
BRISBANE: A ruthless Australia crushed England
by nine wickets to win the first Ashes Test in style
just after lunch on day four at the Gabba yesterday.
Needing just 20 runs after bowling England out for
297 in their second innings - with Nathan Lyon tak-
ing his 400th Test scalp - Australia cruised to the
target in 5.1 overs when Marcus Harris square-
drove Mark Wood for a boundary. The only blemish
was the wicket of makeshift opener Alex Carey, who
was out for nine, caught behind off the bowling of
Ollie Robinson.

Regular opener David Warner was unable to bat
due to a rib injury he suf-
fered when he was twice
hit by Wood in the first
innings. Australia will car-
ry a 1-0 lead in the five-
match series into the sec-
ond Test, which starts in
Adelaide on Thursday. “A
lot of things did go right,”
said Pat Cummins, making
his debut as Australia Test
skipper. “So someone was
smiling on me. I’m really
proud of everyone, I thought it was a really com-
plete performance.” England will need to regroup
after being dismantled with both bat and ball at the
Gabba.

After being bowled out for 147 in the first
innings, England then struggled to make any
impression with the ball, with player of the match
Travis Head (152), Warner (94) and Marnus
Labuschagne (74) all punishing the English attack,
particularly left-arm spinner Jack Leach. The visi-
tors did fight back on the third day with a defiant
partnership between captain Joe Root and Dawid
Malan, but once they both fell early yesterday,
English resistance crumbled.

“Frustration, we worked really hard to get our-
selves back into the game last night and we knew

how important this first session was,” said Root. “If
we had got through to the new ball unscathed and
carried that partnership forward we would have
given ourselves a really good opportunity to go in
and post a total that would have kept us in the
game. “It’s a shame we couldn’t quite get through
that initial phase (today) because it could have been
very different.”

England collapse again
After starting the morning in a reasonable posi-

tion at 220-2, the English lost eight for 77 in the
extended first session.
England’s batting issues at
the Gabba were mirrored
in the broadcast com-
pound, where a power
failure resulted in the
worldwide television feed
going down for 45 min-
utes. No wickets fell dur-
ing this period but when
the broadcast problems
were finally resolved, Lyon
struck. The 34-year-old

off-spinner had looked ineffectual on Friday as he
searched for his milestone 400th wicket. But he
finally broke through when Malan got an inside
edge onto his pad and the ball popped up to
Labuschagne at silly mid-off, sparking huge cele-
brations around the Gabba. Malan made 82.

Lyon, in his 101st Test, became just the 16th play-
er worldwide to achieve the feat of 400 Test wick-
ets, and only the third Australian after Shane Warne
and Glenn McGrath. England were rocked in the
next over when Root, on 89, wafted at a ball outside
off stump from Cameron Green and got a thin edge
to wicketkeeper Carey, leaving England 229-4 and
Root still searching for his first Test century in
Australia. Lyon then struck again, getting a ball to
bite and leap off the Gabba pitch and take the thick

edge of Ollie Pope’s bat, Steve Smith taking a com-
fortable catch at slip.

Ben Stokes and Jos Buttler tried to steady the
ship as Australia took the new ball, but Cummins
brought himself on and had immediate success.
Bowling with real pace and aggression, Cummins
squared Stokes up with a brute of a ball that took
the outside edge and flew to Green in the gully,
leaving England 266-6. Two runs later, Josh
Hazlewood, who was under an injury cloud after not
bowling after tea on Friday, drew a faint edge from
Buttler to leave England staggering.

Robinson joined Chris Woakes at the crease and
the pair put on 18 runs to ensure Australia had to
bat again. But Robinson attempted a reverse sweep
off Lyon and spooned a simple catch to Head at
backward square leg. Lyon took his fourth wicket
just before the scheduled lunch break when he
bowled Wood, who had attempted an extravagant
drive. With nine wickets down, the umpires called
for an extra 30 minutes to be played before lunch
and Green wasted no time, snaring Woakes. It only
took 20 minutes after the lunch break for Australia
to take the win. — AFP 
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Ruthless Australia crush 
England in first Ashes Test

BRISBANE: England’s Ollie Robinson (right) reaches for the ball during day four of the first Ashes cricket
Test match between England and Australia at the Gabba in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP 

