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Prince Mohammad’s visit newest 
chapter in Kuwait, Saudi historic ties

KUWAIT: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Defense Minister, paid an official visit 
to the State of Kuwait on Friday. The visit stems 
from the deep-rooted historical ties between 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia and their peoples, and in 
enhancement of the bilateral relations as well as 
upon the directives of Saudi King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud, according to a joint statement 
released Friday night. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received Prince Mohammad bin 
Salman, in the presence of His Highness the Crown 
Prince of Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah. The Saudi Crown Prince conveyed to His 
Highness the Amir the greetings and appreciation of 
Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz, the statement 
noted. King Salman also wished everlasting good 
health to His Highness the Amir, and further pros-
perity and progress to Kuwait. 

His Highness the Amir, meanwhile, asked Prince 
Mohammad to convey his greetings to King Salman, 
wishing him everlasting good heath, and further 
progress and prosperity to Saudi people. His 
Highness the Amir also decorated Prince 
Mohammad with the Order of Mubarak Al-Kabeer 
and Order of Kuwait, in appreciation of his achieve-
ments and distinctive efforts for Saudi Arabia and its 
gracious people, as well as his distinguished efforts 
for serving stability, security and progress of the 
kingdom, and solidifying the bonds of brotherhood 
between Kuwait and the kingdom and among the 
GCC states. 

 
Cooperation and coordination 

Official talks were held between His Highness 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Salman. During the talks, 
they reviewed the deep-rooted bilateral relations, 
and horizons of bilateral cooperation and means of 
developing it in all fields. The two senior officials 
lauded cooperation and coordination in the com-
mercial, economic, military, security and political 
fields in a manner that achieves security, stability 
and prosperity of the two countries. They also com-
mended the establishment of the Saudi-Kuwaiti 
coordination council that comes upon the desire of 
the two countries’ leaderships. It aims to upgrade 
cooperation in all fields to the level that reflect the 
deep-rooted historical sisterly relations. 

The two sides stressed the necessity of work on 
making the required shift in cooperation fields 
specified in the council in a way that enhances these 
fields and upgrades relations to the horizons of 
strategic partnership. In addition, the two senior 
officials emphasized their determination to enhance 
and develop cooperation and coordination in the 
defense and military fields between the two coun-
tries. They further extolled current cooperation and 
security coordination between Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. They voiced their desire to continue 
enhancing it in order to achieve security and stabili-
ty of the two brotherly countries, according to the 
statement. 

Both sides commended the deep-rooted cooper-
ation in energy and the efforts of the OPEC+ group 
to stabilize the global oil market. They affirmed the 
importance of continuing this cooperation and the 
necessity of abidance of all countries by the 
OPEC+ deal, according to the statement. They not-
ed that there is ongoing coordination between the 
working companies in the divided and submerged 
areas adjacent to it with regard to implementing the 
terms of the memo and that work is continuing to 
raise the output in both the joint Khafji and the 
Wafra operations. 

Climate policies 
The two sides agreed on boosting means of 

cooperation on international climate policies, imple-
menting the Green Middle East Initiative launched 
by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and the 
concept of a circular carbon economy to contribute 
to addressing carbon emissions in an economically 
sustainable manner as well as energy, energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy. They focused on 
technologies and projects for contribution to the 
sustainability of energy supplies globally, and the 
importance of boosting cooperation to increase the 
two countries’ benefit from electrical interconnec-
tion and commercial exchange of electric energy, 
and maximize the use of local content of energy 
sector projects. They 
stressed their determina-
tion on bolstering invest-
ment, commercial and eco-
nomic cooperation in the 
public and private sectors, 
and carry outing joint eco-
nomic projects between 
the two countries as well as 
raising trade exchange to 
meet aspirations of the two 
peoples. 

The two sides agreed on enhancing bilateral 
cooperation to encourage direct investment in both 
countries in line with the activation of the memo 
signed between them, and on boosting investment 
exchange opportunities as well as unifying efforts to 
remove obstacles and provide chances to their 
investors. They affirmed the significance of boosting 
collaboration in finance, sharing expertise and get-
ting the best practices to carry out economic 
reforms and diversify income sources. They stressed 
strengthening cooperation in various fields like 
health, tourism, food security and human develop-
ment, mainly youth and women’s empowerment sec-
tors, in addition to digital transformation and cyber-
security. 

They affirmed the contents of Al-Ula Statement 
issued on January 5, 2021, that calls for the full 
implementation of the vision of King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud approved by the GCC supreme 
council. This comes in line with a certain timeframe 
and completion of the economic system potentials, 
and the joint security and defense systems. This also 
aims to crystalize a unified foreign policy in a man-
ner that ensures the GCC states’ solidarity and sta-

bility, and enhances their regional role through uni-
fying political positions, developing political part-
nerships with the international community, and 
regional and international organizations. 

