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News in brief

Brignone wins super-G 

ST MORITZ: Italy’s Federica Brignone edged team-
mate Elena Curtoni to win the second of two World
Cup super-G races in St Moritz yesterday as Swiss
Lara Gut-Behrami crashed out. Olympic giant slalom
bronze medalist Brignone topped speeds of 97km/h
(60mph) as she clocked 57.81 seconds down the
Engiadina course on a track shortened because of high
winds. It was the 31-year-old’s 17th victory on the
World Cup circuit and fifth in the super-G. Curtoni
was 0.11sec off Brignone’s pace, while American
Mikaela Shiffrin followed up on Saturday’s podium
showing with another third-place finish 0.32sec adrift.
Late starter Alice Robinson of New Zealand grabbed
fourth (+0.52sec), just ahead of Austrian Ramona
Siebenhofer. In a remarkable day’s skiing for Italy,
Saturday’s second-placed finisher Sofia Goggia, Marta
Bassino and Francesca Marsaglia ensured five Italian
skiers in the top nine. —AFP  

Delaney secures Sevilla win 

MADRID: Thomas Delaney’s superb curling effort
earned Sevilla a battling 1-0 win over Athletic Bilbao
on Saturday as they trimmed Real Madrid’s lead in La
Liga to five points. The Denmark international bent a
shot into the top corner from the edge of the area late
in the first half to give Sevilla a welcome victory after
their midweek Champions League exit. Julen
Lopetegui’s side rode their luck at times as Athletic
twice hit the post through Dani Garcia and Unai
Vencedor, while Inaki Williams and his younger broth-
er Nico both went close before captain Iker Muniain
blazed over the best chance for the hosts. Real Madrid
host Atletico Madrid on Sunday and Carlo Ancelotti’s
league leaders could climb 13 points clear of the reign-
ing champions with a victory. —AFP 

Manolo Santana dies at 83

MADRID: Manolo Santana, who became the first
Spaniard to win Wimbledon and inspired his country’s
rise as a tennis power, died Saturday at the age of 83.
“Thank you a thousand times for what you have done
for our country and for having opened the way for so
many people. You have always been a point of refer-
ence, a friend and a person very close to everyone,”
tweeted Rafael Nadal, the only other Spanish man to
win Wimbledon. “We will miss you.” Santana won four
major singles titles. He took the French Open in 1961
and 1964, the US Open at Forest Hills in 1965 and
Wimbledon in 1966. “I was an intruder among the
Anglo-Saxons,” Santana recalled in an interview with
the daily El Mundo in 2016, 50 years after his
Wimbledon title. He won that final wearing the shirt of
the team he supported in his native Madrid. —AFP 

Cameroon selects Eto’o 

YAOUNDE: Samuel Eto’o said his election as presi-
dent of the Cameroon Football Federation, announced
earlier in the day, was “one of the proudest moments”
of his life. The four-time African player of the year
gained 43 votes to beat acting president Seidou
Mbombo Njoya, who collected 31. “I’m deeply grate-
ful to be elected as the new president,” the former
star striker said on Twitter. “Every vote represents
the energy and ambition of our football family to take
our beloved sport to a level we’ve never seen before,”
Eto’o added. After the result was announced at Hotel
Mont Febe in Yaounde, Eto’o’s supporters exulted
The vote was held because the Court of Arbitration
for Sport in January annulled Njoya’s victory in a
2018 election. When fi l ing his candidacy on
November 17, Eto’o, a four-time African footballer of
the year, said: “I will be the next president of the fed-
eration despite all the cheating.” —AFP 

Agnel faces rape investigation

MULHOUSE: French swimmer Yannick Agnel, who
won two gold medals at the 2012 Olympics, was
placed under investigation on Saturday on suspicion
of “rape and sexual assault on a 15-year-old minor”,
the Mulhouse prosecutor’s office said. The 29-year-
old was also placed under judicial supervision, said
the city’s public prosecutor, Edwige Roux-Morizot.
Agnel had been arrested on Thursday in Paris and
taken into police custody in Mulhouse in eastern
France. The prosecutor said a complaint had been
filed for incidents “around 2016” including the “rape
and sexual assault on a 15-year-old minor”.
According to French media, “the investigation would
follow a complaint from a swimmer who trained with
Agnel in Mulhouse between 2014 and 2016. Angel, at
the time a reigning Olympic champion, joined the
Mulhouse swimming club (MON) in 2014 and trained
there for two years. —AFP 