Australia cruise by in style by nine wickets 

Nathan Lyon 
takes 400th 

Test scalp

First blood to
Hamilton before 
the title decider
ABU DHABI: Lewis Hamilton’s quest to make
Formula One history at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
began brightly with the Mercedes driver topping
the timesheets after Friday’s practice as challenger
Max Verstappen struggled for pace. Hamilton, chas-
ing an unprecedented eighth world title, goes into
today’s season-closing race level on points with
Verstappen. And on the evidence of the opening
two practice sessions-Verstappen finished over half
a second behind Hamilton-Red Bull have work to do
to match the Mercedes’ speed at the modified Yas
Marina circuit ahead of the qualifying.

It was the Dutch title contender who was quick-
est out of the blocks though, taking the honors in
the morning. Hamilton, placed third, turned the
tables emphatically under the floodlights in the sec-
ond practice with a 1min 23.691 lap to get his week-
end off to an encouraging start. “It doesn’t feel too
bad,” said the 36-year-old Briton. “It started off
good but got a bit worse in P1, then started off bet-
ter in the second session with some changes we
made. “Now we just have to crank through the data
and try to figure out how we can improve.”

He added: “I feel good, I feel great in my body.
“And as I said I think we made some positive steps
set-up wise, so we’ll try and perfect it tonight and
come back hard tomorrow.” Alpine’s Esteban Ocon
led the chasing pack, 0.343sec adrift, followed by
Valtteri Bottas on his last runout for Mercedes
before moving to Alfa Romeo for next season.
Verstappen, who won at this circuit last year to end
six years of domination by Mercedes, was placed
fourth, at 0.641sec. “We’re still learning and under-
standing a few things,” said the 24-year-old
Verstappen.

Red Bull team principal Christian Horner said the
team’s boffins will be hard at work trying to find
more speed to make up the difference in pace with
Mercedes. “We’ve still got 24 hours or 23 hours
(before qualifying) to try and find a better set-up
and a bit more pace.” Hamilton approaches today’s
closing chapter of a 2021 season that will live long
in the memory on a high after wins in Brazil, Qatar
and Saudi Arabia. His late season surge brought him
dead level at the top of the drivers’ standings-the
last time that happened was in 1974.

‘Our aim is to win’
The maths are simple-whoever finishes with

more points takes the title. But Verstappen will pre-
vail should they both end up all square - (one fin-
ishes ninth, the other 10th with the fastest lap) or
fail to score any on the strength of winning nine
races to Hamilton’s eight. Abu Dhabi is the 22nd and
final port-of-call for a season that has seen sparks
fly between Mercedes team principal Toto Wolff
and Horner.

But the two team chiefs met and shook hands on
Friday, both quick to play down fears the title could
be decided by a crash, like at Silverstone with
Verstappen retiring or Monza with both cars
knocked out. “Nobody approaches the race saying
it’s going to end in a crash,” said Horner. “Our aim is
to win on the track.” He added: “It’s almost like
‘Squid Game’ (the popular Netflix series), the fact
that we’ve arrived here level.” “May the best man
and the best team win,” added Wolff, with
Mercedes and Red Bull also fighting it out for the
constructors championship. —AFP 

Ons Jabeur in
Kuwait for Arab 
Tennis Masters
Tournament 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Arab Tennis Masters Tournament
will be wrapped up today at Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis
Complex in the presence of President of Arab and
Kuwait Tennis Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah, board members of ATF and
KTF along with diplomats and sports figures.

Meanwhile the Masters title will be contested by
Malik Jaziri and Syrian Mohamad Naqo in one
semi-final and Hadi Habib from Lebanon and
Mohamed Aziz from Tunis in the other semi-final.
Meanwhile, the doubles will be contested between
Tunis and Lebanon in one semi-final and Kuwait
and Egypt in the other. 

WTA’s seventh ranked player Tunisian Ons
Jabeur arrived in Kuwait yesterday as a guest of
honor for the tournament and was received by
President of KTF and ATF Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber
and Federations officials. Ons will attend the singles
and doubles final matches. President of Bahrain
Tennis Federation Sheikh Abdelaziz bin Mubarak
Al-Khalifa is pleased with Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Tennis Complex -
calling it is a five star tennis facility. 

