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Perfect Liverpool knock Milan out 
Atletico qualify; Walker sent off as Man City crash at RB Leipzig

MILAN: Liverpool’s Belgian forward Divock Origi (Top left) and AC Milan’s French goalkeeper Mike Maignan (right) go for the ball during the UEFA Champions League Group B football match between AC Milan and Liverpool 
on December 7, 2021. — AFP 

MILAN: Liverpool made it a perfect six Champions 
League wins from six on Tuesday with a 2-1 victory at 
AC Milan which knocked one of Europe’s most storied 
clubs out of continental competition for another sea-
son. Fikayo Tomori had given Milan, who needed to 
win and a favorable result between Porto and Atletico 
Madrid, hope they could make the last 16 with his tap-
in just before the half hour mark at the San Siro. 

But a quick reply from Mohamed Salah and Divock 
Origi’s nodded finish 10 minutes after the break 
ensured Jurgen Klopp’s side, missing a raft of starters, 
finished Group B on 18 points, the first English team to 
achieve that total. “It’s an exceptional performance... 
with that many changes, the boys have to be confident 
enough to show how good they are,” Klopp told 
reporters. “I saw so many good things tonight it was 
unbelievable.” 

Atletico Madrid won a bad-tempered game in 
Porto on Tuesday to qualify for the last 16 of the 
Champions League as Liverpool and Ajax both com-
pleted the group stage with 100 percent records. 
Diego Simeone’s Atletico, who lost to Real Madrid in 
the 2014 and 2016 finals, needed to beat Porto in 
Portugal to advance to the knockout phase and they 
duly triumphed 3-1 in a game which featured three red 
cards. 

Antoine Griezmann put the Spanish champions 
ahead in the 56th minute at the Estadio do Dragao but 
they then had Yannick Carrasco sent off for wrestling 

Otavio to the ground. With tempers flaring, Porto were 
also reduced to 10 men as Wendell was sent off for 
elbowing Atletico’s Matheus Cunha in the neck, before 
their substitute goalkeeper Agustin Marchesin also 
saw red. 

With Porto pushing forward in search of the draw 
they needed to qualify, Atletico got their second goal 
on the break in the last 
minute through Angel 
Correa before Rodrigo De 
Paul scored their third in 
injury time. Sergio 
Oliveira’s penalty was a 
mere consolation for 
Porto. Atletico finish sec-
ond in Group B, a huge 11 
points behind group win-
ners Liverpool, who made 
it six wins out of six in 
Europe this season by beating AC Milan 2-1 at San 
Siro despite fielding a virtual reserve side. Milan had 
to win to stand a chance of going through and they 
went ahead midway through the first half through 
Fikayo Tomori. 

Mohamed Salah did start for the visitors and he 
equalized in the 36th minute before Divock Origi-who 
scored a stoppage-time winner in the Premier League 
at the weekend-made it 2-1 10 minutes into the second 
half, heading in after Sadio Mane’s shot was saved. “It’s 

an exceptional performance,” said manager Jurgen 
Klopp. “With that many changes, the boys have to be 
confident enough to show how good they are. I saw so 
many good things tonight, it was unbelievable.” Milan 
finish bottom of the group in their first Champions 
League campaign since 2013-14, with Porto parachut-
ing into the Europa League. 

 
Real Madrid top group  

Elsewhere, Real Madrid 
secured top spot in Group 
D with a 2-0 defeat of 
Inter Milan at the Santiago 
Bernabeu. Both sides had 
already qualified for the 
last 16 and Real just need-
ed a draw to top the 
group. They went ahead 
through an early Toni 

Kroos strike, and Inter had Nicolo Barella sent off 
just after the hour mark before substitute Marco 
Asensio sealed Real’s victory with a stupendous 
strike. “Our objective is to go all the way, not just 
reach the last 16,” said Real coach Carlo Ancelotti. 
Moldovan debutants Sheriff Tiraspol had already 
secured third place before Boban Nikolov’s injury-
time goal earned them a 1-1 draw at bottom side 
Shakhtar Donetsk, for whom Fernando had opened 
the scoring. 

Haller strikes again  
Ajax made it six wins out of six in Group C by 

defeating Sporting Lisbon 4-2 in Amsterdam in a 
game played behind closed doors due to coronavirus 
restrictions in the Netherlands. Sebastien Haller put 
Ajax ahead with an early penalty for his 10th goal in 
the group stage, while Brazilian duo Antony and 
David Neres added further goals and Steven 
Berghuis was also on target. Nuno Santos and Bruno 
Tabata netted for Sporting, who had already secured 
second place to qualify ahead of Borussia Dortmund. 
The Germans crushed 10-man Besiktas 5-0 with 
Donyell Malen getting the opener and Marco Reus 
scoring a brace before Erling Haaland came off the 
bench to score two headers in the second half. 