Three cricketers test positive 

ST JOHN’S: Three West Indies cricket players and
a member of the team staff have tested positive for
coronavirus on arriving in Pakistan and will miss
the upcoming limited-overs series, Cricket West
Indies  (CWI)  sa id . Left-arm pacer  Sheldon
Cottrel l , a l l-rounders Roston Chase and Kyle
Mayers  and a  non-coaching staf f  member
“returned positive tests in Karachi and will there-
fore be unavailable to participate in the upcoming
Pakistan series,” CWI said in a statement. All four
had been fully vaccinated and are without major
symptoms. They will remain in isolation for 10 days
and until they return negative PCR test results.
“Our arrival testing protocols in Pakistan have con-
firmed four COVID-19 positives,” said CWI chief
executive Johnny Grave. —AFP

HONG KONG: Three jockeys were taken to hospi-
tal and two horses died after a horror fall marred
the Group One Hong Kong Sprint yesterday, one
of the highlights of the prestigious International
Races at the famous Sha Tin track. The distressing
incident, in the fifth contest on Hong Kong’s
biggest day of racing, came as Lyle Hewitson’s
mount Amazing Star broke down as the field
turned to enter the home straight in the 1,200
meter (six furlongs) contest. 

Gallopers Lucky Patch, ridden by Zac Purton,
Naboo Attack under Karis Teetan and Pixie Knight
with Yuichi Fukunaga on board were caught in the
melee and sent sprawling in distressing scenes.
The Hong Kong Jockey Club confirmed that
Purton, Hewitson and Fukunaga were all in a stable
condition after being taken to the nearby Prince of
Wales hospital.

Sadly, Amazing Star and Naboo Attack both had
to be euthanized humanely as a result of their
injuries. Teetan walked away unscathed and was able
to fulfill the rest of his rides. The Caspar Fownes-
trained Sky Field went onto to win the Sprint under
Australian jockey Blake Shinn, who was understand-
ably subdued after the race. “I have mixed emotions
for winning this race today,” said Shinn after landing
his first Group One victory in Hong Kong.

“Obviously the first emotion is that my feelings
are with the fal len jockeys and horses out
there.”It’s a real bitter-sweet win and in a way it’s a
hard win to take in the circumstances.” Golden
Sixty lived up to his billing as the city’s one true
superstar in the Group One Hong Kong Mile.
Regular rider Vincent Ho Chak-yiu blew his rivals
away in the straight to become the first horse to
win 19 races in Hong Kong. “Well 19 (wins) is quite

a lot but every race starts from zero so the next
race is another uncertain race. When everything is
over we’ll see how great he is,” Ho said.

The Japanese raiders were typically dominant,
matching their output at last year’s meeting with
two victories. Glory Vase won the Hong Kong Vase

and Loves Only You lifted the feature Hong Kong
Cup. Glory Vase, under star Brazilian jockey Joao
Moreira, took out the Vase for the second time in
three years. Yoshito Yahagi’s superstar mare Loves
Only You bid the perfect farewell to racing with
her third Group One victory of the year. —AFP

Horror fall mars the Group One Hong Kong Sprint

3 jockeys in hospital, 2 horses 
die in Hong Kong big race fall

HONG KONG: Pixie Knight comes in without jockey Yuichi Fukunaga after a fall in the Hong Kong Sprint inter-
national horse race at Shatin race course in Hong Kong yesterday. —AFP

KUWAIT: Al Arabi Fustal women’s team surprised the
champions of URC League Kuwait Club with a heavy
defeat - scoring five goals in the ninth round in the match

that was held Saturday. Al-Arabi is now in third place
with 10 points on goal difference. Fatat Club took the
second place. Kuwait remains on top with 24 points.

Meanwhile, Fatat Club defeated Fatayat Al-Oyoun 13-4,
Salmiya defeated Salwa Al-Sabah 3-2. Salwa Al-Sabah,
Fatayat Al-Oyoun and Salmiya Club have 6 points each.

Ons Jabeur and 
Arab Tennis 
players meet 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Ons Jabeur, WTA’s No 10,
told journalists upon her arrival Saturday
as a guest of honor for the Arab Tennis
Masters tournament that the Arab tennis
players of both genders can reach the
highest of ranks in the game, provided
they believe in themselves, train hard
and are keen on participating in the main
events. Jabeur, who is the only Arab
player to be ranked in the top ten, said
the Arab Masters will help in preparing
Arab players - adding that she will par-
ticipate in the women’s tournament next
year. She promised to meet Kuwaiti
players.

