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Error-strewn Leicester 
head to Napoli seeking 
Europa League spot
PARIS: Leicester coach Brendan Rodgers said his
side’s errors have cost them dearly before they head
to Napoli today needing just a draw to secure a
Europa League last 16 place. Rodgers’ side have
won just twice since the end of October. The Foxes
lost 2-1 at Aston Villa on Sunday after conceding
from a second-half corner as they failed to win for
the sixth time in eight games since winning at
Brentford on October 24. 

“Defending set-pieces, it’s really starting to hurt
us. It starts to sap our confidence when you con-
cede the goals we’ve been conceding. That’s a big
concern,” Rodgers told the BBC. “The story for us is
we can play well but we have to cut out mistakes.
Even if we’ve won games recently we’ve made some
mistakes. It’s a worry for us. But we’ll find a solu-
tion,” he added.

Napoli, who lost top spot in Serie A at the week-
end for the first time since late September, need to
match Spartak Moscow’s result at Legia Warsaw
due to their superior goal difference, to claim a
knock-out spot. Luciano Spalletti’s team were also
beaten at the weekend, losing 3-2 to Atalanta, as AC
Milan moved into the top spot. Spalletti could be
without up to eight players through injury for match
against Leicester at the Diego Armando Maradona
Stadium.

One positive for the home side is the expected
return of Greece international centre-back Kostas
Manolas who returned to training on Tuesday.
Spalletti backed his outfit to compete despite the
long list of absentees. “This is a credible team that
will allow us to stay in the group of the top teams,
until we get everyone back and then we’ll be able to
rotate more, but this team as it stands has still
enough to stay where we are,” Spalletti said. “What
we are doing is right and I am convinced we will go
far like this,” he added. —AFP

LONDON: Ryder Cup winner Thorbjorn Olesen told
a court he was “embarrassed and felt horrible” after
being accused of drunkenly groping a woman on a
British Airways flight from the United States to
Britain. The 31-year-old Danish golfer was on board
with other professionals, including England’s Ian
Poulter and Justin Rose following a tournament in
Memphis in 2019.

Witnesses have described the “completely
bizarre” behavior of the five-time European Tour
winner, who was ranked 51st in the world at the time,
during the eight-hour flight from Nashville to
London. The London court has heard that Olesen ran
around the cabin “like a little boy”, was unable to
operate the toilet door, and became verbally abusive
to cabin crew when challenged. He is said to have
pushed one British Airways worker, kissed another’s
hand before making the sign of the cross, and
touched a woman’s breast.

He was eventually led back to his first-class seat,
where he cried before falling asleep, but later urinat-
ed on another passenger’s seat, the jury has been

told. Olesen, who lives in London, denies sexual
assault, assault by beating and being drunk on an air-
craft on July 29, 2019. Giving evidence on Tuesday,
he told the jury he would never “consciously” risk his
career by committing a crime and has no memory of

the flight after taking sleeping pills.
“I felt absolutely horrible and I was very sorry. I

could not believe what they were saying what hap-
pened,” he said. “I was just embarrassed and felt

horrible.” Olesen said he “felt fine” as he boarded
the aircraft and was handed a drink, adding: “My
last memory is getting a glass of champagne and
sitting down in my seat and I think I remember tak-
ing off.” He says he does not recall any of the inci-
dents he is accused of. “The first thing I remember
is police coming into my seat,” he said. “I felt a bit
all over the place. I was very confused and I think in
shock mostly.”

Questioned by the prosecution, Olesen denied he
was “in a party mood” when he boarded the flight and
said he had “definitely not” taken the pills with alcohol
“for fun”. The court heard that, following his arrest,
Olesen lost lucrative sponsorship deals with firms
including Nike, BMW, Rolex and Titleist, and was sus-
pended from the European Tour. Olesen was tem-
porarily reinstated to the Tour pending the outcome
of the trial but has plunged to below 400th in the
world rankings. “I think it’s been very difficult to con-
centrate and play when you don’t know if you have
ruined your career and maybe never play professional
golf again,” he said. The trial continues. —AFP
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VO and ASMEK kick 
off their partnership 
at Amir’s Cup final
KUWAIT: VO, the first Kuwait-based integrated
youth platform for incubating young talents, and
the Association of Small and Medium Enterprises
of Kuwait (ASMEK) launched an agreement with
the Kuwait Football Association to provide a space
for Kuwait’s small and medium companies to exhib-
it their businesses, products, and services at no
cost during His Highness the Amir’s Cup Final tak-
ing place on 21 December 2021 at Jaber Al-Ahmad
International Stadium. 

In an official statement, the President of the
Kuwait Football Association, His Excellency Sheikh
Ahmed Al Yousef Al Sabah, praised the efforts of
VO and ASMEK in supporting Kuwait’s small and
medium enterprises and expressed his optimism
that such partnerships will lead businesses in
Kuwait to rapidly recover the economic repercus-
sions of the pandemic and grow faster than
expected. 

He then added: “The Kuwait Football
Association welcomes Kuwaiti businesses to their
dedicated space at the Amir’s final cup. We look
forward to supporting Kuwaiti brands in any way
possible and be inspired with their unique ideas
and high quality products.” The joint-efforts of VO
and ASMEK come as part of their memorandum of
understanding that was signed in October 2021 to
provide abounding opportunities to support the
recovery and growth of the small and medium
enterprises in Kuwait. VO and ASMEK’s partner-
ship will also launch multiple projects that will offer
Kuwaiti brands and businesses the opportunity to
integrate other markets in the region.

“After VO’s success in empowering and publicly
highlighting Kuwaiti talents in the field of media
and entertainment, we are now tapping into other
talents and interests of Kuwaiti youth including
leadership, sports, culinary, and many more.
However, entrepreneurship is definitely one of our

important pillars. Thus,
our goal is to support
Kuwaiti small and medi-
um businesses to swiftly
recover and start
launching programs that
will  help our brands
integrate other markets,”
stated Riham Al Ayyar,
CEO of VO Kuwait.

In her statement, she also underscored the
importance of considering Kuwait’s small and
medium enterprises in such major official events
that will gain local and regional traffic whether
physically or through media coverage. Al Ayyar
explained that entities in Kuwait should work
together by all means to globally position Kuwait
and support its economic diversification. She
stressed on the importance of consolidating all
state efforts towards achieving those goals and
considering Kuwaiti talents and entrepreneurs in
their decisions, events, and public campaigns.

The Chairman of ASMEK, Mohammed Al Anjari,
announced that all interested businesses can start

applying for an
exhibition slot
through the offi-
cial website of
the association:
www.asmek.net
starting 8
December 2021
until 11 December 2021. He also expressed his grat-
itude towards the Kuwait Football Association for
their strong interest in supporting Kuwait’s small
and medium enterprises and providing all the nec-
essary facilities, logistics, and coordination to pro-
vide a well-equipped space for Kuwaiti businesses
to exhibit their products and services during the
major event. 

In his statement, he reaffirmed ASMEK’s com-
mitment towards Kuwait’s small and medium enter-
prises and added: “We would like to assure Kuwaiti
entrepreneurs that we are focusing all our efforts to
support their recovery and establish partnerships
that will provide them with fruitful opportunities to
grow their businesses in Kuwait and across other
markets.”

Founded in July 2020, VO nurtures and supports
Kuwaiti talents and inspiring initiatives in various
fields including entrepreneurship. The platform
launched its all-inclusive creative hub and official
mobile-application in 2021, and is currently estab-
lishing an academic program for Kuwaiti youth and
a ‘smart’ app to nurture their talents while promot-
ing their creative productions on a seamless, high-
tech and efficient digital platform. 
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