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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday at Dar Al-Yamama, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness the Amir also received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, as well as His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.  —KUNA

Kuwait Amir receives Crown Prince,
Assembly Speaker, Prime Minister

Kuwait receives
two Eurofighter
Typhoons from Italy
TURIN: Kuwait Air Force received on Tuesday the
first batch of two Eurofighter Typhoons from Italy’s
Leonardo Group, the manufacturer of the world’s
most advanced new generation swing-role combat
aircraft. The handing-over ceremony, held at Caselle
airbase in Turin province, north Italy, gathered,
Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah and
Deputy Commander of the Air Force Air Vice-
Marshal Staff Bandar Al-Mezyen and other military
top brass from Kuwait, as well as Marco Zoff - the
Managing Director of the Aircraft Division at
Leonardo, and Herman Claesen - the CEO of
Eurofighter. The two aircraft of “the Kuwaiti
Eurofighter Typhoon squadron,” will arrive in
Kuwait next week, Air Vice-Marshal Staff Al-
Mezyen said on the sidelines of the ceremony. “This
is a milestone in our comprehensive strategy to
bring about a quantum leap in the preparedness of
Kuwait Air Force and the fruit of long a history of
the defense cooperation with Italy, notably
Leonardo Group,” he noted. The State of Kuwait
has made tremendous efforts to acquire a
Eurofighter Typhoon squadron since 2015 with a
view to securing the best aircraft that can meet the
current and future needs of the defense forces, he
said, commending the efforts of the Kuwaiti leader-
ship in this regard.

“The new squadron of aircraft meets the world’s
latest standards of multi-role fighters in terms of
electronic warfare, the fastest ability to respond, the
advanced and diversified missile weaponry, and new
E-scan radar (CAPTOR-E),” he pointed out. “This
will give momentum to the national defense abilities
and upgrade the skills of the Kuwaiti military
pilots,” he said, praising the partnership with the
Italian Air Force. The expanded cooperation with
the Italian Leonardo Group helped ensure that the
design of the latest generation of these aircraft best
suits the Kuwaiti standards, Air Vice-Marshal Al-
Mezyen went on.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Sheikh Azzam took

pride in “this great strategic achievement,” saying it
opens wide horizons for the defense partnership
with Italy. He lauded Italy’s great role in supporting
peace, security and stability in the Arabian Gulf
region and in the world at large. “This achievement
falls in the framework of decades of cooperation
and solidarity between both countries in the face of
common risks since the Kuwait liberation war,”
Ambassador Sheikh Azzam noted. “The Eurofighter
project is not only an aircraft acquisition deal but
also a milestone in the Kuwaiti strategy to upgrade
its defense forces and a crucial moment in the close
friendship between both countries,” he affirmed.

“Today’s achievement opens a new chapter in the
defense cooperation between Kuwait and Italy and
lays the groundwork of the development of the
industrial, technical, educational and training sec-
tors in the State of Kuwait,” the Kuwaiti diplomat
added. On a similar note, Zoff said the delivery of
two Typhoons to Kuwait opens a new important
chapter in not only the industrial cooperation but
the bilateral relations as well. Leonardo Group,
besides handing over the world’s most advanced
aircraft to Kuwait Air Force, is conveying a full
range of integrated technical service that will
upgrade the Kuwaiti defense capabilities, he noted.

Meanwhile, Eurofighter CEO Claesen welcomed
Kuwait joining the Eurofighter family, noting that
the multi-purpose twin-engine, supersonic aircraft
incorporates the latest technologies and is manu-
factured using advanced materials, industrial
processes and assembly techniques. The fusion of
the aircraft’s on-board active and passive sensors
gives pilots superior situational awareness and net-
centric operational capability.

The Eurofighter Typhoon, selected by nine Air
Forces, has flown over 580,000 hours, from Europe
to the South Atlantic and the Middle East, he added.
At the end of the ceremony, Ambassador Azzam, Air
Vice-Marshal Staff Al-Mezyen Eurofighter CEO
Claesen, Managing Director of Leonardo Aircraft
Division Zoff and Group Captain Staff Sultan Al-
Sabah signed their names on a commemorative
plaque on this occasion. The Kuwaiti delegation to the
event also included Brig Staff Essam Al-Aboud, Col
Faisal Al-Seif, Col Thafer Al-Ajmy, and Col Ahmad Al-
Meseibeih, as well as military attache in Rome
Commodore Staff Khaled Al-Otaibi and head of
Eurofighter Program Col Saleh Al-Matar. —KUNA

TURIN: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Azzam Al-Sabah and Deputy Commander of the Air Force Air
Vice-Marshal Staff Bandar Al-Mezyen with other military top brass. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kamco Invest, a regional non-banking
financial powerhouse with one of the largest AUMs in
the region, participated in the ‘Driving Women’s
Empowerment Forward: Women’s Empowerment
Principles (WEPs) and the Role of Business to
Accelerate Equality in the Workplace’ event which
showcased Kuwait’s developments in the area of
women empowerment, and welcomed new members
into the initiative. 

