
LIVERPOOL: Mohamed Salah’s penalty ensured 
Steven Gerrard’s return to Liverpool as Aston Villa 
manager ended in a 1-0 defeat while Manchester City 
and Chelsea also needed spot-kicks to avoid slipping 
up in the Premier League title race yesterday. City 
edged 10-man Wolves 1-0 thanks to Raheem 
Sterling’s controversial winner, while Chelsea required 
two Jorginho spot-kicks to see off Leeds 3-2. Gerrard 
was given a subdued reception at Anfield as the for-
mer Liverpool captain faced his old side for the first 
time in his playing or coaching career. 

His side were largely outplayed, but stayed in the 
game thanks to a combination of dogged defending, 
good goalkeeping from Emiliano Martinez and couple 
of calls in their favor from referee Stuart Attwell, who 
dismissed two first-half appeals for a Liverpool 
penalty. However, Gerrard’s men did not escape for a 
third time when Tyrone Mings pulled down Salah 
inside the box 25 minutes from time. Salah smashed 
home his 21st goal in 22 games this season to ensure 
Liverpool remain just one point behind City at the top 
of the table. 

‘Crazy decision’  
The champions had fortune on their side to see 

off Wolves thanks to Sterling’s 100th Premier 
League goal. Wolves boss Bruno Lage was furious 
as Raul Jimenez was dismissed for two quickfire 
yellow cards before half-time. The Mexican was 
booked for a trip of Rodrigo and then sent-off for 
preventing the Spaniard taking a quick free-kick. 
“The first yellow card is a 
crazy decision for me, in 
my opinion. A hard deci-
sion to accept,” said Lage. 

The visitors’ anger was 
compounded by the origin 
of the winning goal as Joao 
Moutinho was judged to 
have handled Bernardo 
Silva’s cross despite the 
ball appearing to come off 
the Portuguese midfielder’s 
body onto his upper arm. Sterling showed no mercy 
as he coolly slotted home from the spot to bring up 

his century of Premier League goals. “His contribu-
tion to this club is massive,” said City boss Pep 
Guardiola, who has routinely left the England inter-
national out over the past year. “He is back scoring 
goals, has confidence. It’s good.” 

 
Jorginho saves Chelsea 

Chelsea needed late drama at Stamford Bridge 
to prevent their t it le 
challenge stumbling for 
the fourth time in six 
games. Leeds took the 
lead through a penalty of 
their own converted by 
Raphinha. Mason Mount 
leveled for the European 
champions and order 
seemed to have been 
restored when Jorginho 
slotted home the first of 

his two spot-kicks just before the hour mark. 
However, an injury ravaged Leeds hit back once 

more when teenager Joe Gelhardt came off the 
bench to level with his first touch seven minutes 
from time. But four minutes into stoppage time a 
third penalty of the game was awarded for 
Mateusz Klich’s challenge on Antonio Rudiger. 
Jorginho has missed a number of high-profile 
penalties for Italy of late, but is yet to miss for his 
club this season and converted to keep Chelsea 
just two points off the top. 

Arsenal shrugged off the absence of captain 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang due to a disciplinary 
issue to ease past Southampton 3-0. Aubameyang 
was not included in Mikel Arteta’s squad after 
reportedly missing training on Friday. The 
Gunners comfortably bounced back to winning 
ways as Alexandre Lacazette and Martin 
Odegaard struck before half-time. Gabriel then 
rounded off the scoring on 62 minutes as Arsenal 
moved up to fifth and within one point of the top 
four. Manchester United can go level on points 
with fourth-placed West Ham when they travel to 
Norwich later on. — AFP  
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LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Brazilian goalkeeper Alisson Becker (left) prevents a shot from Aston Villa’s English striker Danny Ings during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Aston Villa at Anfield 
in Liverpool, north west England yesterday. — AFP 

Arsenal  
ease past  

Southampton 
3-0

Salah spoils Gerrard’s return 
Man City, Liverpool, Chelsea all win thanks to penalties

MILAN: Dusan Vlahovic added two 
more goals to his rapidly growing tally 
for Fiorentina in yesterday’s 4-0 Serie 
A win over Salernitana which contin-
ues an encouraging season for the 
Tuscans. Serbia forward Vlahovic 
lashed home the Viola’s second five 
minutes after half-time and tapped in 
Riccardo Sottil’s low cross six minutes 
from the end to make it 15 league 
goals for the season and move two 
clear of Ciro Immmobile at the top of 
the goalscoring charts in Italy. 

