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 News in brief

Saudi Crown Prince’s Gulf tour 
culminates in numerous deals

Kuwait, Saudi sign pacts to boost cooperation in various fields
KUWAIT:  Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman’s tour of 
Oman, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain and 
Kuwait has culminated in hammering 
out a host of agreements and memos 
of understanding (MoUs) aiming at 
cementing inter-Gulf cooperation in 
various domains. In Kuwait, he met HH 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah in the presence of HH 
the Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.  

HH the Kuwaiti Crown Prince and 
his Saudi counterpart co-chaired offi-
cial talks where they emphasized their 
determination to enhance cooperation 
and coordination in the security and 
military fields between their two 
countries. They agreed to boost all 
means of cooperation on international 
climate policies, implementing the 
Green Middle East Initiative launched 
by Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman, according to the joint state-
ment released at the end of the visit. 

Both sides agreed to maximize ben-
efit from electrical interconnection and 
commercial exchange of electrical 
energy. They stressed their intent to 

bolster investment, commercial and 
economic cooperation in the public 
and private sectors and carry out joint 
economic projects. The two sides 
agreed on enhancing bilateral cooper-
ation to encourage direct investment 
in both countries in line with the acti-
vation of the memo signed between 
them, and on boosting investment 
exchange opportunities as well as uni-
fying efforts to remove obstacles and 
provide chances to their investors. 

They affirmed the significance of 
boosting collaboration in finance, 
sharing expertise and getting the best 
practices to carry out economic 
reforms and diversify income sources. 
They stressed strengthening coopera-
tion in various fields like health, 
tourism, food security and human 
development, mainly youth and 
women’s empowerment sectors, in 
addition to digital transformation and 
cybersecurity. They affirmed the con-
tents of Al-Ula Statement issued on 
Jan 5, 2021 that calls for the full imple-
mentation of the vision of King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud 

Continued on Page 2 
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
bestow upon Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman the Order of Mubarak the Great during their meeting yesterday. — AFP 

Sheikh Duaij Al-Khalifa passes away 
 
KUWAIT: Eminent lyricist and playwright 
Sheikh Duaij Al-Khalifa Al-Sabah passed away 
yesterday at the age of 50. He was laid to rest 
yesterday afternoon. — KUNA (See Page 4)

KNPC denies shares for sale 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum 
Company (KNPC) yesterday denied offering 
shares for trading, warning social media users 
not to believe in “dubious” online advertise-
ments illegally using the company’s name. 
Deputy CEO for Administrative and Commercial 
Affairs and Official Spokesman Ahed Al-Khrayef 
said unknown entities had recently posted ads 
inviting investment in the company’s shares, 
underlining KNPC is fully state-owned and its 
shares are not for sale. — KUNA

Camel pageant hit by cheating 
 
RIYADH: A high-stakes camel beauty pageant 
in Saudi Arabia has been hit by a cheating scan-
dal after 43 entrants were disqualified for botox 
injections and other cosmetic enhancements. 
The King Abdulaziz Camel Festival is an annual 
bedouin event held in the desert northeast of 
Riyadh that lures breeders from around the Gulf 
with prize money of up to $66 million. — AFP

Lebanon, Syria seize Captagon pills 
 
BEIRUT: Security forces in Lebanon and Syria 
said yesterday that they had seized two sepa-
rate shipments of the banned stimulant 
Captagon, the latest in a string of similar busts. 
Lebanon’s Internal Security Forces said it 
“thwarted an attempt to smuggle four million 
Captagon pills” hidden in a coffee shipment 
destined for Saudi Arabia via Jordan. In a sepa-
rate operation, Syrian authorities seized “hun-
dreds of thousands” of Captagon pills in the 
southern province of Daraa. — AFP 

By Sajeev K Peter 
 
KUWAIT: Currency exchange com-
panies across Kuwait are doing brisk 
business these days amid a continuous 
slide in the value of the Indian rupee, 

prompting Indian residents to send 
money home at very attractive rates. 
One Kuwaiti dinar fetched nearly 250 
Indian rupees yesterday as the curren-
cy traded at more than 75 against the 
US dollar in forex markets on Friday 
amid a strengthening US dollar and 
concerns over the new Omicron coro-
navirus variant. Rising crude oil prices 
also contributed to the volatility of the 
rupee, according to market observers.  

