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The government has set itself a target of giv-

ing everyone aged 18 and over a booster jab by 
the end of January. The over-30s can get a third 
dose of a vaccine from next week. The govern-
ment in London sets policy for England only. 
Health is a devolved matter for the governments 
in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

The announcement adds to new proposals 
from Prime Minister Boris Johnson to combat 

Omicron, including a return to home-working, 
and the possible introduction of vaccine pass-
ports in certain settings. MPs vote on the propos-
als tomorrow, with Johnson facing a potentially 
sizeable rebellion from his own Conservative 
members. The vote, though is likely to pass with 
Labour support. 

Britain - one of the worst-hit countries by 
COVID-19 with more than 146,000 deaths - 
began its mass vaccination campaign just over a 
year ago. Infection rates remain stubbornly high 
at about 50,000 positive tests per day. Yesterday, 
government minister Nadim Zahawi said the first 
people with Omicron had been taken to hospital, 
just over two weeks after the variant was detected 
in Britain. In London, Omicron is now responsible 
for about a third of all COVID-19 cases. —AFP 

Omicron spreads 
faster and weakens...

By Nawara Fattahova 
 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Social Service 
Society (KSSS) held a lecture on 
‘Misconceptions among the family of the 
addict’ on Saturday. Hanadi Ashkanani, 
Head of the Social Service Department 
at the Addiction Treatment Center 
(ATC), presented a very interesting lec-
ture on drug addicts and their families. 

According to her, drug addiction is a 
chronic, degenerative disease which can 
lead to death. It cannot be cured, but can 
be controlled. “At ATC, we provide reha-
bilitation treatment for six months to two 
years depending on the case. In order to 
stop drug addiction, the addict should 
surrender themselves to the center. The 
international addiction treatment con-
sists of 12 steps, but each step may differ 
in duration - some addicts spend one 
month on the first step, while others 
spend a year on the same step. Addicts 
should follow the treatment their entire 
lives,” explained Ashkanani.  

Losses caused by addiction differ 
from one person to another. “Some 
addicts have lost everything and sleep 

outside the door of our center, while 
others are still working normally and liv-
ing with their families. I even saw an 
addict who is still working as a para-
medic driving an ambulance, which I 
consider very dangerous,” she added. 

“Some addicts come to our center 
just to prove to their families that they 
have stopped their addiction in order to 
get married. It’s not true that all those 
who enter ATC for treatment will stop 
being addicts forever. An addict who has 
stopped is different from a recovering 
addict. Their parents should recognize 
this and stop providing them all the 
advantages as in the past. If the addict 
isn’t recovering, they can’t control their 
emotions and will abuse drugs again,” 
Ashkanani pointed out. 

 
Family support group 

ATC holds a family support group 
meeting every Tuesday. “The family 
members of the addict can come to get 
information on dealing with their chil-
dren. They will remain anonymous. The 
first step of dealing with the addict is to 
take the decision to confront them and 

bring them to the center. If they refuse, 
the family should report them to the 
police, who will bring them here. 
Unfortunately, some families take the 
addict to a private clinic that only 
replaces the drugs with medicines - the 
person is still an addict but on a different 
substance,” she said. 

Some addicts think that after spend-
ing six months at ATC, they have recov-
ered. “The addict should not decide to 
leave the center by themselves. 

Recovered addicts are the best people 
to help other addicts, as they can freely 
speak with them about their mistakes. 
Every Thursday, we have an activity at 
ATC called ‘holding a message’ as part 
of the ‘Together we can’ program. Only 
addicts can attend it, where ex-addicts 
encourage those who join the center to 
stop their addiction,” stressed 
Ashkanani. 

The most important fact for the addict 
is to admit that they have a problem with 
addiction and drugs, otherwise the result 
will be zero. “For addicts who don’t wish 
to stay at the center and insist to leave, 
we have to let them go to prevent other 
addicts from being negatively affected. 
In the past, some residents of the center 
smuggled drugs inside the center, so we 
rebuilt rooms with lower walls and less 
privacy to make it easy for staff to main-
tain control,” she said. 