 
Regional developments 

They reviewed the regional and international 
developments, and affirmed coordination of their 
stances in a way that serves their interests and 
enhances security and stability in the region and the 
world. The two sides reiterated their full support to 
all legitimate rights of Palestinian people topped 
with establishing the independent Palestinian state 
on the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capi-
tal, in line with the Arab peace initiative, the two-

state solution and the rel-
evant international legiti-
macy’s resolutions in a 
manner that meets aspi-
rations of the brotherly 
Palestinian people. 

On Yemen, the two 
sides underlined their 
identical views on contin-
uing efforts to find a 
comprehensive political 
solution to the Yemeni 

crisis based on the Gulf initiative and its executive 
mechanism, the outcomes of the national dialogue, 
the UN Security Council Resolution 2216 and the 
Saudi initiative so as to end the calamity. They 
voiced their support to efforts of UN Secretary 
General’s Envoy for Yemen and endeavors made to 
lift humanitarian sufferings of Yemeni people. They 
condemned Houthi militias’ targeting of the airports, 
residential areas and vital facilities in Saudi Arabia, 
and their threats to international waterways. They 
urged the UN Security Council to assume its role to 
halt the Houthi attacks that violate international 
humanitarian law, and affect international peace and 
security. 

The two senior officials stressed the necessity of 
making comprehensive reforms in Lebanon to help 
it overcome its crisis and confine arms to the legiti-
mate state’s hands, in line with the UN Security 
Council Resolution 1559 and 1701. They affirmed 
the necessity of not making Lebanon a heaven of 
any terrorist acts or any groups that target the 
region’s stability and security, the statement noted. 
On Iraq, they voiced their full backing to the coun-
try’s stability and security, welcoming the successful 

elections and hoping for forming an Iraqi govern-
ment to combat terrorism, halt foreign interference 
and develop the country. On Sudan, they welcomed 
the understandings reached amongst the Sudanese 
parties and stressed continued support so as to 
achieve stability and security in that Arab country. 

 
Iran’s nuclear file 

They affirmed the importance of cooperation and 
dealing effectively with the nuclear and rocket file of 
Iran with all its repercussions and components. They 
stressed their joint stance on this, calling for commit-
ment to the UN Security Council Resolution 2231. In 
this regard, they called for taking into consideration 
the interests of the region’s countries, and its security 
and stability. They further stressed that a political 
solution is the only way to the Syrian crisis, voicing 
support for the efforts of the United Nations and its 
Special Envoy to implement the relevant international 
resolutions, topped with Security Council Resolution 
2254 and the Geneva 1 statement, and halt regional 
interventions and projects that threaten the unity, 
sovereignty and identity of Syria. 

Concerning Afghanistan, the two sides stressed 
the need to back security and stability in 
Afghanistan and prevent any presence of safe 
havens for terrorists and extremists on the country. 
They condemned any acts aimed at recruiting 
Afghan refugees in the various conflict areas, 
expressing the importance of backing relief efforts 
and humanitarian action in Afghanistan. The Kuwaiti 
side appreciated Saudi Arabia’s call for an extraor-
dinary ministerial meeting of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation member states to discuss the 
situation in Afghanistan. The meeting is due in 
Pakistan on December 19, 2021. 

On Libya, they welcomed the UN and Libya’s 
efforts made to back political gains agreed upon to 
enable Libyans to meet their aspirations in terms of 
the unity, stability, peace and prosperity, in imple-
mentation of the UN Security Council Resolution 
2750. At the end of the visit, Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman thanked deeply His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for the 
good reception and hospitality. Meanwhile, His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah wished everlasting good 
health to his Saudi counterpart, and further 
progress and prosperity to Saudi people. — KUNA

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia agree to boost cooperation in all fields

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman Al-Saud, in the presence of His Highness 
the Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photo
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approved by the GCC supreme council. In 

Muscat, Omani Minister of Commerce, Industry 
and Investment Promotion Qais Al-Yousef and 
Saudi Minister of Commerce and Minister of 
Media Majid Al-Qasabi signed two MoUs in the 
fields of commerce and standardization. One MoU 
stressed exchanging expertise, protecting national 
products, developing e-commerce and regulation 
mechanisms, and marketing research. The stan-
dardization deal targets the exchange of data and 
studies as well as collaboration in fields of specifi-
cations and quality. It also encourages holding 
training courses.  