 
Mbappe, Messi doubles  

Earlier Manchester City, having already clinched 
first place in Group A, lost 2-1 at RB Leipzig, with 
Dominik Szoboszlai and Andre Silva on target for the 
Germans in their first game since sacking coach Jesse 
Marsch. Riyad Mahrez pulled one back for City, who 
had Kyle Walker sent off late on as Leipzig took third 
place. Paris Saint-Germain, who finish second in the 
group, crushed Club Brugge 4-1 with Kylian Mbappe 
and Lionel Messi both scoring twice. Mbappe’s goals 
both came inside the first seven minutes and he then 
set up Messi’s first goal, with the Argentinean adding 
a penalty as he moved on to five Champions League 
goals in five appearances this season. — AFP  

Real dispatch  
10-man Inter  
to go through 

DOHA: Qatar foresees a nearly five percent 
rise in government expenditures next year due 
to its hosting of the 2022 World Cup, budget 
estimates released Tuesday show. The emirate’s 
planned expenses for 2022 rose by 4.9 percent 
from last year to 204.3 billion riyals ($55.7 bil-
lion), Finance Minister Ali bin Ahmed al-Kuwari 
said, according to the official Qatar News 
Agency. This was “mainly due to the temporary 
increase in operational expenses related to the 
World Cup hosting activities, which include 
security and operating costs for all related 
events to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,” the 
minister said. 

Qatar, the world’s biggest exporter of lique-
fied natural gas, conservatively projects total 
revenue of 196 billion riyals, based on an aver-
age oil price of $55 a barrel, Kuwari said. That 
leaves an expected deficit of 8.3 billion riyals, 
which the finance ministry would work to cover 
“through available cash balances and issue of 
local and foreign debt instruments if the need 
arises,” he said. A year ago the government 
projected its 2020 budget surplus of 500 mil-
lion riyals would be wiped out in 2021 after 
energy prices fell due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Kuwari said there had been a “remark-
able recovery in global energy prices”. — AFP  

Qatar sees budget  
outlay up 5 percent 
for World CupLOS ANGELES: James Harden and Kevin Durant led 

a late fightback as the Brooklyn Nets overturned a 17-
point, third-quarter deficit to edge past the Dallas 
Mavericks on Tuesday. Harden and Durant combined 
for 47 points in a 102-99 road victory for Brooklyn, 
who lead the Eastern Conference with 17 wins against 
seven losses. Brooklyn’s victory was sealed by a devas-
tating burst of scoring in the fourth quarter, with the 
Nets overwhelming Dallas 27-13. Brooklyn took the 
lead for the first time in the game with a Harden free 
throw to make it 91-90 with 6 min 41 remaining. Dallas 
star Luka Doncic twice regained the lead for the 
Mavericks, but a 25-foot three-pointer from Patty Mills 
edged Brooklyn back in front at 98-97 with just under 
three minutes on the clock. 

A Harden layup put Brooklyn 100-97 ahead and 
Durant’s fadeaway completed the Nets’ scoring. The 
win at Dallas’s American Airlines Center was vindica-
tion for Brooklyn coach Steve Nash, who left Harden 
and Durant on the court for over 41 minutes and 40 
minutes respectively. “I like to be on the court,” Durant 
said afterwards. “A game like tonight we were strug-
gling a little bit and we needed a bit of juice going into 
the fourth quarter. “Coach kept me and James on the 
court to give us an extra push and it worked.” 

Nash said Tuesday’s victory augured well for the 
rest of the season. “I’m proud of the way we’ve been 
able to find solutions and win games,” Nash said. 
“We’re knocking on the door of elevating our play into 
a little bit higher category.” Dallas were left ruing their 
inability to strike from distance. Doncic led the Mavs 
scorers with 28 points, but Dallas paid the price for 
making just nine of 46 attempts from three-point range. 

The defeat dropped the Mavs below .500 at 11-12, sev-
enth in the Western Conference. 

In Los Angeles, the Lakers scored a comfortable win 
over the Boston Celtics at the Staples Center. LeBron 
James finished with 30 points while Russell Westbrook 
added 24 in a 117-102 win for the Lakers, who 
improved to 13-12 with the win. James, who returned to 
playing duty last week after entering the league’s 
Covid-19 protocols following a series of conflicting test 
results, has now posted 30 points or more in four of his 
last five appearances. 

“We had a lot of good moments tonight and we 
want to continue to build off that. There’s a lot we can 
clean up but tonight was one of the best 48 minute 
games that we’ve had so far,” said James, relieved to be 
playing again after a season disrupted by injury, sus-
pension and last week’s COVID-19 intrigue. 

“Unfortunately I haven’t been out on the floor as much 
as I would like this season, but I felt really good 
tonight,” James said. “My teammates picked me up and 
I tried to pick them up. Hopefully we can keep it going 
for the foreseeable future.” Anthony Davis had 17 
points and 16 rebounds for the Lakers while Talen 
Horton-Tucker chipped in with 12 points. 

Boston’s scoring was led by Jayson Tatum, who fin-
ished with 34 points after draining 13 of 22 from the 
field, including five three-pointers. Elsewhere Tuesday, 
the New York Knicks halted their three-game losing 
streak with a 121-109 win on the road over the San 
Antonio Spurs. RJ Barrett led the New York team, scor-
ing with 32 points as six Knicks players finished in dou-
ble digits. The Knicks improved to 12-12 with the win to 
remain just outside the Eastern Conference playoff 
places in 11th. — AFP 

Nets fight back to  
thump Mavericks 

DALLAS: Kevin Durant #7 of the Brooklyn Nets and Dorian Finney-Smith #10 of the Dallas Mavericks battle for 
control of the ball in the first half at American Airlines Center on November 7, 2021. — AFP 