 
Better response 

Ashkanani also provided some statis-
tics, such as male addicts respond to 
treatment better than women. “Some 
new drugs such as chemical and crystal 

meth are becoming worse and worse. 
These are manufactured locally from 
dangerous materials such as cleaning 
products, battery fluid and others. Some 
drugs, especially crystal meth and chem-
ical, do not appear in tests, while some 
pills of other drugs stay in the body for a 
month. Also, the number of addicts has 
visibly increased after the pandemic,” 
she said. 

From 2015, ATC separated from the 
psychiatric hospital. It’s still a govern-
ment institution and treats both citizens 
and expats, but foreigners pay similar 
fees as in public hospitals. There are 
three wards at the center, and each has 
between 35 to 40 beds. ATC also has 
another building in Fintas. Dr Ali Al-
Thafiri, Chairman of KSSS, said the soci-
ety provides various services to improve 
the services of social specialists at all 
institutions. “I hope officials in charge 
will pay attention to this profession. We 
spread awareness in the community by 
providing our services to various min-
istries such as education, health, social 
affairs, awqaf, interior and others,” he 
told Kuwait Times.

Center provides long-term 
help for addicts in Kuwait

Official warns of locally manufactured drugs ‘made from dangerous materials’

KUWAIT: Hanadi Ashkanani, Head of the Social 
Service Department at the Addiction Treatment 
Center (center), is seen during the event.
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On the 13th of 
December 2021, 
the 9th session of 

the Conference of the 
States Parties (CoSP) 
officially commenced in 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. 
The CoSP is set to take 
place over the course of 
five days from today to 
the 17 of December 
2021.  

The CoSP was estab-
lished as per Article 63 
of the United Nations 
Convention against 
Corruption (UNCAC) 
and was hosted over the years in different cities like 
Amman (Jordan), Nusa Dua (Indonesia), Doha 
(Qatar), Marrakech (Morocco), Panama City 
(Panama), St Petersburg (Russia), and Vienna 
(Austria).  

The CoSP acts as the main policymaking body of the 
UNCAC. Its main objective is to develop policies aimed 
at combating corruption in States Parties to the 
UNCAC. The CoSP is also mandated to support States 
Parties and other signatories in their implementation of 
anti-corruption policies and guidelines.  

In addition, the CoSP was established to accomplish 
the following goals and objectives:  

To improve States Parties capacity to implement the 
UNCAC; 

To strengthen cooperation among States Parties and 
signatories in achieving UNCAC’s objectives; and 

To promote and review the successful implementa-
tion of the UNCAC. 

The CoSP is held every two years and brings 
together States Parties as well as other signatories to 
discuss corruption issues and the measures taken in 
combating them. As a State Party, the State of Kuwait-
represented by Kuwait’s Anti-Corruption Authority 
(Nazaha) - will be attending the upcoming ninth session 
of the CoSP with a delegation headed by its President, 
Abdulaziz Alebraheem. 

The agenda for this session will discuss a variety 
of issues, including the review of the implementation 
of the UNCAC by States Parties, technical assistance, 
prevention, asset recovery, and international coopera-
tion.  

Furthermore, several resolutions are expected to be 
adopted in this CoSP. Such resolutions are important 
because once they are adopted by the States Parties, 
they can direct anti-corruption efforts following the 
CoSP. A number of States Parties have already brought 
forward their proposed draft resolutions and were 
being discussed in the past few weeks amongst other 
States Parties through the informal consultations hosted 
by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) prior to the CoSP on a virtual level mostly.  
This year, the CoSP will be considering several resolu-
tions in areas such as anti-corruption law enforcement, 
raising awareness, education, building capacity, and 
strengthening the implementation of the UNCAC on a 
regional level. 

