the 
Gunners. But Richarlison was not to be denied a 
third time when he headed home before Demarai 
Gray smashed home a thunderous strike in stop-
page time for a deserved win. 

A planned supporter protest for the 27th minute 
to mark 27 years without silverware for Everton did 
not result in a mass walkout and the home crowd 
played their part in a stirring fightback. Benitez was 
not a popular appointment among the Everton fans 
due to his history as a former manager of local 
rivals Liverpool. A 4-1 defeat by the Reds in their 
last outing increased calls for the Spaniard to be 
sacked, but his position at the club was strength-
ened over the weekend as it was sporting director 
Marcel Brands who departed. 

There was far more for cause for optimism among 
the crowd at Goodison Park as they opened up an 
eight-point cushion over the relegation zone and 
climbed up to 12th in the table. By contrast, it was 
another damaging night for Arsenal’s chances of 
returning to the Champions League next season as 
they suffered a third consecutive away defeat to 
remain four points adrift of the top four. Everton were 
lucky not to go down to 10 men midway through a 
tepid first half when Ben Godfrey’s stamp onto the 
face of Takehiro Tomiyasu went unpunished by VAR. 

Richarlison brought the game to life when his 

header found the far corner from Andros 
Townsend’s free-kick, but had just strayed offside. 
Moments later, Arsenal had a half-time lead rather 
than a deficit as Kieran Tierney’s cross perfectly 
picked out Odegaard to steer into the bottom cor-
ner. There was no sense of Everton’s players giving 
up on their manager after the break as they came 
flying out the traps and thought they had levelled 
when Richarlison smashed home at the near post 
from Abdoulaye Doucoure’s pass. 

However, again he was denied by VAR for the 
finest of margins. It was third time lucky for the 
Brazilian 11 minutes from time as he sent a looping 
header over Aaron Ramsdale after Gray’s shot rat-
tled the Arsenal crossbar. Arsenal boss Mikel Arteta 
had dropped Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang from his 
starting line-up and did not even introduce the club 
captain with his first change to his forward line as 
Eddie Nketiah replaced Gabriel Martinelli. 

That decision came back to haunt the former 
Everton midfielder as Nketiah headed onto the post 
with the goal gaping six minutes from time. Two 
minutes into stoppage time, Gray produced the 
moment of quality that could turn his side’s season 
as he charged towards goal and unleashed an 
unstoppable drive in off the post. There was still 

time for Aubameyang to salvage a point, but his 
wayward finish with just Jordan Pickford to beat 
with the last kick of the game showed why Arteta 
felt he could not trust the Gabon international from 
the start. —AFP
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      News in brief

Spurs hit by COVID-19  
 
LONDON: Tottenham have been hit by a coronavirus 
outbreak ahead of their vital Europa Conference 
League match against Rennes, reports said yesterday. It 
is understood that a number of first-team players and 
members of the coaching staff have tested positive for 
COVID-19, with more tests due to take place. Antonio 
Conte’s side are due to face French team Rennes on 
Thursday before Premier League games against 
Brighton and Leicester. Under current rules, players 
who test positive must self-isolate for 10 days. Calling 
off the Europa Conference game appears unlikely as, 
according to UEFA rules, a team needs to have fewer 
than 13 available players or no registered goalkeeper 
available for that to be the case. Rennes are already 
through to the last 16 of the competition as group win-
ners while Tottenham currently lead Vitesse on goal dif-
ference in the battle for second place. —AFP  
 
 
Rangers ‘bemused, frustrated’  
 
PARIS: Rangers said they were “bemused and frustrat-
ed” by French authorities’ decision to block fans from 
travelling to this week’s Europa League game at Lyon. 
The Scottish champions head to France on Thursday but 
will be unable to play in front of visiting supporters due 
to policing issues. “We understand that there is a ‘festival 
of light’ planned in the city which will test the policing 
resource and city infrastructure,” they said. “We previ-
ously underlined to our support that the local authorities 
in France were being intransigent and initially unwilling 
to engage. “Only late last week they agreed that we 
could have 2,200 supporters admitted. “The decision to 
reverse this is bemusing, and extremely frustrating, given 
the short notice. “It beggars belief that three days after 
that decision was taken and three days before the match 
is due to be played, it is our supporters who are now 
going to be left out of pocket by this decision by the 
French interior minister,” they added. —AFP  
 
