
LIVERPOOL: The West and its allies need to be
united against authoritarianism, UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said yesterday, as she hosted
G7 counterparts with concern about threats from
Russia and China. The two-day gathering of for-
eign ministers from the world’s richest nations in
Liverpool, northwest England, is the last in-person
gathering of Britain’s year-long G7 presidency,
before it hands over the baton to Germany.

Russia’s build-up of troops on Ukraine’s border
is top of the agenda, alongside discussions on con-
fronting China, limiting Iran’s nuclear ambitions and
addressing the crisis in military-ruled Myanmar.
“We need to come together strongly to stand up to
aggressors who are seek-
ing to limit the bounds of
freedom and democracy,”
Truss said as she formally
opened the talks, without
mentioning specific coun-
tries. “To do this, we need
to have a fully united
voice. We need to expand
our economic and securi-
ty posture around the
world.”

Truss held talks on the
sidelines of the summit on Friday with US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken as well as
Germany’s new Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock. Blinken flies on to Southeast Asia next
week on a visit designed to highlight the region’s
importance in Washington’s strategy of standing
up to an increasingly assertive China in the region.
Ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) will join the G7 summit for the
first time ever on Sunday, in a session earmarked
for wide-ranging talks on issues including Covid-
19 vaccines, finance and gender equality.

South Korea, Australia, South Africa and India
wil l  also participate as Britain’s chosen G7
“guests”, with many attendees taking part virtually

due to the pandemic and emergence of the
Omicron variant. Truss said before the meeting
that she wanted deeper ties between G7 nations in
trade, investment, technology and security “so we
can defend and advance freedom and democracy
across the world”. “I will be pushing that point
over the next few days,” she added.

‘Alternative’ to adversaries 
Truss, who replaced Dominic Raab as Britain’s

top diplomat in September, delivered her first
major foreign policy address Wednesday as crises
loom around the world. She warned Moscow it
would be “a strategic mistake” to invade Ukraine,

following growing con-
cerns over a big Russian
troop build-up on the
border. That echoed com-
ments delivered by US
President Joe Biden to his
Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin in a virtual
summit the previous day.

Britain’s G7 presidency
has been dominated by
responding to Beijing’s
increasing international

assertiveness and alleged widespread domestic
rights abuses, including of its Muslim minority
Uyghur population. This week, a panel of human
rights lawyers and experts in London concluded
Beijing had committed genocide by imposing pop-
ulation restrictions, including birth control and
forced sterilizations, on the Uyghurs. China reject-
ed the tribunal’s findings.

At a G7 leaders’ summit in June, Biden pushed
for a stronger collective stance towards both China
and Russia, and this week saw Washington,
London and Canberra announce diplomatic boy-
cotts of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. Truss
has said the West needs to work towards ending
the “strategic dependence” of a growing number

of low- and middle-income countries on its adver-
saries, in various areas from energy to technology.
At the summit she will push attendees to provide
those countries with more finance for infrastruc-
ture and technology projects, according to the for-
eign office.

G7 countries and their allies must offer “an
alternative to unsustainable debt from non-market
economies” like China, it said. Truss will unveil a

UK-led init iative - the Africa Resil ience
Investment Accelerator - to boost collaboration
investing in Africa’s “most fragile markets” and
help develop “a pipeline of investable opportuni-
ties”. “It will help the G7 to meet its commitment
to invest over $80 billion into the private sector in
Africa over the next five years to support sustain-
able economic recovery and growth,” the foreign
office added.—AFP

FMs from the world’s richest nations meet

Britain calls for Western unity 
against Russia, China threats

LIVERPOOL: (L-R) G7 foreign ministers, Italy’s Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio, France’s Minister for
Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-Yves Le Drian, Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Melanie Joly,
Germany’s Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock, Britain’s Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, Japan’s Foreign
Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and European High Representative of
the Union for Foreign Affairs Josep Borrell pose in a socially distanced manner for a group photograph
ahead of bilateral talks at the G7 meeting. —AFP

Macron hails Scholz;
Europe’s new power 
couple meets
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron hailed
a “convergence of views” with Chancellor Olaf
Scholz on Friday as the German leader met his key
EU and NATO allies. On only the second day since
taking over from his long-standing predecessor
Angela Merkel, Scholz plunged into talks with
Macron in Paris then European Commission chiefs
Ursula von der Leyen and Charles Michel in
Brussels. France and Germany are traditionally the
joint motor of European integration, and Macron
was keen to get the powerful German leader on side
as he embarks on a six-month presidency role in the
EU and his own re-election campaign.

