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US boycotts Beijing Winter Olympics 

BEIJING: China warned yesterday the United 
States would “pay the price” for a diplomatic boy-
cott of the Beijing Winter Olympics over human 
rights concerns. The US move - which stopped short 
of preventing athletes from attending - comes after 
Washington spent months wrangling over what 
position to take on the Games, beginning in February 
next year, over what it has termed China’s “geno-
cide” of the Uyghur minority. 

The move drew fiery opposition from Beijing, 
which threatened unspecified countermeasures, 
warning the US would “pay the price for its wrong-
doing”. “Stay tuned,” Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters at a daily 
press briefing. “The US attempt to interfere with the 
Beijing Winter Olympics out of ideological preju-
dice, based on lies and rumors, will only expose (its) 
sinister intentions,” Zhao said. 

“The Winter Olympics are not a stage for politi-
cal shows and political manipulation,” he added, 
accusing the US of “actions that interfere in and 
undermine the Beijing Winter Olympics.” But 
Washington’s move was broadly welcomed by 
rights groups and politicians in the US, where 
President Joe Biden has been under pressure to 

speak out against Chinese rights abuses. White 
House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said the adminis-
tration would send no diplomatic or official repre-
sentation to the Games given China’s “ongoing 
genocide and crimes against humanity in Xinjiang 
and other human rights abuses.” 

Sending official representation would signal that 
the Games were “business as usual,” Psaki said. 
“And we simply can’t do that.” “The athletes on 
Team USA have our full support. We will be behind 
them 100 percent as we cheer them on from home,” 
she added. The International Olympic Committee 
called it a “purely political decision for each gov-
ernment, which the IOC in its political neutrality 
fully respects.”  

The announcement “also makes it clear that the 
Olympic Games and the participation of the athletes 
are beyond politics and we welcome this,” an IOC 
spokesperson said. Russia - whose predecessor 
state the USSR was subject to a full boycott of the 
Olympics by the United States in 1980 following its 
invasion of Afghanistan - slammed the decision. “Our 
position is that the Olympic Games should be free of 
politics,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters, but said it was positive that participants 

were not impacted by the decision. 
US-China relations hit a low point under Biden’s 

predecessor Donald Trump, with a massive trade 
war and incendiary debate over how the Covid-19 
virus emerged in the Chinese city of Wuhan. Biden 
has sought to re-engage with Beijing while at the 
same time focused on strengthening traditional US 
alliances to counter China’s growing economic clout 
and military presence across the Indo-Pacific region. 

His administration has left Trump-era trade tariffs 
on China in place and continues to order naval 
patrols through sensitive international sea lanes that 
Beijing is accused of trying to bring under its con-
trol. But with Biden also emphasizing the need for 
dialogue, critics on the right say he is being too soft, 
making the looming Olympic Games a political flash-
point. Members of Team USA, their coaches, trainers 
and other staff will still receive consular and diplo-
matic security assistance, State Department 
spokesman Ned Price said. 

Campaigners say that at least one million 
Uyghurs and other Turkic-speaking, mostly Muslim 
minorities have been incarcerated in camps in 
Xinjiang, where China is also accused of forcibly 
sterilizing women and imposing forced labor. Bob 

Menendez, chair of the powerful US Senate foreign 
relations committee, welcomed the diplomatic boy-
cott as “a powerful rebuke” of the “genocide in 
Xinjiang.”  

Human Rights Watch called the Biden administra-
tion’s decision “crucial” but urged more accountabil-
ity “for those responsible for these crimes and jus-
tice for the survivors.” The Beijing Olympics have 
also been overshadowed by sexual assault accusa-
tions made by former tennis star Peng Shuai against 
a retired top Communist Party politician. The three-
time Olympian was not heard from for nearly three 
weeks before re-emerging, after her claims were 
rapidly censored. 

Coming just six months after the pandemic-
delayed Tokyo Summer Games, the Winter 
Olympics will be held from February 4 to 20 in a 
“closed loop” bubble because of COVID-19 
restrictions. On the streets of Beijing, residents told 
AFP that they didn’t agree with the US move. 
“Sports is sports. How is it connected to politics? 
Besides, should political standards be set by the 
US? Does whatever standard you say become the 
de facto standard?” said a 72-year-old retired 
teacher, who gave her surname as Wang —  AFP  

China warns US will ‘pay the price’ for diplomatic boycott 

BEIJING: People walk past a statue with the Olympic Rings titled ‘Dating With the Winter Olympics’ by Huang Jian, near the headquarters of the Beijing Organizing Committee in Shougang Park, one of the sites for the 
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics yesterday. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: The New England Patriots 
kept the ball on the ground and used a stingy 
defense to win their seventh straight game 
with a 14-10 victory over the Buffalo Bills on 
Monday. With wind gusts buffeting Buffalo’s 
Highmark Stadium and light snow falling, the 
Patriots showed why they are the hottest team 
in the NFL as the showdown between two of 
the top teams in the American Football 
Conference turned into a defensive battle. The 
Patriots shunned the passing game and turned 
to their running attack, gaining 222 yards on 
the ground compared to just 19 in the air. 

