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 News in brief
PHOTO OF THE DAY

KUWAIT: This photo taken by Kuwaiti astrophotographer Abdullah Al-Harbi shows Comet Leonard falling beside the M3 cluster as seen from Kuwait’s sky. The comet, 
which was discovered in 2021, is currently passing through Kuwait’s sky, and is expected to be at its brightest point on December 12.

Amir congratulates 
German Chancellor 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yesterday a 
cable of congratulations to Olaf Scholz on 
assuming the post of the new German 
Chancellor. His Highness the Amir wished 
Chancellor Scholz further success, hoping that 
both Kuwait and Germany would seek means to 
bolster the exceptional bilateral relations. His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.

KJA allows KUNA staff to join 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists Association Board of 
Director decided to allow Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) editors, photographers and researchers to 
apply for KJA membership at the start of 2022. 
Meanwhile, the board announced forming its work-
ing committees, and selected the members in charge 
as follows: Adnan Al-Rashid, Chairman of the Board, 
Chairman of Profession and Membership Affairs 
and Chairman of Sports Media Committee; Jassem 
Kamal, Secretary General Supervisor Over Internal 
and External Exhibition Committee with Kamel Al-
Shimmari as its chairman; Dhairan Aba Al-Khail, 
Treasurer, Chairman of Journalism Liberties 
Committee; Rabeah Al-Jumaa, Board Member and 
KJA Director, Supervisor of Training, Development 
and Conferences Committee which is chaired by 
Fatima Al-Azmi; Owayed Al-Enezi, Board Member, 
Chairman of New Media Committee and KJA offi-
cial spokesman; Mushari Al-Mutairi, General 
Assembly Member: Chairman of the Public 
Relations Committee. 

TOKYO: The Kuwaiti Embassy in Tokyo 
hosted a photo exhibition yesterday to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the establishment of 
Kuwait-Japan diplomatic relations, themed 
“The Friendship between State of Kuwait 
and Japan”. In a video message, Kuwait’s 
Foreign Minister and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah recalled the onset of 
the Kuwait-Japan relationship in 1961, which 
he called “a role model of the relations 
between countries.” 

“I recall with great appreciation and 
pride the path of our extraordinary relations 
throughout the years, and their resilience 
against the challenges brought about by the 
rapidly changing international situations. Our 
relations maintained their continuous growth 
thanks to the support of our countries’ polit-
ical leaderships,” Sheikh Dr Ahmad said. The 
Kuwait-Japan relations started in the 1950s 
and developed since Kuwait agreed in 1958 
to grant Japan’s Arabian Oil Company ltd an 
oil and gas concession, the minister noted. 
“This agreement was one of the most signifi-
cant aspects of cooperation with the 
Japanese private companies in this field,” 

said Sheikh Dr Ahmad. He added that the 
first oil shipment was exported to Japan in 
1958 before the two countries established 
their diplomatic relations. “On this day in 
1961, Japan was among the first countries to 
recognize the Independence of the State of 
Kuwait,” he said. 

Sheikh Dr Ahmad commended Japan’s 
support to Kuwait and contribution of over 
$13 billion to the efforts to liberate Kuwait 
after the 1990 Iraqi invasion. Touching on 
the earthquake and tsunami that devastated 
the northeastern Japan in March 2011, the 
minister said “Kuwait shared Japan’s grief 
and pain on this tragedy” and “offered 
urgent humanitarian assistance to alleviate 
the impact of the devastating earthquake in 
support of our friends, the people of Japan” 
upon the directives of the late Amir. Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad stressed that Kuwait attaches 
great importance to promoting its relations 
with Japan, pointing out that 16 bilateral 
agreements were concluded, and trade vol-
ume reached $1.7 billion in 2020. He also 
lauded the role of the Kuwaiti Japanese 
Businessmen Committee established in 1995 
and the private sector’s active contribution 

to strengthening the economic, commercial, 
and investment relations between the two 
countries. While expressing appreciation for 
the friendly countries’ historic and deeply 
rooted relations, Sheikh Dr Ahmad also 
voiced expectations to promote bilateral 
relations and advance them in various fields 
to the level of our countries’ leaders and 
peoples’ ambitions. 