Meanwhile, Tunisian Malik Jazairi and
Lebanon’s Hady Habib reached the
Singles Final of the Arab Tennis Masters
tournament. Al-Jazairi defeated Syria’s
Hazem Al-Nou (6-7), (6-2), (6-3), (6-2).
Egypt’s (Doubles Team) Sherif Makhlouf
and Amr Mohamed defeated Kuwait’s
Abdulhameed Jumaa and Ali Al-Shatti
(3-6), (6-3) and the tie bread (10-6).
While the Lebanese team of Hady Habib

and Hassan Ibrahim defeated Tunisia’s
Wisam Abdulrahman and Mohamed Aziz
(6-3)-(7-5).

Meanwhile the women’s committee at
Kuwait Tennis Federations held a discus-
sion session with the visiting Ons Jabeur.
The session was attended by Kuwait
Olympic Committee board member
Fatima Hayat, and was attended by a
large number of Juniors and young play-

ers. Ons said she is happy to be in
Kuwait and thanked President of Kuwait
and Arab Tennis Federations for the invi-
tation. “This is my first visit to Kuwait,
and it is a good opportunity to meet the
best Arab players and exchange ideas
with officials,” she said, adding that
Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah complex is
ready to host the best of international
tournaments.

Al Arabi Fustal women team beat Kuwait Club 

Donaire defends 
WBC title with 
body shot KO 
LOS ANGELES: Nonito Donaire showed that age is a
just a number, knocking Reymart Gaballo out in the
fourth round with a thunderous body shot to retain his
World Boxing Council bantamweight title on Saturday.
The veteran and ageless wonder Donaire continues to
impress at 39 despite being counted out several times by
boxing critics before the Philippine boxer moved back to
the 118-pound division.

Donaire landed a vicious left hook to the body of
Gaballo that sent the 25-year-old opponent down late in
the fourth round at Dignity Health Sports Park in south
central Los Angeles. Gaballo remained on his right knee
for several seconds before trying to get up. He rose par-
tially but slumped back down again, grimacing as the
referee officially stopped the fight at 2:59 of the round. “I
have no mercy,” Donaire said. “He didn’t expect the left
hook to the body. I had to set it up. That was a very
tremendous punch.”

Donaire was fighting a Philippine compatriot for the
first time since 2002. A likeable fighter outside the ring,
Donaire showed his human side by putting his arm

around Gaballo and telling him to not be discouraged
after suffering just the first loss of his rising boxing
career. “I told him ‘don’t be down’. I told him ‘I was hav-
ing trouble figuring you out,’” said Donaire, who
improved to 42-6, 28 KOs. Donaire is now the face of
Philippine boxing after the retirement of Manny
Pacquiao, and his overpowering performance against
Gaballo (24-1, 20 KOs) is another example of his late-
career run.

This was his first defence of the WBC title that he
won six months ago with another sensational fourth
round knockout of Nordine Oubaali to become the old-
est world champion ever at 118 pounds. Donaire
dropped Oubaali three times, knocking him out with a
left hand. Like Pacquiao, Donaire lived in General Santos
City, Philippines, until he was six and attended the same
school as PacMan. He moved to the United States at age
11 when he gained citizenship through family connec-
tions. Donaire’s amateur record of 68-8 includes winning
three US national championships.

Many believed Donaire was done when he lost by
unanimous decisions to Jessie Magdaleno at 122 pounds
in 2016 and to Carl Frampton at 126 pounds in April
2018. In answer, Donaire rejuvenated his career by mov-
ing back down to 118 pounds, which seems to suit him
just fine. He has now won four fights at 118 and gave
Japanese champion Naoya Inoue all he could handle in
2019 before losing by a decision. “I have been in this
game a long time. We are going for the unified champion
of the world,” he said.

In New York, Vasiliy Lomachenko overpowered
Richard Commey with a dominant showing, scoring a
knockdown in the seventh round on the way to a
unanimous decision in the non-title lightweight fight
at Madison Square Garden. The former unified light-
weight champion Lomachenko, of the Ukraine, had
little trouble with Commey landing punches at will
including combinations of eight punches in a row.
Two judges scored it 119-108 while the third had it
117-110. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: Nonito Donaire punches Reymart Gaballo
to a third round knockout win for the WBC World
Bantamweight Championship at Dignity Health Sports
Park on December 11, 2021. —AFP