Later, Scholz - a Social Democrat who runs a
coalition government with a Green foreign minister
- he was due to see NATO secretary general Jens
Stoltenberg, amid tensions with Russia over the
conflict in Ukraine top of the agenda. Macron and
Scholz, both pro-EU figures, are the new tandem
in charge of Europe’s biggest economies and both
champion strengthening Europe’s “strategic sover-
eignty”, a key theme of Macron’s coming six

months in the EU chair.
Addressing Scholz as “dear Olaf” and using the

informal “tu” pronoun in French, Macron said he
had seen “a convergence of views, a desire to have
our countries work together, and a firm and deter-
mined belief in Europe... which we will need in the
months and years ahead”. The visit was “a very
important moment to build solid foundations for
cooperation between our countries”, he added at a
news conference. Scholz made Paris his first over-
seas stop after taking over on Wednesday Merkel at
the end of her 16 years in power. He said the talks
focused on “making Europe strong and European
sovereignty”.

New agenda
Macron laid out an ambitious agenda Thursday

for a “Europe that is powerful in the world” during
France’s time as the rotating president of the 27-
member Council of the European Union in the first
half of next year. The 43-year-old wants to make
further progress towards building up European
defense capabilities and border forces, as well as
devising ways of financing huge public invest-
ments in strategic industries considered vital for
EU sovereignty. 

Analysts say Macron’s desire for more flexible
budget rules in the EU, enabling governments to
run larger deficits, could run into opposition from
a Germany that has historically insisted on finan-
cial rigor. Scholz said there was “not a contradic-

tion” between wanting to finance ambitious
investments to ensure growth, and solid public
finances.

“For me, they are two sides of the same coin,” said
Scholz, who was previously German finance minister
and helped push through a historic EU fund for a
COVID recovery last year that saw the bloc raise
money collectively for the first time. The 63-year-old
has long backed Germany’s trademark budget aus-
terity goals, but he threw his weight behind the EU
recovery fund to help Europe cope with the pandem-
ic - going further than Merkel. —AFP

Benin opposition 
leader sentenced 
to 20 years in jail
PORTO-NOVO: Benin opposition leader
Reckya Madougou was sentenced yes-
terday to 20 years in prison for terrorism
by a special court in the capital Porto-
Novo after a brief trial that her lawyers
condemned as a “political attack”. After
more than 20 hours of hearings,
Madougou was found guilty of “com-
plicity in terrorist acts” by the Economic
Crime and Terrorism Court, or Criet,
which on Tuesday sentenced another
key opposition figure to 10 years.

Critics say the court, set up in 2016,
has been used by President Patrice
Talon’s regime to crack down on the
opposition and pushed Benin into
authoritarianism. “This court has delib-
erately decided to penalize an innocent
person,” Madougou said shortly before
her prison sentence was announced. “I
have never been and I will never be a
terrorist,” the 47-year-old former justice

minister added.
“It’s a sad day for our justice system,

I maintain that there is no proof,” one
of her lawyers, Robert Dossou, told
AFP. Madougou was one of several
Benin opposition leaders banned from
running in an election in April in which
Talon won a second term with 86 per-
cent of the vote. She was arrested in
the economic capital Cotonou in March
- just weeks before the election -
accused of financing an operation to
assassinate political figures to prevent
the vote, in an alleged bid to “destabi-
lize” the country.

“Tried at 6am, without witnesses,
without documents, without evidence,
Recky Madougou was sentenced to 20
years in prison by three accomplices of
those in power,” her France-based
lawyer Antoine Vey tweeted after the
sentencing. “Her crime: to have embod-
ied a democratic alternative to the
regime of Patrice Talon.” Vey had told
the trial on Friday that “this procedure is
nothing but a political attack”. “Even
before her arrest, everything was
orchestrated,” Vey said a day after arriv-
ing from Paris.

He asked for the trial to be cancelled,

before leaving the court and never
returning - Madougou’s Benin-based
lawyers stayed for the remainder. Vey
then told AFP that it was “a trial in which
nothing was judicial”. Madougou said on
the stand at the trial that she had “no
illusions” about its outcome. “I offer
myself to the democracy of my country,
if my sacrifice can give your court back

its independence,” she said.
Less than a week before the April

election, a judge from the special court
fled Benin denouncing political pressure
to make rulings, in particular in the case
of Madougou’s arrest. Government offi-
cials dismiss claims of political interfer-
ence and say Benin’s judiciary is inde-
pendent. —AFP

PORTO NOVO: Supporters of Reckya Madougou’s gather at the Court of
Repression of Economic Offences and Terrorism (CRIET), in Porto-novo. A
key Benin opposition leader went on trial on terrorism charges nine
months after she was arrested. —AFP

US hits Chinese, 
N Korean firms 
with sanctions
WASHINGTON: The United States unveiled a raft of new
rights-abuse sanctions Friday on senior officials and enti-
ties in eight countries, including a Chinese firm specializing
in facial recognition technology and a giant cartoon studio
in North Korea. Timed for International Human Rights Day
and supported in part by Britain and Canada, the sanctions
took aim at officials accused of abetting the crackdown on
anti-coup protestors in Myanmar, the oppression of
Muslim Uyghurs in China’s Xinjiang region and political
violence in Bangladesh under the guise of a war on drugs. 