In addition, Omani Minister of Information 
signed Tuesday with Saudi Minister of Commerce 
and Acting Minister of Media Majid Al-Qasabi 
several MoUs aiming to enhance joint media fields. 
Oman News Agency (ONA) reported that the 
MoUs include exchanging experiences, expertise 

and exploring various media aspects. The MoUs 
will contribute to strengthening the relations 
between the two countries, by supporting media 
platforms and exchanging information relating to 
news services, ONA added. 

Saudi Arabia and Oman also inked 13 memoran-
da of understanding to launch joint ventures in 
diverse sectors. On Monday, the Omani group 
Okio inked three MoUs, one on petrochemicals 
and renewable energy, and on green hydrogen 
(with the Saudi company ACWA Power and Abder 
Product Co), the second on oil storage with 
Aramco and the third with Sabic for developing 
the Al-Doqom petrochemical venture.  

Another MoU was signed by the Omani group 
Asyad and the Saudi maritime company, and a fifth 
one involved Minerals Development Oman (MDO) 
and the Saudi Arabian Mining Company. 
Moreover, the Omani group Omran hammered out 
a memo for investment in tourism with the Saudi 
Dar Arkan company. Other deals signed by both 
sides covered fish farming and stocks.  

In Doha, both Saudi and Qatari sides agreed, in 
a joint statement issued at the conclusion of Prince 
Mohammad’s visit, on enhancing cooperation in 
various fields including politics, security, defense, 
economy, etc. — KUNA 
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 Fresh concerns over the Omicron variant has 

added to the volatility. However, the partially con-
vertible Indian rupee is still higher than its all-time 
low of 76.87 against the US dollar that it hit in April 
last year.  

“For residents, the weakening of the rupee is a 
blessing in disguise, as they can send more money 
to India. Ironically, a weaker Indian currency hurts 
the economy and fuels inflation in the domestic 
market,” said Raghunathan Iyer, who works at an 

investment company in Kuwait City. Forex special-
ists have also observed an increase in high net-
worth remittances over the last few months.   

“High-value remittances and volumes to India 
have increased significantly in the last few weeks,” 
said Fareed Abdulsalam, a currency specialist work-
ing with an exchange company in Kuwait City. 
However, many experts are of the view that a 
depreciation of the Indian rupee doesn’t help resi-
dents much in low-income categories. “They are not 
in a position to take advantage of the favorable 
forex rates as their incomes remain the same, no 
matter if the currency rates improve or not,” 
Abdulsalam pointed out.  According to currency 
experts, the rupee will continue to remain under 
pressure as the dollar is expected to remain bullish 
in the near term.

Rush to remit: 
Indians cash in...

Continued from Page 1 
 
severe tornado event in Kentucky’s history.” 
In one incident, the roof of a candle factory col-

lapsed, resulting in “mass casualties” in the city of 
Mayfield, the governor added. “Mayfield in Graves 
County will be ground zero,” Kentucky emergency 
management director Michael Dossett told CNN 
Saturday morning. “The city took the heart, the hard-
est hit. There is massive devastation in that city,” he 
said. 

The governor declared a state of emergency 
before midnight and said scores of search and rescue 
officials had been deployed to save lives as power 
outages continued to hit the area. On the same night a 

storm ripped through a massive Amazon warehouse 
in the state of Illinois where around 100 workers were 
trapped inside, local media reported. 

Hundreds of officials were working through the 
early hours of yesterday to rescue employees at the 
Amazon warehouse - a third of which was reduced to 
rubble - who were on the night shift processing 
orders ahead of the Christmas holidays. The 
Collinsville Emergency Management Agency 
described it as a “mass casualty incident” with “multi-
ple subjects trapped at Amazon Warehouse.” A torna-
do warning had been in effect in the area at the time. 

Footage shared across US news channels and 
social media of the Amazon warehouse in the city of 
Edwardsville showed a large part of the facility’s roof 
ripped off, while one of the walls had collapsed into 
the building, with rubble strewn across the site. 
Edwardsville police said in a statement there were 
“confirmed fatalities”. 

Illinois Governor J B Pritzker said: “My prayers are 
with the people of Edwardsville tonight.”— AFP 
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 slight incision in the zygomaticus muscle that 

extends from the cheekbone to the mouth. 
Talmas said he is performing the dimple proce-
dure for several young women per month, most 
of whom request it after seeing the results on a 

friend of a relative. “They think that it makes the 
girl more attractive, when she laughs, when she 
talks, she becomes more attractive,” he said of 
his clients. 

Talmas, who has worked abroad, said he 
believes the procedure is more popular among 
Gazans than other Arab women in the Middle 
East. Gazan women became aware of it from 
those who had travelled to Egypt and the Gulf, 
according to doctors. It costs $30-$45 per cheek 
- compared with thousands in some Western 
clinics. Shaheen started with just her left cheek, 
but said she plans to do the other side. — AFP 

Gaza women 
seek surgery to...


