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op-ed

By Alina L Romanowski 
US Ambassador to Kuwait 

Today is International Anticorruption Day, a 
day to recognize that everyone has a role in 
tackling corruption. Together we can pro-

mote resiliency and integrity at all levels of society.  
Corruption affects us all. The magnitude of 

money movement related to corruption cannot 
be overstated: A 2018 United Nations study 
revealed that an estimated $2.6 trillion is stolen 
annually through corruption, which is equivalent 
to more than 5 percent of the global gross 
domestic product. Illicit actors exploit global 
markets to hide ill-gotten gains through mecha-
nisms such as shell companies or fraudulent real-
estate transactions. Without strong institutions in 
place, countries can fall victim to embezzlement 
of public resources and public health systems 
may unravel, which can further complicate 
efforts for economic rehabilitation. 

The international community has taken numer-
ous measures to fight corruption over the past 
year. The United Nations General Assembly held 
its first-ever special session on corruption last 
June. During the session, it welcomed the Riyadh 
Initiative, creating an international consortium of 
law-enforcement authorities to facilitate informa-
tion sharing and cooperation across borders.  

The United States has taken action as well. On 
June 3, President Biden released the National 
Security Memorandum on the Fight Against 
Corruption - a call to action for the US govern-
ment and its partners to design and implement a 
plan to modernize and coordinate efforts to better 
fight corruption, tackle illicit finance, and hold cor-
rupt actors accountable.  
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A shared commitment 
to combating corruption 
underscores strong ties

Kuwait detects first Omicron 
variant case in European man
Pfizer/BioNTech says three doses ‘effective’ against Omicron

By B Izzak & Agencies 
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry announced yester-
day that it has detected the first case of the new 
COVID-19 variant Omicron in a European man who 
arrived in Kuwait from an African country where 
Omicron cases had been reported. Health Ministry 
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said the discov-
ery came after authorities conducted sequencing 
tests that found the European man was infected 
with the Omicron variant. 

He said the man has been placed in institutional 
quarantine since his arrival at Kuwait airport. The 
ministry did not say when the man arrived in the 
country and from which African nation he had come 
from. It did not also reveal his age or health condi-
tion. The pandemic situation in Kuwait has 
improved dramatically, as health authorities have 
recorded fewer than 40 cases a day since Oct 11 
with a few deaths. 

Meanwhile, two doses of the BioNTech and 
Pfizer coronavirus vaccine may not be enough to 
protect against the Omicron variant, the companies 
warned yesterday, but stressed it was “still effec-

tive” after a third jab. Omicron has caused global 
concern over signs that it can transmit faster than 
previous strains and fears that its multiple mutations 
could help it evade immune defenses provided by 
vaccines. No deaths have yet been associated with 
the variant. 

In preliminary results published yesterday, Pfizer 
and BioNTech said their vaccine “is still effective in 
preventing COVID-19, also against Omicron, if it 
has been administered three times”. But they 
warned that “the Omicron variant is probably not 
sufficiently neutralized after two doses”. According 
to the early laboratory research using blood serum 
from vaccinated people, a booster third dose gener-
ated around the same level of antibodies against 
Omicron as is seen after a second dose with other 
variants. 

Blood samples from people who had received 
two doses of the current vaccine showed on aver-
age a 25-fold reduction in neutralizing antibodies 
compared to the early strain of the virus, the com-
panies said. But they added that another part of the 
immune response - from T cells - were probably 

Continued on Page 2 

By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and 
Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-
Ali Al-Sabah yesterday announced regis-
tration of Kuwaiti women in the army will 
start on Dec 19. “We have not forced 
women to join the army - we only gave 
them the opportunity to get the same ben-
efits as male officers in the army,” he told a 
press conference. He explained Kuwaiti 
women are already working at the min-
istry, but as civilians, which makes them 
lose the financial benefits paid to officers.  

Sheikh Hamad highlighted the achieve-
ments of the defense ministry, which suc-
ceeded in cutting its debts and expenses 
even before the end of the fiscal year. He 
added the ministry will reveal its  
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Women can join army from Dec 19

KUWAIT: Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah speaks 
during a press conference yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

DOHA: Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman arrived in Doha yesterday as part of a 
Gulf tour, marking his first visit to the country after 
the two sides severed ties four years ago. Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain cut all 
links with Qatar in June 2017, alleging it backed 
radical Islamist groups and was too close to 
Riyadh’s rival Tehran - allegations Doha denied. 

Continued on Page 2 

COONOOR, India: Indian defense 
chief General Bipin Rawat was among 
13 people killed in a helicopter crash 
yesterday, raising questions over the 
future of military reforms he was 
leading. Rawat was India’s first chief 
of defense staff, a position that the 
government established in 2019, and 
was seen as close to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

The 63-year-old was travelling 
with his wife and other senior officers 
in the Russian-made Mi-17 chopper, 
which crashed near its destination in 
southern Tamil Nadu state. Modi said 
Rawat was an outstanding soldier and 
“true patriot” who had helped mod-
ernize the country’s armed forces. “His 
passing away has saddened me 
deeply,” the prime minister wrote on 
Twitter. “India will never forget his 
exceptional service.” 

Strategic analyst and author 
Brahma Chellaney tweeted that 
Rawat’s death “couldn’t have come at 
a worse time” when “China’s 20-
month-long border aggression has 
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Saudi Crown 
Prince in Qatar 
after UAE visit

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman meets Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani (left) and 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan (right) during his visits to the two countries.

COONOOR, India: Firemen and rescue workers stand next to the debris of an 
IAF Mi-17V5 helicopter after it crashed yesterday. — AFP 

India defense 
chief killed in 
chopper crash

BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and his 
predecessor Angela Merkel pose after Scholz gave 
Merkel a bouquet of flowers during a handover cer-
emony at the Chancellery yesterday. — AFP 

BERLIN: Olaf Scholz became Germany’s new chan-
cellor yesterday after 16 years with Angela Merkel at 
the helm, pledging his center-left-led coalition would 
offer a “new beginning” for Europe’s top economy. 
Scholz was officially named the country’s ninth post-
war leader by President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
who urged him to “ensure that the pandemic does 
not keep us firmly in its grip for another year” as a 

fourth wave of the coronavirus outbreak rages. 
The former finance minister, who won 395 of the 

707 votes cast in the Bundestag lower house, has 
vowed broad “continuity” with the popular Merkel 
while making Germany greener and fairer. “It will 
be a  new beginning for  our  country,”  Scholz 
pledged as he officially assumed the office from 
Merkel and thanked her for her lengthy tenure. “I 
will do everything to work towards that.” 

Merkel wished Scholz luck as chancellor, urging 
him to “take this office and work in the best inter-
est of our country”. She then left office by motor-
cade for the last  t ime as her staff  looked on, 
applauding. Scholz led his Social Democrats from a 
deep poll deficit to victory in the September 26 
election. — AFP 

Scholz vows 
‘new beginning’ 
as Merkel exits