Some of these informal consultations will continue 
throughout the upcoming CoSP before reaching con-
sensus on the resolutions. Nazaha has a dedicated team 
that already participated in these informal consultations 
prior to the CoSP and shall continue to attend the CoSP 
sessions virtually as well as the other dedicated team of 
experts from Nazaha that is currently attending in per-
son in Sharm El-Sheikh. 

To conclude, the CoSP plays a crucial role in direct-
ing the implementation of the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption. It is vital that States 
Parties and other signatories continue to cooperate in 
implementing the UNCAC, its resolutions, and decisions 
to end corruption worldwide and sustain development 
and prosperity of nations.  

 
— Jude Al-Hajeri is a Specialist Professional at 

the International Cooperation Department of 
Kuwait’s Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) 

Kuwait participates 
in UN Convention 
against corruption

Jude Al-Hajeri
KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George met Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah, Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister 
for International Organizations, and discussed bilateral relations, cooperation at multilateral fora and issues of 
mutual interest.
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use of the vehicles has so far been tentative. Last 

month, autonomous cabs were rolled out in Beijing, 
but also with a safety officer in the driver’s seat in case 
of an emergency. Hasan Al-Hosani, CEO of Bayanat, 
said removing the safety officers would be a major 
step. “The milestone to move from L3 (where a safety 
officer is present) to L4 (without a safety officer) 
would be a big one,” Hosani told AFP. “The vehicles 
are already operational... We are collaborating with 
the authorities to further expand our operation area 
geographically, as well as to upgrade to L4 level.” 

Abu Dhabi is not the only member of the UAE 
eyeing a driverless future. Neighboring Dubai says 
it wants 25 percent of all of its transport driverless 
by 2030, cutting costs, pollution and accidents. 
Dubai aims to launch a small fleet of self-driving 
taxis by 2023, according to state media, with plans 
to reach 4,000 by 2030. The shift is expected to 
hit taxi drivers, the vast majority Asian migrant 
workers, in a country where foreigners make up 90 
percent of the 10-million population. 

The UAE last month approved a temporary 
license to test self-driving cars on the roads, but 
there is no federal legislation yet governing 
autonomous vehicles. This remains one of the 
biggest obstacles. “This technology is new and 
regulations pertaining to safety and other opera-
tional aspects are being developed in real time,” 
said Hosani. — AFP 

Future is 
autonomous...
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S&P Global said in a 2019 report that indicators 

showed Gulf Arab countries appeared the most 
ready for fintech adoption, with the key driver being 
demand and a preference by clients for digital bank-
ing. The fintech sector across the Middle East is 
already growing, according to the Milken Institute 
think tank. It estimates that 465 companies will raise 
more than $2 billion by 2022 compared with the 30 
fintech firms that raised around $80 million in 2017. 

In addition to having some of the world’s 
youngest populations and highest unemployment 
rates, many countries in the Middle East and North 
Africa rank among the lowest for long-term savers 
and investors. Only seven percent of adults in the 
region save for retirement, according to the World 
Bank’s 2016 “Saving for Old Age” report - the lowest 
across global economies. 

“Arabs, we took the really tough path to wealth,” 
said Mark Chahwan, the CEO of Sarwa, a Dubai-
based automated financial consultancy firm. “We 
think our income is what’s going to make us rich 
instead of our capital,” he told AFP. Most oil-rich 
Gulf Arab states, including top crude exporter Saudi 
Arabia, have long provided their citizens with gov-
ernment-sponsored pensions. 

But Saudi officials have warned the system is 
unsustainable, according to Bloomberg, as Riyadh 
tries to diversify its economy away from oil. Also, 
such pensions exclude foreigners, many of whom 
provide cheap labor and make up a large proportion 
of the population in many Gulf states. Chahwan said 
he has noticed a shift in financial behavior in the past 
year, in large part due to the pandemic, which dev-
astated many industries and saw many people lose 

their jobs. He said there was an 80 percent increase 
in new Sarwa accounts since the first quarter of 
2020, with up to 45,000 portfolios of people 
between the ages of 25 and 45. 

