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KUWAIT: Macaw (Ara ararauna) parrots are displayed and released to fly during a show in Kuwait City on Friday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Health
announced yesterday kicking off registration for
taking winter diseases’ vaccines for the age catego-
ry starting from six months. The ministry’s official
spokesperson Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said in a state-
ment registration for winter illnesses’ immunization
is available on the ministry’s website. Dr Sanad
added that
the booster
jab against
the coron-
avirus is still
being given
at the
K u w a i t
Vaccination
Center in
M i s h r e f ,
noting that
taking the
booster shot does not require an advance booking.
However, at primary health care centers, an appli-
cant must register on the ministry’s official website
and show up at the center according to the set date
sent via text message. The booster shot is given six
months after taking the second dose of any of the
accredited vaccines, he said.

Meanwhile, the Kuwait Cancer Control Center

(KCCC) of the Ministry of Health has recently
approved a diagnostic service, the first of its kind in
the Middle East, concerned with diagnosing breast
cancer and evaluating response to hormonal thera-
py. Director of KCCC Dr Hadeel Al-Mutawa said
Friday that the new service that has been approved
in the Nuclear Medicine department is based on the

use of a substance known as 18F-FES, a
positron radiation material concerned
with diagnosing hormone receptors for
breast cancer patients. Breast cancer
ranks first as the most common type of
disease locally and globally, she
explained, noting that early detection as
well as the effectiveness of the treat-
ment used increases the cure rate.

In a similar statement, Head of the
Radiology Department at KCCC Dr
Mashael Bandar underlined the keen-
ness to produce new materials to keep

pace with the latest global developments. In turn,
the Head of the Nuclear Medicine Department at
KCCC Dr Farida Al-Kandari stressed the impor-
tance of the new diagnostic service, as it includes
diagnosing the spread of the disease and the possi-
bility of recurrence of infection. Kandari clarified
that the material used is approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration.

Meanwhile, Head of the Radioactive Materials
Department Shadha Naji indicated that the afore-
mentioned material was successfully produced in
October, and the approvals and documentation nec-
essary to start production were completed, as of
Thursday, for two cases in the Nuclear Medicine
department. It is worth noting that the positron
emission tomography (PET) scan forms an image
that shows where cancer cells with estrogen recep-
tors can be found in the body. KCCC was estab-
lished in 1968 and aims to provide care for cancer
patients in Kuwait. —KUNA

Kuwait opens registration
for winter diseases vaccine

Medical center approves breast cancer diagnostic service

No registration
needed for

booster jab Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad

Italian embassy
hosts events to
mark anniversary
KUWAIT: The Embassy of
Italy in Kuwait celebrates
from 11 to 15 December the
sixtieth anniversary of the
Italian recognition of the
State of Kuwait (1961-
2021). Every day of the
week there are events and
initiatives aimed to empha-
size - in the various sectors
- the importance and
extraordinary quality of a
relationship that has grown
stronger over the years,
reaching the current levels
of excellence. The relation-
ship between Italy and Kuwait is a friendship rela-
tionship that has also been consolidated through the
common will to contribute to regional and interna-
tional stability and security. A friendship that has
developed over the years, tempered by closeness in
difficult moments, which are always those in which
the meaning of friendship itself is truly measured. 

In this regard, the Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di
Maio writes in the preface to the volume on “Bilateral
relations between Italy and Kuwait” published by the
Embassy for the occasion: “Our civil societies gener-
ously contribute to these profitable dynamics, whose
mutual solidarity and closeness has never failed. So it
was thirty years ago for Italy in favor of the liberation
of Kuwait; so it was in 2020 for Kuwait, in support
and in aid of Italy, hit first and, at least initially, more
than others during the most acute phase of the pan-
demic emergency. We look very confidently, with
sentiments of friendship and respect, to our common
future! “

To celebrate this important moment of bilateral
relations, the “Quartetto Indaco” (Indigo Quartet)
will hold two concerts on December 11 and 12, the
first organized by the Embassy of Italy together with
the International Women’s Group (IWG) at the
Auditorium of the National Library of Kuwait, the
second by the Embassy at the Yarmouk Cultural
Center Theater.

The Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait, Carlo
Baldocci, said he was happy for these two events,
which represent, among other things - in compliance
with the health rules - a live reopening of the country
to the great Italian musical tradition, after difficult
months marked worldwide by the pandemic closures.
He added: “I am pleased that this takes place in close
collaboration with the Accademia Chigiana, which
had already been here twice, in November 2019 and
in February 2020, with the Bel Canto and the Duo
Federiciano, events that had recorded an important
success of public and critics. I would like to underline
that these two Concerts, besides celebrating an
important anniversary in the history of bilateral rela-
tions, open the 2021-2022 musical season of Italy in
Kuwait, which the Italian Embassy is currently defin-
ing and which will include next year up to six
appointments between ensembles, soloists and
singing in Kuwait.”