Rookie quarterback Mac Jones threw just 
three passes all night, completing two, as he 
ran more times than he threw it. He was one of 
seven Patriots players who ran the ball, carry-
ing it five times. “That was a crazy game to be 
part of,” Jones said. “We knew if we didn’t 
turn the ball over that we would win.” 
Quarterback Josh Allen completed 15 of 30 
passes for 145 yards and one touchdown for 
the Bills, who failed to close the gap on the 
Patriots atop the AFC East Division. 

Jones’ light passing game Monday follows 
his best statistical passing game in last 
Sunday’s 36-13 rout of then AFC top seed 
Tennessee, when he threw for a career-high 
310 yards. His first completed pass on 
Monday came on a wobbling ball to Jonnu 
Smith for a 12-yard gain late in the first quar-
ter. The Patriots ran 32 consecutive running 
plays before Jones attempted his next pass in 

the fourth quarter. Jones’ three attempts 
were the fewest in any NFL game since Bills 
quarterback Joe Ferguson went 0-for-2 in a 
game in 1974. 

New England have now held an opponent 
to 13 or fewer points for the sixth time in sev-
en games during their win streak. They have 
also held teams to an NFL-best 15 points a 
game. “We played the way we felt we needed 
to win. I give the players credit for being 
tough and disciplined in conditions that were 
somewhat challenging,” said Patriots coach 
Bill Belichick. Much of New England’s suc-
cess during their winning streak has come 
via the ground game, and it showed Monday 
as Damien Harris rushed for 111 yards, 

including a career-long 64-yard touchdown 
in the first quarter.  

On the fifth of his 10 carries, Harris took a 
pitch to the left from Jones and cut back 
inside through the gap before rushing up the 
middle untouched into the end zone with 5:18 
remaining in the opening quarter. It was the 
Patriots’ longest run since Curtis Martin 
rushed for a 70-yard touchdown on 
September 21, 1997 against Chicago. Buffalo 
dropped to 7-5 on the season. They were 
coming off a 31-6 win over New Orleans. 
“We have got to win the close ones,” said 
Allen. “We didn’t play good enough, I take 
that personally. I got to be better for this 
team.” — AFP  

Patriots win 7th  
straight game

FOXBOROUGH: Jakobi Meyers #16 of the New England Patriots scores a touchdown at 
Gillette Stadium in this file photo in Foxborough, Massachusetts. — AFP 

PHILADELPHIA: Four-time NBA 
all-star Joel Embiid scored 43 points 
and grabbed 15 rebounds as the 
Philadelphia 76ers slipped past the 
Charlotte Hornets 127-124 in over-
time on Monday. Embiid shot 15-of-
20 from the field, sank 12-of-14 free 
throws and scored six points in the 
extra session in front of a crowd of 
14,400 in North Carolina. Embiid 
contributed on each of the eight 
points the Sixers scored in overtime, 
scoring all but one basket and 
assisting on another. 

“It’s what I have to do,” Embiid 
said. “Coaches trust me to put me in 
those situations. Sometimes I make 
mistakes, but I feel like I’m getting 
better and better in those situations. 
I just made the right plays and made 
some shots.” Tobias Harris added 21 
points and Shake Milton had 16 
points in the win. “He’s so dominant 
out there, especially when he is able 
to get his position on the floor,” 
Harris said of Embiid. “He’s able to 
punish a team. They threw different 
guys at him, but he’s so much bigger 
and stronger.” 

Kelly Oubre delivered 35 points, 
shooting 13-of-24 shots from the 
field, including six threes for the 
Hornets. PJ Washington and Miles 
Bridges both had 16 points and 
Cody Martin scored 14 points in the 
loss. Charlotte played short-handed 
for the second night in a row. 
LaMelo Ball, Terry Rozier, Jalen 
McDaniels, and Mason Plumlee are 
in COVID-19 protocol. In 
Milwaukee, Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
who turned 27 on Monday, finished 
with 27 points and 12 rebounds as 
the Bucks held on to beat the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 112-104. 

Antetokounmpo returned after 
missing two games with a right calf 
injury. He played 27 minutes overall 
and scored 15 points in the final 
quarter for the Bucks, who have won 
10 of their past 11. Jarrett Allen had 
25 points and nine rebounds to lead 
Cleveland. Elsewhere, Zach LaVine 
scored a team-high 32 points to lead 
five players in double figures as the 
Chicago Bulls beat the Denver 
Nuggets 109-97 for their fourth vic-
tory in the past five contests. —AFP 

Embiid guides 76ers  
to win over Hornets 
as Giannis shines 