“Our actions today, particularly those in partnership
with the United Kingdom and Canada, send a message
that democracies around the world will act against those
who abuse the power of the state to inflict suffering and
repression,” the US Treasury Department said. It said
China’s artificial intelligence company SenseTime, and two
ethnic Uyghur political leaders in Xinjiang, Shohrat Zakir
and Erken Tuniyaz, took part in the sweeping oppression
of Uyghurs. The sanctions and blacklisting can prevent
individuals from obtaining visas to the United States, block
assets under US jurisdiction, and prevent the targets from
doing business with US individuals or entities - effectively
locking them out of the US banking system.

Xinjiang surveillance 
Zakir was the chairman of the Xinjiang Uyghur

Autonomous Region of China from at least 2018 to 2021,
and Tuniyaz is current acting chairman. Zakir has defend-
ed the prison camps as “education centers” that teach
people Mandarin and “the true meaning of religion.” But
international rights organizations have called them a cen-
tral tool in the Chinese government’s “genocidal” policies
towards Uyghurs. “The mass detention of Uyghurs is part
of an effort by (Chinese) authorities to use detentions and
data-driven surveillance to create a police state in the
Xinjiang region,” the Treasury said. The Treasury said
SenseTime’s facial recognition programs were designed
in part to be used in Xinjiang against Uyghurs and other
mostly Muslim minorities, more than one million of whom
have been incarcerated in prison camps. The move put
new pressure on SenseTime, which was preparing to list
its shares in the coming week on Hong Kong’s stock mar-
ket in an initial public offering. The company, which
Washington says is part of China’s “military-industrial
complex,” had already been placed on the US
Department of Commerce’s blacklist in 2019 because its
technology had been used for mass surveillance in
Xinjiang. SenseTime strongly criticized the decision, say-
ing in a statement it was “caught in the middle of geopo-
litical tension.” “We strongly oppose the designation and
accusations that have been made in connection with it.
The accusations are unfounded and reflect a fundamental
misperception of our Company,” the firm said.

First Biden sanctions on N Korea
The Treasury also announced the first new US sanc-

tions to target North Korea since President Joe Biden
took office, a move that comes after months of attempting
to engage Pyongyang in talks on its nuclear program. The
Treasury accused Pyongyang’s government-run anima-
tion firm, SEK Studio, and companies and individuals
related to it, of exploiting North Korean workers to earn
much-needed foreign currency and avoid sanctions on
the country. SEK Studio has an international reputation
and has contributed work to big-budget animated fea-
tures including Disney’s “Pocahontas” and “The Lion
King.” Also hit with sanctions was North Korean Minister
of People’s Armed Forces, Ri Yong Gil. —AFP
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PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron (R) greets
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz at the Elysee Palace, in
Paris. —AFP

We need to 
have a fully 
united voice

Apex court refuses 
to block restrictive 
Texas abortion law
WASHINGTON: The conservative-leaning US Supreme
Court refused on Friday to block a Texas law that bans most
abortions after six weeks, but left the door open for abortion
providers to challenge the law in lower courts. Anti-abortion
groups welcomed the ruling, which did not address the con-

stitutionality of the Texas law, while abortion rights advocates
expressed concern.

“Today’s decision is not okay,” said Amy Hagstrom Miller,
president and CEO of Whole Woman’s Health, which operates
the Texas abortion clinics that filed suit against the law. “It is
unjust, cruel, and inhumane.” President Joe Biden said he was
“very concerned” that the Supreme Court allowed the Texas
law to stand and reiterated his commitment to abortion rights.

“I will always stand with women to protect and defend
their long-recognized, constitutional right,” the president said
in a statement. Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton called it a
“huge win” while Marjorie Dannenfelser, president of the anti-
abortion group Susan B Anthony List, welcomed the fact that
the Texas law will remain in force for now. “We celebrate that

the Texas Heartbeat Act will remain in effect, saving the lives of
unborn children and protecting mothers while litigation contin-
ues in lower courts,” Dannenfelser said in a statement.

The Texas ruling comes 10 days after the conservative
majority on the court indicated in another case that they
may be inclined to overturn Roe v Wade, the landmark 1973
ruling that held that access to abortion is a constitutional
right. The Supreme Court heard oral arguments on
December 1 about a Mississippi law that would ban most
abortions after 15 weeks, and the court’s conservative wing -
which includes three justices nominated by Donald Trump -
appeared ready to uphold the law and perhaps even go fur-
ther and overturn Roe. The court is to render a decision in
the Mississippi case by June.—AFP