This initiative is part of Kamco Invest’s commitment
to establishing a business model that incorporates the
UN Sustainable Development Goals within its business
functions. As of recent, the Company has begun to take
major strides towards environmental, social and gover-
nance aspects to further imbed a sustainability mindset
into the Companywide strategy, which enables it to
add long-lasting value to its stakeholders. Through
these collaborations, Kamco Invest can gain a more
competitive advantage and have a lasting and more
resounding positive impact on the national economy.

As an avid supporter of UN SDG 5 which stands for
gender equality, and in line with its long-standing com-
mitment to implement a sustainable development plan,
Kamco Invest expressed its dedication towards the
global WEP movement and announced its new role as
a dedicated member of the cause.

The event was co-hosted by the General
Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning and
Development, the European Union Delegation to the
State of Kuwait, UNDP, UN Women, Al-Hamra Real
Estate Co, the Women’s Research and Studies Center
at the College of Social Sciences at Kuwait University
and supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Kuwait. Organized as part of an initiative to enhance
women’s empowerment in the Kuwaiti private sector,
the event served as a follow up to the EU-Kuwait
informal Human Rights Dialogue.

Representing Kamco Invest, Nawal Mulla-
Hussain, Managing Director of Support Operations,
delivered a heartfelt speech highlighting the

Company’s stand and approach to ensuring gender
equality in the workplace. 

Commenting on Kamco Invest’s participation,
Mulla-Hussain said, “We are proud to have become
members of the women’s empowerment movement in
Kuwait, a subject that we hold dearly close to our indi-
vidual and corporate values at Kamco Invest.
Committing to the Women’s Empowerment Principles
falls in line with our corporate culture and our strong
belief in providing every individual an equal opportu-
nity to excel within our organization, regardless of
their gender.”

Dr Lubna Alkazi, Director of Women’s Research and
Studies Center at Kuwait University, commented,
“Kamco Invest is the first investment company to join
the Women’s Empowerment Principles. Being a major
investment Company, it will encourage other invest-
ment companies to join the WEPs community. By
expanding to include the financial sector, not only are
we achieving women’s empowerment in the private
sector, but also the vision of New Kuwait 2035.”

Under its sustainable development plan, the
Company also extends its social responsibility to
empowering the youth across various educational ini-
tiatives that aim to assist the younger generation in
successfully building their future careers.

Mulla-Hussain concluded, “Through this cause-dri-
ven initiative, in addition to the activities organized
under our corporate social responsibility program,
Kamco Invest strives to contribute towards this global
movement that not only highlights the importance of
women’s inclusiveness and empowerment, but also
works proactively to progress towards a more sustain-
able future, economy, and society. In this regard,
Kamco Invest will continue to build on its sustainable
development program and further develop a sustain-
able business model that paves the way for building
the aspired modern state.”

Kamco Invest commits to
women empowerment principles

News in brief

Kuwait, Cook
Islands sign deal

KUALA LAMPUR: Kuwait signed a joint
agreement with Cook Islands to establish
diplomatic relations. Kuwait Ambassador in
New Zealand Ahmad Al-Wuhaib said yes-
terday that he signed the agreement with
Cook Islands High Commissioner to New
Zealand Elizabeth Wright. Waheeb stated
that the importance of relations with the
Cook Islands lies in the political, economic,
investment and tourism fields, pointing out
that Cook Islands have promising invest-
ment and tourism opportunities and is an
active member of many UN organizations
and agencies.

Deputy FM attends
session on Iran

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Ambassador Magdi Al-Dhufairi Tuesday took
part in a remote briefing session held between
GCC officials and US Special Envoy for Iran
Robert Malley. During the briefing held
through an audio-visual technology, the offi-
cials discussed the outcomes of the final round
of negotiations between the UN Security
Council permanent member states and
Germany on one hand, and Iran on the other.