Typhoon aircraft
In the immediately following days, the extraordi-

nariness of the relations between Italy and Kuwait
will also be sealed through the arrival in Kuwait of
the first two Typhoon aircraft delivered to the
Kuwaiti Air Force, as part of the Eurofighter Program
signed by Leonardo. “A very important moment of
the extraordinary collaboration between our two
Countries,” Ambassador Baldocci specified.

The inauguration of two important exhibitions,
respectively on December 14 and 15, the first on
“Islamic Art, from the Bargello of Florence to Kuwait”
at the Amricani Cultural Center, presented by the
curator Professor Giovanni Curatola and the second
on “Italian Urban Planning in Kuwait”, presented by
Prof Bico Belgiojoso, of Studio BPPR of Milan, both
organized by the Embassy of Italy, represent other
highlights of the five days of celebrations for the sixti-
eth anniversary of the Italian Recognition of Kuwait.

The Exhibition from the Bargello at Amricani rep-
resents an important opportunity to enhance the dia-
logue between the Islamic Art collections of the two
Countries, thus continuing the long series of initia-
tives that on several occasions have brought the Al-
Sabah Collection to Italy, from Florence, to Milan and
finally to Rome. Thus making objects dialogue and
testify to a world of contacts and relationships,
exchanges, mutual learning and influences. The
Exhibition on Italian urban planning in Kuwait, taking
place at “Spazio Italia - Kuwait”, the area of the
Embassy, dedicated to strengthening the people-to-
people dimension of the bilateral relations, tells a
journey of suggestions and intense work that from
1969 to 1990 contributed to the urban development
of part of Kuwait City. “It is also on the basis of these
extraordinary successes that we look with confi-
dence and optimism to the next sixty years of the
great friendship between Italy and Kuwait,” conclud-
ed Ambassador Baldocci. 

Ambassador of Italy to
Kuwait Carlo Baldocci

DUBAI: Kuwaiti engineer Adel Al-
Wasis yesterday showed his four
patents while participating in a special
corner in Kuwait’s pavilion at Expo
2020 Dubai. In a statement to the
press, Wasis said that the four inven-
tions are safety belt, linear fan, cold
steam irrigation and air hammer. He
explained that the safety belt invention
is a belt that easily can be worn when
fires occur in high-rise buildings and
towers, which contributes to saving
people by breaking pressurized win-
dows and used to climb down the
building in a safe manner. 

The linear fan works by producing
electricity from the wind force and
moves in the air direction to pass
through a narrow space where the air
speed and the density increase, he
explained. The cold steam irrigation
invention purifies salty and non-
potable water into pure, desalinated
water, while the air hammer is a device

intended to break solid glasses during
gas leak, fire, asphyxia or lack of oxy-
gen, he noted. Based on the keenness of
the General Secretariat of the

Cooperation Gulf Council (GCC) to
support talents, they chose the best six
Gulf inventors and highlighted their
patents on a display screen in its pavil-

ion at Expo 2020 Dubai, including
Wasis by presenting his air hammer
invention. Wasis has won many golden
medals for his inventions. —KUNA

Sheikh Duaij 
recalled for tangible 
contributions to arts
KUWAIT: The National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters yesterday mourned with deep sorrow
and distress demise of the eminent lyric poet and

playwright Sheikh Duaij Al-Khalifa Al-Sabah (1972-
2021). Dr Issa Al-Ansari, the council’s official
spokesperson, conveyed in a statement condolence
by Minister of Information, Culture, Minister of
State for Youth Affairs and the NCCA Chairman,
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, and the NCCA Secretary
General Kamel Abduljelil, as well as all the council
personnel to the bereaved family of the deceased.
“The lyric poet and playwright Sheikh Duaij Al-
Khalifa has departed us leaving behind a lot of con-
tributions in various realms,” Ansari eulogized the

demised prominent personality. Dr Ansari recalled
Sheikh Duaij for composing patriotic and romantic
songs in addition to his contributions to the national
theater. He was honorary chairperson of the folk-
loric theatre, composer of various poetic and liter-
ary works published by Kuwaiti and Gulf maga-
zines. Moreover, he also had a hand in the develop-
ment of the local cinema. The Amiri Diwan
announced yesterday the death of Sheikh Duaij
Khalifa Al-Abdullah Al-Khalifa Al-Sabah, who
passed away at the age of 50. —KUNA

Kuwaiti inventor shows four
patents at expo Dubai

DUBAI: Kuwaiti engineer Adel Al-Wasis in Kuwait’s pavilion at Expo 2020
Dubai. —KUNAThe safety belt invention.


