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Blackburn pound
promotion rivals 
Bournemouth 2-0
LONDON: Blackburn earned an impressive 2-0 win
at promotion rivals Bournemouth as Jan Paul Van
Hecke scored his first club goal on Saturday. Tony
Mowbray’s side made it four successive second-tier
victories after Van Hecke headed home midway
through the second half. Ben Pearson’s first-half
own goal had put Blackburn in front as they climbed
to fourth in the table.

The defeat stretches second-placed
Bournemouth’s winless run to five games. West
Bromwich Albion are just three points behind
Bournemouth after Callum Robinson’s second-half
strike earned a 1-0 win against Reading at The
Hawthorns. Table toppers Fulham were held to a 1-1
draw at Luton. Aleksandar Mitrovic’s 22nd goal of
the season opened the scoring for the Cottagers,
but Elijah Adebayo levelled things up just after the
hour mark and the points were shared.

Nottingham Forest stretched their unbeaten run
to eight league games as manager Steve Cooper
celebrated a 4-1 victory over former club Swansea.
Luke Plange scored his first senior goal to give
Derby a 1-0 win over Blackpool, while Stoke and
Middlesbrough drew 0-0. Ryan Lowe’s first game in
charge of Preston ended in a 2-1 victory as Daniel
Johnson scored a late winner to sink struggling
Barnsley. Peterborough came from behind for a 2-1
victory against Millwall, who led through Tom
Bradshaw’s 16th-minute strike.

A Danny McNamara own goal and Jonson
Clarke-Harris’s winner turned the game on its head.
Matt Godden’s stoppage-time header rescued a
point for Coventry as Huddersfield had to settle for
a 1-1 draw. Matty James’ stoppage-time equalizer
salvaged a point for Bristol City in a 2-2 draw at
Hull. Cardiff came from two goals down to snatch a
2-2 draw at Birmingham. Troy Deeney and Ivan
Sunjic scored first-half goals for Birmingham, but
Kieffer Moore got one back and Mark McGuinness
headed the stoppage-time equalizer. —AFP

PORTLAND: Goalkeeper Sean Johnson was the
hero as New York City FC defeated the Portland
Timbers in a penalty shoot-out to win the MLS
Cup for the first time on Saturday. City goal-
keeper Johnson saved two Portland spot-kicks
at a rainswept Providence Park in Portland to set
up a 4-2 shootout win for New York. Johnson’s
two early saves handed Alex Callens the chance
to drill the winning spot-kick past Portland’s
Steve Clark. 

“We said before the shoot-out ‘Embrace the
moment’,” Johnson said afterwards. “I just wanted to
stay present and do what I could to help the
team.”We stepped up in a big way. I was able to save
a couple and the boys buried the rest.” New York’s
Norwegian manager Ronny Deila - who later upheld
a promise to strip to his
underwear to the delight of
players and traveling fans -
paid tribute to his team’s
never-say-die approach.
“It was a crazy game,” the
former Celtic manager said. 

“We had full control of
the game and I thought we
were going to win it in 90
minutes, and they scored.
We were broken. “But
we’ve been down so many
times this year. This group of players are winners. It
was just a roller coaster game.” Major League
Soccer’s championship game had gone to penalties
after finishing 1-1 after extra time.

Earlier, Portland grabbed a controversial equalizer
in the final seconds of the final minute of stoppage
time to extend the contest into extra-time. New York
City looked to be just seconds away from their first
MLS championship after Valentin Castellanos’s 41st-
minute header gave them a deserved lead. But with
the seconds ticking down, Portland poured forward

in search of an equalizer. Having controlled the con-
test for long periods, nerves appeared to get the bet-
ter of City, who failed to clear their lines properly as
the Timbers pressed.

Finally, the pressure told when a speculative head-
er into the area from Colombian forward Yimmi
Chara caused panic in the City defense. Jaroslaw
Niezgoda’s shot was blocked by City defender
Callens but only into the path of striker Felipe Mora,
who slammed his finish into the net past Johnson.
City’s players protested furiously as defender Maxim
Chanot appeared to have been fouled in the build-up
by Portland’s Larrys Mabiala, but the goal stood.

New York dominate 
Earlier, New York City had dominated a scrappy

game, controlling posses-
sion for long periods
without seriously testing
Clark in the Portland goal.
Portland were similarly
ineffective, struggling to
create anything in the way
of a goalscoring opportu-
nity as they attempted to
disrupt City’s slick pass-
ing early on.

The breakthrough for
City came shortly before

half-time, when Timbers defender Claudio Bravo
upended City fullback Tayvon Gray wide on the
right. Argentinean veteran Maxi Moralez swung in a
pinpoint free kick to find unmarked compatriot
Castellanos on the edge of the six-yard area. The
City striker’s header was low and hard, but Clark was
slow to react and the ball squirted off the greasy sur-
face into the Timbers net.

In the ensuing goal celebrations, City winger Jesus
Medina was struck by a beer can thrown from the
stands, sending the Paraguayan collapsing to the turf

clutching his face. With Portland offering little in the
way of a goal threat, City started the second half
hunting for the second goal to put the game beyond
doubt. Moralez hit the crossbar from a free-kick on
50 minutes, and both Santiago Rodriguez and
Medina drew saves from Clark early in the second
half. But City were unable to extend their lead and
paid the price for some nervy defending when Mora
pounced in stoppage time.