Chahwan said the average user was new to the 
idea of long-term investment, with many Arabs still 
hesitant about having to wait for benefits later rather 
than make quick profits. “We don’t have education 
that revolves around long-term investing,” he said, 
adding that the obstacle remains convincing eager 
investors of the benefits of delayed gratification. 

Another issue is the region’s investment land-
scape, which is mostly limited to so-called high-net-
worth individuals, usually defined as people with at 
least $1 million in liquid assets. “If someone wanted 
to invest $1,000 or $10,000, there was not much 
available,” said Haitham Juma, an investment solu-
tions manager at the UAE-based National Bank of 
Fujairah. 

He said smaller-ticket investors need wealth 
management options with more transparency, 
accessibility and liquidity that will help build the 
region’s investment market. “We are still at the early 
stages of it,” said Juma, as local banks and firms 
seek to create online platforms that educate users 
and simplify investing. 

Making the process easier - or even fun - is key 
to attracting new investors, as outlined by Lune, a 
UAE-based finance platform that launched in July. 
“It doesn’t matter their age, their income or their 
experience,” Alexandre Soued, the app’s co-
founder, told AFP. He added that the platform’s 
focus is on the initial steps of managing, saving and 
then investing, and encouraging them to use simple 
online tools. 

Lune allows its nearly 1,000 users to instantly 
visualize their spending, swipe to optimize savings, 
and soon, Soued said, they will be able to compare 
their savings to others their age. “People are start-
ing to want to be more independent from younger 
ages,” he told AFP. “And your financial situation is 
attached to that.”— AFP 

Young Arabs swipe 
to fintech as saving...
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The phenomenon, they explain, could “gradually 

change the Iranian and Islamic way of life” by “replacing 
human and family relationships with feelings and emo-
tional relationships towards animals”. The proposed law 
would prohibit “importing, raising, assisting in the breed-
ing of, breeding, buying or selling, transporting, driving 
or walking, and keeping in the home wild, exotic, harmful 
and dangerous animals”. It lists the animals to be banned 
as “crocodiles, turtles, snakes, lizards, cats, mice, rabbits, 
dogs and other unclean animals as well as monkeys”. 

Offenders would risk a fine equivalent to 10 to 30 
times the “minimum monthly working wage” of about 
$98 or 87 euros and the “confiscation” of the animal. In 
addition, vehicles used to transport the animal would be 
confiscated for three months. While Iran is engaged in 
difficult negotiations on its nuclear program and endur-

ing a painful economic downturn because of US sanc-
tions, the bill has sparked criticism in the press, mockery 
on social networks and anger among residents of the 
capital. “These projects will certainly cause chaos, cor-
ruption and collective disobedience to this law because... 
living with animals is now a cultural phenomenon,” 
warned the reformist daily Shargh. Some Internet users 
reacted with irony and sarcasm. “How many times have 
cats sought to devour you so that you consider them 
wild, harmful and dangerous?” journalist Yeganeh 
Khodami asked on Twitter. 

Another posted a photo of his kitten with the mes-
sage: “I have renamed my cat ‘Criminal’ since I heard this 
proposed law.” An actress who asked to remain anony-
mous said she had planned a demonstration against the 
pet ban plan in front of parliament but then dropped the 
idea because of pressure on her. 

In the face of the public outcry, few parliamentarians 
are willing to strongly defend the bill. “I agree with the 
project in general, but I certainly disagree with some of 
its clauses,” said the head of parliament’s judicial com-
mission, Moussa Ghazanfarabadi, who signed the text. “It 
is just a bill, but whether it succeeds is another matter,” 
he told AFP. — AFP 

Iranian animal 
lovers decry...