 
Kovacic tests COVID positive  
 
LONDON: Chelsea midfielder Mateo Kovacic has test-
ed positive for coronavirus just a day after returning to 
training, manager Thomas Tuchel announced yesterday. 
The 27-year-old had been out of action since late 
October and Tuchel had hoped to ease him back into 
action this week. N’Golo Kante remains sidelined with a 
knee issue, while Jorginho has been forced to play 
through the pain of a back problem and will now miss 
today’s Champions League trip to Zenit Saint 
Petersburg, leaving Tuchel short of defensive midfield-
ers. “We have bad news because Mateo was in training 
yesterday and with a big smile and it was a pure pleas-
ure to have him back,” said Tuchel. —AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Everton’s Irish defender Seamus Coleman 
(left) vies with Arsenal’s Swiss midfielder Granit 
Xhaka (right) during the English Premier League foot-
ball match between Everton and Arsenal at Goodison 
Park in Liverpool. —AFP

Football: EPL Table 

Man City 15 11 2 2 32 9 35 
Liverpool 15 10 4 1 44 12 34 
Chelsea 15 10 3 2 35 9 33 
West Ham 15 8 3 4 28 19 27 
Tottenham 14 8 1 5 16 17 25 
Man United 15 7 3 5 25 24 24 
Arsenal 15 7 2 6 18 22 23 
Wolves 15 6 3 6 12 13 21 
Brighton 15 4 8 3 14 16 20 
Aston Villa 15 6 1 8 21 24 19 

Leicester 15 5 4 6 23 27 19 
Everton 15 5 3 7 19 25 18 
Brentford 15 4 5 6 19 21 17 
Crystal Palace 15 3 7 5 19 21 16 
Leeds 15 3 7 5 15 22 16 
Southampton 15 3 7 5 14 21 16 
Watford 15 4 1 10 20 29 13 
Burnley 14 1 7 6 14 21 10 
Newcastle 15 1 7 7 17 30 10 
Norwich 15 2 4 9 8 31 10

LONDON: English Premier League table after Monday’s match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points): 

Reality bites again  
for Barca ahead of  
rescue mission  

 
MADRID: No sooner has reality hit than Barcelona 
have to believe in miracles again as Xavi Hernandez’s 
team seek a victory away at Bayern Munich today to 
take them into the Champions League last 16. Four 
weeks after Xavi was appointed, Barca suffered their 
first defeat under their new coach on Saturday and as 
Real Betis’ Juanmi celebrated in the corner at Camp 
Nou, it felt like a bit of hope began to fizzle. Xavi 
arrived as the club’s iconic former midfielder and 

devoted student of Pep Guardiola, a symbol of a return 
to the values and principles that Barcelona hold dear 
and were seen to have lost. 

Nobody expected a transformation, that ‘tiki-taka’ 
would be rekindled overnight or that Memphis Depay 
would morph into Lionel Messi or that a porous 
defense would suddenly tighten up. Few disagreed that 
Xavi would need time, and most probably a lot of it, to 
turn Barcelona even into a contender again, let alone a 
winner of the game’s biggest prizes. But they might 
have hoped to steer clear of losing at home to Real 
Betis, an upwardly mobile team under Manuel 
Pellegrini with talented players but one that is more 
likely to finish in La Liga’s top eight than its top four. 

Just as they might have thought it possible 
Barcelona would win at home to Benfica last month, a 
result that would have rendered today’s game against 

Bayern meaningless, with progress to the last 16 safely 
secured. Instead, the first 30 days of Xavi’s tenure have 
been yet another exercise in hammering home reality 
and perspective. There have been glimpses of innova-
tion and change but the overriding sense is of familiar 
flaws being underlined and expectations being further 
downgraded. 

“In the dressing room I have told them that I am 
proud, that this is football,” said Xavi. “It is a shame 
and I hope it doesn’t affect us because today we have 
to compete like animals to try to get through.” 
Barcelona are now 16 points behind La Liga’s leaders 
Real Madrid, and while they can make that 13 by win-
ning a game in hand, it feels almost pointless now to 
compare. If re-joining the title race recently appeared 
a possible, albeit lofty, target to achieve, it has quickly 
become almost completely out of reach.—AFP 