The exhibition held in the embassy 
premises with some 40 photos, showed not 
only images of mutual visits of the high-rank 
officials, such as the visit to Japan by 
Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in 2012 and former 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit 
to Kuwait in 2013, but also depicted memo-
rable scenes of bilateral cooperation and 
people-to-people exchanges of the two 
countries over the past 60 years. The open-
ing ceremony of the exhibition was attended 
by some 50 guests, including Japanese 
Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Taro Honda, Governor of Tokyo 
Yuriko Koike, Chairman of the Japan-Kuwait 
Parliamentary Friendship League Eisuke 
Mori, senior government officials, political 

figures, diplomats and business people. 
Addressing the guests at the opening 

ceremony, Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan 
Hasan Mohammad Zaman hailed the sus-
tainable development of relations between 
the two countries, while thanking for good 
friendship, amazing partnership and unwa-
vering support that had shown to the 

Kuwaiti Embassy and Kuwait over the last 
60 years. “One essential aspect of our rela-
tions has been solidarity,” he said, highlight-
ing Japan’s prompt support to Kuwait after 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and 
Kuwait’s assistance to Japan in the after-
math of the 2011 Great East Japan 
Earthquake. — AFP 

Photo exhibition marks 60 years 
of Kuwait-Japan diplomatic ties

TOKYO: (From left) Kuwaiti Ambassador Hasan Mohammad Zaman and Japanese 
Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs Taro Honda. — KUNA
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Kuwait, a signatory to the United Nations 

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), has joined the 
United States in these efforts by strengthening technical 
capacities to counter illicit finance. 

This past June, the US Embassy, through the US 
Department of Justice, engaged in multiple workshops 
with over 100 Kuwaiti investigators and prosecutors on 
combatting illicit finance. Participants exchanged ideas 
about the latest methods of money laundering, such as 
using cryptocurrency, forensic accounting, freezing and 
seizing assets overseas, and using international networks 
to obtain evidence and hold corrupt actors accountable.  

Participation in these workshops demonstrates a 
commitment to ensuring that Kuwait’s legal regime can 
combat corruption. Kuwait’s Public Prosecution has 
pursued impactful cases, and I have no doubt that they 

will be able to face future challenges. 
The United States and Kuwait also work through the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to ensure that coun-
tries adhere to beneficial ownership transparency stan-
dards and other mechanisms to ensure that ill-gotten 
gains do not pass through the country.  

The United States stands ready and committed to 
work with Kuwait in this regard, from working with law 
enforcement to assisting Kuwait with its FATF evalua-
tion scheduled for 2022.  

Today marks the beginning of a momentous month. 
Earlier this week, the Biden-Harris Administration 
released the first-ever Strategy on Countering 
Corruption, outlining the United States’ comprehensive 
approach to tackling corruption. From December 13 to 
17, the international community will convene the ninth 
session of the Conference of the States Parties to the 
UNCAC to focus on issues such as asset recovery and 
international cooperation. 

Kuwait has been a key ally and great friend to the 
United States over the past 60 years. Together, let’s 
internalize the International Anti-Corruption Day theme 
of “Your right, your role: Say no to Corruption.”

A shared commitment 
to combating corruption...
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 still effective against the variant, adding that 

“vaccinated individuals may still be protected 
against severe forms of the disease”. Their results 
have not been peer reviewed. 

The companies said that an Omicron-specific 
version of the anti-coronavirus vaccine, currently in 
development by BioNTech, would be available by 
March. “Although two doses of the vaccine may still 
offer protection against severe disease caused by 
the Omicron strain, it’s clear from these preliminary 
data that protection is improved with a third dose of 
our vaccine,” Pfizer Chief Executive Albert Bourla 

said in a statement. 
The announcement comes after other preliminary 

results from a small study in South Africa suggested 
there was up to a forty-fold drop in the ability of 
the antibodies from the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine to 
neutralize Omicron, compared to the earlier Beta 
variant. The results suggest “that there is definitely 
much less neutralization against Omicron compared 
to neutralization against the original strains that 
came out of Wuhan initially,” said Willem Hanekom, 
executive director of the Africa Health Research 
Institute, which carried out the study. 