Deputy Chairman of ATF Ayman Azmi lauded the

good organization of the tournament. “I supervised
the Qatar Open from 1993 until 2008 and now I am
at the first Arab Masters - which revealed Kuwait’s
technical and administrative capabilities. The Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdallah International Tennis Complex
(with its outdoor and indoor courts) is a significant
addition to tennis - not only in the region but the
world,” he said.

Results of Friday’s competitions were as follows;
in the doubles, Kuwait’s Abdelhameed Jumaa and Ali
Al-Shatti defeated Sudan’s Mohammad Abdallah
and Khalid Derar 6-3/6-0 and they will face
Egypt’s Sherif Makhlouf and Amr Mohamed.
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Bader Antar and Essa
Qabazard are out of the tournament after losing to
Lebanon’s Hady Habeeb and Hassan Ibrahim 1-6/3-
6. Tunisians Wisam Abdulrahman and Mohamed
Aziz reached the semi finals as well. The singles
matches saw Kuwait’s Abdulhameed Jumaa depart
after losing to Syria’s Mohammad Hazem 6-3/6-3.

Equestrian Sport Club horse
jumping championship 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Equestrian star Ali Jassim Al-Kharafi won the Alsaqb
Equestrian Sport Club horse jumping championship that was held at Al-
Messila after jumping in the main round (over 135-140 cm in 40.70 sec-
ond) without any faults following fierce competition. Ghazi Al-Jeraiwi
took the second position with 42.12 seconds and two faults, while
Equestrian Club rider Khalid Al-Khubaizi ended in third. Chairman of
Alsaqb club Mohammad Al-Meliam handed the winners their prizes. 

Shorthanded
Suns sink
Celtics; Bucks 
stop Rockets
LOS ANGELES: JaVale McGee
scored a season-high 21 points as the
short-handed Phoenix Suns earned
their 20th win in the past 21 games by
cruising to a 111-90 victory over the
Boston Celtics on Friday. McGee also
had 15 rebounds while Cameron Payne
came off the bench to score 17 points in
front of a crowd of 17,000 at Footprint
Center in Arizona. Jae Crowder and
Cameron Johnson added 16 points
apiece for the Suns, who played without
star guard Devin Booker and centre
Deandre Ayton. Booker missed his
fourth straight game with a hamstring
injury while Ayton was sidelined with
an undisclosed illness that the team said
was not Covid-19.

Mikal Bridges added 14 points while
Chris Paul and Landry Shamet scored
10 each. Paul also handed out a game-
high 12 assists for the Suns, who made
all 11 of their free throws. “It was next
man up,” said Paul. “We got a lot of
guys on our team who understand their
jobs. Whatever it takes to win I got to
do it.” Jayson Tatum had a game-high
24 points and seven rebounds for
Boston, who dropped their third

straight and ended a five-game road
trip with just one win.

Dennis Schroder added 15 points,
Robert Williams scored 10 and Al
Horford had nine in the loss. Boston’s
Marcus Smart missed his first 11 shots
and finished with a dismal four points-
shooting just one of 13. Overall the
Celtics sank just four of 26 from beyond
the arc. In Houston, Giannis
Antetokounmpo’s full arsenal was on
display as he scored 41 points and
grabbed 17 rebounds and the
Milwaukee Bucks cooled off the red-
hot Houston Rockets 123-114.

Antetokounmpo also had five
assists, three steals and two blocked
shots as the Bucks snapped the
Rockets’ winning streak at seven
games. “I was just looking to be
aggressive,” Antetokounmpo said.
“Last game I wasn’t as aggressive as I
wanted.” He got plenty of support
from his teammates, especially Khris
Middleton and Bobby Portis, who each
scored 21 points and added eight
rebounds. The Bucks extended their
lead to seven points, 119-112, with 47
seconds left in the fourth when
Antetokounmpo slammed a dunk
home.  Milwaukee coach Mike
Budenholzer said they know they can
count on Antetokounmpo and
Middleton down the stretch. “When
you have a good team and have play-
ers like that, you’re fortunate to put the
ball in their hands and let them make
plays,” he said. —AFP 