“There is an unusual rush at most 
of our branches as people find the 
current exchange rate quite attrac-

tive,” said Mujeeb Ahmad, an employ-
ee working at a leading exchange 
company in Kuwait. Ahmad said that 
his exchange house finds it hard to 
handle the unusual rush of customers 
as there is a staff shortage in the com-
pany currently. He admitted this is the 
case with most exchange companies 
in Kuwait, as they are grappling with 
the impact of the pandemic and still 
reorganizing their businesses. 

The rupee has been on a losing 
streak all this year, primarily due to 
the strengthening of the dollar and 

weakening of investor sentiment in 
India. The Indian currency continued 
its downward slide against the dollar, 
dropping as much as 0.2 per cent on 
Friday. The greenback was at a 16-
month high yesterday as investors 
anticipated a further tightening of the 
monetary policy in the US. 

Although India’s central bank (RBI) 
kept the repo rate unchanged at 4 
percent last week, the impact of the 
decision was short-lived on the forex 
market in India. 
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Rush to remit: 
Indians cash in 
on weak rupee

MAYFIELD, Kentucky: Heavy damage is seen downtown after a tornado swept 
through the area yesterday. — AFP 

GAZA: Shoruk Shaheen, a Palestinian woman who 
has undergone dimple creation surgery, smiles at a 
clinic on Nov 30, 2021. — AFP 

NASHVILLE: Tornadoes ripped 
through half a dozen states overnight 
Friday into yesterday, leaving at least 
70 people feared dead in a devastated 
city in Kentucky and around 100 
trapped in a partially collapsed Amazon 
warehouse in Illinois. Pictures and 
videos shared on social media from the 
city of Mayfield in Kentucky showed 
buildings torn apart by the storm, with 

bent metal, trees and dislodged bricks 
scattered across the streets and only 
the remnants of houses left behind with 
Christmas two weeks away. 

Images of the tornadoes from US 
news channels showed a black cylinder 
sweeping across the ground, illuminat-
ed by intermittent blasts of lightning. A 
number of counties in Kentucky were 
left devastated by at least four torna-
does that touched down. One smashed 
through a swathe of 200 miles of the 
state, Governor Andy Beshear said. “I 
fear that there are more than 50 dead ... 
probably closer to somewhere between 
70 and 100, it’s devastating,” Beshear 
said, adding that it was the “most  
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Dozens dead 
in Kentucky as 
storms hit US

GAZA: When Shoruk Shaheen glances in the mir-
ror, she likes what she sees, especially the change in 
her face after a cosmetic procedure gaining popu-
larity in Gaza: Dimple creation surgery. The resident 
of the Palestinian enclave - who wore white shoes 
with a Dior logo and clutched a knock-off Louis 
Vuitton bag - had the procedure a month ago at a 
clinic in downtown Gaza City. 

“If you have a beautiful smile then you are a 

beautiful person,” said the 26-year-old communica-
tions manager, whose eyes remained fixed on her 
mirror as she admired the new indentation in her left 
cheek. Dimple creation surgery is performed world-
wide but has particular appeal in Gaza, thanks to its 
low cost and relative safety. 

Expensive, riskier procedures are problematic in 
Gaza, a deeply impoverished territory with a weak 
healthcare system and under a Zionist blockade 
since 2007, the year Hamas Islamists took power. 
Creating an artificial dimple is “very simple, very 
easy, very fast” and carries little risk, Shaheen’s sur-
geon Jalaa El-Talmas told AFP. 

When performing the procedure, which takes 
just 10 minutes, Talmas said he applies local anes-
thetic to the cheek and mouth before making a 
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Gaza women 
seek surgery to 
brighten smile