But he cautioned that it was important to be 
“extraordinarily careful” interpreting the results 
because they only reflect a laboratory setting. 
“What we need is real world results of what is hap-
pening out there,” he told AFP. Omicron counts 
more than 30 mutations on the spike protein that 
dots the surface of the coronavirus and allows it to 
invade cells. 

Kuwait detects first 
Omicron variant...
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 resulted in a warlike situation along the Himalayan 

front”. Footage from the crash showed a crowd of peo-
ple trying to extinguish the fiery wreck with water 
buckets while a group of soldiers carried one of the 
passengers away on an improvised stretcher. 

Rawat was headed to the Defense Services Staff 
College (DSSC) to address students and faculty from 
the nearby Sulur air force base in Coimbatore. The 
chopper was already making its descent at the time of 
the crash and came down around 10 km from the near-
est main road, forcing emergency workers to trek to the 
accident site, a fire official told AFP. An eyewitness at 
the scene said he had seen passengers falling from the 
helicopter before the crash, and that one person had 
crawled out from the wreckage. 

The sole survivor, a captain working at the DSSC, 
was being treated for his injuries at a nearby military 

hospital, the air force said. Rawat was chief of the 1.3 
million-strong army from 2017 to 2019 before his eleva-
tion to defense services chief, which analysts said was to 
improve coordination between the army, navy and air 
force. New Delhi is looking to increase its military effec-
tiveness in the face of heightened tensions with China 
following deadly clashes in a disputed Himalayan region, 
as well as its longstanding conflict with neighboring 
Pakistan. “He had given a tremendous push to the inte-
gration of the three services, so his successor has big 
shoes to fill,” retired Lieutenant General DS Hooda, a 
former head of the Indian army’s Northern Command, 
told AFP. “He had a tough job... we will need someone to 
give the same impetus that he had given so that the 
reforms that he started continue at the same pace.” 

Rawat came from a military family with several gen-
erations having served in the Indian armed forces. The 
general joined the army as a second lieutenant in 1978 
and had four decades of service behind him, having 
commanded forces in Indian-administered Kashmir and 
along the Line of Actual Control bordering China. He 
was credited with reducing insurgency on India’s 
northeastern frontier and supervised a cross-border 
counter-insurgency operation into neighboring 
Myanmar. — AFP 

India defense 
chief killed in... Continued from Page 1 

 
But relations were fully restored in January after a 

landmark summit in the Saudi desert city of Al-Ula. 
Crown Prince Mohammed was greeted by the Amir of 
Qatar Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, with whom he will 
hold talks, said the official Saudi Press Agency. His tour 
comes while a flurry of diplomacy occurs to resolve 
regional disputes, especially with Iran and Turkey. 

Prince Mohammed arrived in Doha after a visit to 
the UAE, where he met with Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Zayed and attended the site of Expo 
2020. Security was tight at the Expo, where the lavish 
Saudi pavilion was closed to visitors and a small 
crowd of onlookers, including women in black robes, 
gathered outside. 

Saudi songs, including one with the lyrics 
“Welcome Mohammed”, were playing on the loud-
speaker at Al Wasl Plaza, the site’s central venue. 
The two countries released a joint statement yester-
day, saying they were committed to “enhancing the 
unity and stability of the Gulf Cooperation Council”, 
which includes Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman and Qatar. The Saudi prince had 
arrived in the UAE from Oman, where the two sides 
signed agreements potentially totaling $30 billion, 
and will also visit Bahrain today and then head to 
Kuwait. — AFP 

Saudi Crown 
Prince in Qatar...
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financial status annually, which it did not do previ-

ously. Sheikh Hamad cautioned that cutting expenses 
doesn’t mean Kuwait is not ready to defend itself in 

case of any emergency. “We just received new tanks 
that were specifically made for Kuwait. We will also 
receive new aircraft and helicopters,” he pointed out. 

Sheikh Hamad hailed the success of the ‘Be One of 
Them’ campaign, during which 3,120 volunteers 
joined the army. “We didn’t expect this huge number, 
as we only saw 4,353 people join in the previous four 
years,” he said.

Women can join...