Giacomo Bonaventura opened with 
a well-struck volley in the 31st minute 
while Youssef Maleh netted following 
a saved Vlahovic shot in the final 
minute as Fiorentina move up to fifth 
on 30 points, three ahead of sixth-
placed Juventus who are at Venezia in 

yesterday’s early evening match. 
“Dusan is good, he needs to keep that 
hunger he has, he needs to keep train-
ing as he is... he has a tremendous 
future in front of him,” said Fiorentina 
teammate Jose Callejon to DAZN. 
Vincenzo Italiano’s side are also four 
points from Atalanta in the final 
Champions League spot ahead of 
their trip to Verona today. Vlahovic, 
21, has now scored 32 Serie A goals in 
2021 and is leading Fiorentina to what 
looks to be their best season in years. 

With 10 wins so far this campaign 
Fiorentina have already beaten last 
year’s tally and are aiming to qualify for 
Europe for the first time since 2016. He 
had been targeted with insults by sup-
porters earlier in the season after refus-
ing to sign an extension to his current 
contract which expires in the summer of 
2023. However his form-seven goals in 
his last five matches-has brought the 
crowd in Florence back on his side. 
Salernitana’s sixth defeat in their last 
seven matches leaves them rooted to 
the bottom of the league on eight points 
from their 17 matches. — AFP  

Vlahovic strikes  
twice; Fiorentina  
sink Salernitana

BERLIN: Bayern Munich extended their 
lead at the top of the Bundesliga to six 
points yesterday after coming from behind 
to seal a 2-1 home win against Mainz. 
Second-half goals by Kingsley Coman and 
18-year-old Jamal Musiala sealed the vic-
tory behind closed doors at Munich’s 
Allianz Arena after Mainz took a shock 
early lead. 

Bayern remain firmly on course to win 
the German league for the tenth straight 
season after stretching their lead at the top 
of the table as second-placed Dortmund 
drew 1-1 at Bochum. Bayern boss Julian 
Nagelsmann enjoyed his 100th win in the 
Bundesliga as a coach, but the jaded hosts 
only took the lead 16 minutes from time. 

Bayern made a slow start, looking tired 
at the end of a busy week after last 
Saturday’s 3-2 win at Dortmund and 

Wednesday’s 3-0 win over Barcelona to 
secure a sixth win from six in the 
Champions League’s group stages. Mainz 
earned a shock 2-1 win over Bayern last 
April and the visitors took a deserved lead 
when Karim Onisiwo headed past Manuel 
Neuer after 22 minutes. 

Bayern levelled when a long pass by 
Corentin Tolisso found Coman, who 
sprinted clear past Mainz goalkeeper 
Robin Zentner. Bayern sealed the win 
when Musiala took his marker out of the 
game with a superb first touch and slot-
ted past Zentner. 

Dortmund suffered a Champions League 
hangover, four days after their 5-0 thump-
ing of Besiktas, when they were held 1-1 at 
Bochum. Dortmund coach Marco Rose, 
suspended after a red card last Saturday 
against Bayern, had to watch from the 
stands as Jude Bellingham and star striker 
Erling Haaland squandered chances. 

Bochum had won three of their four pre-
vious league games and deserved to take 
the lead. Dortmund goalkeeper Gregor 
Kobel brought down Christopher Antwi-
Adjei in the area and Bochum’s Sebastian 
Polster converted the resulting penalty to 

put the hosts 1-0 up at the break. 
Dortmund had a Marius Wolf goal dis-

allowed when the VAR spotted Bellingham 
offside, but the visitors breathed a sigh of 
relief when Brandt came off the bench to 
smash in the equalizer. Domenico Tedesco 
got off to a winning start as new coach of 
RB Leipzig, who cruised to a 4-1 home 
romp against Moenchengladbach to stop 
the rot after three straight German league 
defeats. 

Four days after a 2-1 home win against 
Manchester City in the Champions 
League, Leipzig took the lead when Josko 
Gvardiol headed in a free-kick, then striker 
Andre Silva scored from close range and 
hit the crossbar. Gladbach pulled a late 
goal back through Algeria defender Ramy 
Bensebaini, but Leipzig made sure of the 
win with two goals in stoppage time by 
Christopher Nkunku and Benjamin 
Henrichs. 

Freiburg yielded fourth-spot in the 
table to visitors Hoffenheim, who 
poached a 2-1 away win in the Black 
Forest as US defender Chris Richards, on 
loan from Bayern, blasted in a stoppage 
time header. — AFP  

Bayern down 
Mainz to go 6 
points clear