Portland looked the likelier team to win it in extra

time, and Paraguayan substitute Cristhian Paredes
was almost the hero when his curling shot was par-
ried away by the diving Johnson in the 112th minute.
But neither side went was able to grab a winner to
set up the shoot-out. Portland were immediately put
on the back foot when Johnson saved from Mora
and Diego Valeri to leave New York in control. That
left Callens with the chance to seal victory, and the
Peruvian defender stepped up to ram home the
winner. —AFP

Goalkeeper Johnson shines in a penalty shoot-out

New York City overcome 
Timbers to win MLS Cup

PORTLAND: Members of New York City celebrate after defeating the Portland Timbers to win the MLS Cup at
Providence Park on December 11, 2021. —AFP

Ibra saves a 
point for Milan;
Juventus held 
MILAN: Zlatan Ibrahimovic snatched a
late point for AC Milan in Saturday’s 1-1
draw at Udinese which gives the Serie A
leaders’ title rivals a chance to steal top
spot, while Juventus drew 1-1 at Venezia
to slip up in the Champions League race.
Ibrahimovic struck with an acrobatic
effort in the 92nd minute to claim a point
for the Rossoneri but Inter Milan, who are
two points behind their local rivals in sec-
ond, will end the weekend in first place if
they beat struggling Cagliari at the San
Siro on Sunday.

Napoli are a further point back and
can move level on 39 with Milan before
Inter kick off with a win over Empoli in
Naples, with some of their key players
including Andre-Frank Zambo Anguissa
and Lorenzo Insigne back in the squad.
Also waiting in the wings are Atalanta,
who sit fourth but are only five points
behind Milan ahead of their trip to Verona
on Sunday afternoon.

Milan are in the midst of a injury crisis,
with starting centre-back Simon Kjaer

out long-term and forwards Olivier
Giroud, Rafael Leao and Ante Rebic all
sidelined, and it was another low-key dis-
play after being dumped out of Europe
by Liverpool midweek. “The boys know
they aren’t playing to the best of their
abilities,” said Milan coach Stefano Pioli.
“We need to do better and I’m convinced
we will because we have ambition and the
ability to both understand our mistakes
and work on them.”

Beto put the hosts ahead 16 minutes
into Gabriele Cioffi’s first match as
Udinese’s caretaker boss when he
whacked home on the rebound after Mike
Maignan had saved his first effort when
clean through on goal. Beto could easily
have sealed the points for Udinese in the
closing stages when he slipped a close-
range finish just wide, and Ibrahimovic
got something from the game for his
underwhelming team when he took
Daniel Maldini’s knockdown and thrashed
home a barely deserved leveller.

Juventus slip
Mattia Aramu earned promoted

Venezia an excellent point against Juve
with a curling low drive nine minutes after
half-time. The 26-year-old’s fifth goal of
the season, which equalized Alvaro
Morata’s 32nd-minute opener, moved
Venezia six points away from the relega-

tion zone. Juve meanwhile are sixth after
being leapfrogged by Fiorentina — 4-0
winners over Salernitana earlier in the day
- and are six points behind Atalanta, who
sit in the final Champions League spot.

Matters were made worse for Juve by
the early loss of Paulo Dybala to injury,
the latest of a series of niggling problems

for the Argentine. The 28-year-old, who
was substituted at half-time of Juve’s 1-0
win over Malmo on Wednesday, limped
off the field in the 12th minute and after
being replaced by Kaio Jorge was seen
with a bandage around his right knee.
“I’m worried, we risked it a bit,” said
Allegri to DAZN. —AFP

VENICE: Juventus’ Colombian midfielder Juan Cuadrado (right) fights for
the ball with Venezia’s Welsh defender Ethan Ampadu during the Italian
Serie A football match between Venezia and Juventus on December 11,
2021. —AFP
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Spot on Ronaldo 
fires Man Utd to 
victory at Norwich
NORWICH: Ralf Rangnick questioned Manchester
United’s body language after Cristiano Ronaldo’s
penalty clinched a “lucky” 1-0 victory at struggling
Norwich on Saturday. Ronaldo won and converted
the second half spot-kick that gave Rangnick a sec-
ond successive Premier League victory since he
replaced the sacked Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. United
found it difficult to impose themselves for long peri-

ods and it took several fine saves from David de Gea
to keep them on level terms before Ronaldo’s 13th
goal since rejoining the club from Juventus in August.

“It was a very intense game, very physical,”
Rangnick said. “We need to be able to compete on
that kind of level. There’s still room for improvement
in this area. “The second half was a little bit better
but at the end we were lucky to have a clean sheet.
It’s another clean sheet but still a lot of work to do.
“It’s also a question of body language and physicali-
ty and this was one of the major issues that we could
have done better.”

Rangnick’s side sit in fifth place in the Premier
League, level on points with fourth-placed West
Ham, as the German aims to haul his club back into
the Champions League places. While United must
improve significantly on this mediocre display

against the Premier League’s bottom club, Rangnick
will take heart from successive clean sheets - a stark
contrast to the woeful defending seen in the 4-1 loss
at Watford that ended Solskjaer’s reign.

Rangnick, who kept faith with the team that beat
Crystal Palace 1-0 in his first match last weekend,
wants to introduce a high-tempo pressing style to
United. But after making 11 changes from the mid-
week Champions League draw with Young Boys,
there was a noticable lack of energy about United
at times. Norwich were without several players
after boss Dean Smith hinted at coronavirus con-
cerns in the squad on Friday, but they still matched
United stride for stride. United were inches away
from an early lead when Alex Telles’ free-kick
deflected off the Norwich wall and cannoned off
the crossbar. —AFP


