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Leicester thrash sorry Newcastle
West Ham held by Burnley 0-0

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s Belgian midfielder Youri Tielemans (left) shoots past Newcastle United’s Slovakian goalkeeper Martin Dubravka to score their third goal during the English Premier League football match 
between Leicester City and Newcastle United yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Leicester left Newcastle still rooted in 
the Premier League relegation zone with a 4-0 
thrashing of the Magpies yesterday, while West 
Ham’s Champions League ambitions were dented by 
a 0-0 draw at Burnley. Despite being hit by a coron-
avirus outbreak that left Brendan Rodgers without 
seven players, the Foxes gave Eddie Howe another 
reminder of the task he faces to keep Newcastle in 
the top flight as Youri Tielemans struck twice at the 
King Power. 

Howe will be able to call on the resources of the 
Saudi sovereign wealth fund in the January transfer 

window and results elsewhere this weekend mean 
they remain just three points adrift of safety. But 
Newcastle face Liverpool, Manchester City and 
Manchester United in their next three games and, on 
this form, will be lucky to escape that run without 
another severe hit to their goal difference. 

Leicester had won just two of their previous nine 
games in all competitions and were dumped out of 
the Europa League by Napoli on Thursday. However, 
they got the break they needed to edge in front 
before half-time when James Maddison engineered 
contact with Javier Manquillo to win a penalty. With 

Jamie Vardy watching on from the bench, Tielemans 
took responsibility from the spot to open the scoring 
seven minutes before half-time. 

Patson Daka’s form has seen him earn his spot 
ahead of Vardy in recent weeks in the Premier 
League and Zambian had the easiest of tasks to roll 
in his seventh goal of the season from Harvey Barnes’ 
unselfish pass to double Leicester’s lead. Tielemans 
rounded off a fine team move for his second of the 
afternoon before Maddison’s fine finish compounded 
Newcastle’s pain five minutes from time. Victory lifts 
Leicester to eighth and back in the fight for a place in 

the top four while West Ham wasted the chance to 
extend their advantage over the chasing pack. 

The Hammers have won just one of their last five 
league games as Nick Pope frustrated David 
Moyes’ men with a string of saves at Turf Moor. 
West Ham edged one point ahead of fifth-placed 
Manchester United, but Tottenham, who are not in 
action this weekend due to their own COVID out-
break, are just two points back with two games in 
hand. A point also does little to aid Burnley’s hopes 
of survival as they remain in 18th, but are now just 
two points adrift of safety. —  AFP 

ABU DHABI: Max Verstappen became the first 
Dutchman ever to win the Formula One world champi-
onship title when he won a dramatic season-ending Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix yesterday. The Red Bull driver took 
advantage of a second safety car to overtake seven-
time champion Lewis Hamilton on the final lap after 
Nicholas Latifi crashed. Verstappen and Hamilton, who 
went into the race level on points, went wheel to wheel 
to the chequered flag with the Dutchman edging the 
race. A championship for the ages, played out over 22 
spell-binding acts, boiled down to the final lap of the 
final race. 

Until then, Hamilton had been coasting, his eighth 
world title seemingly in the bag, prompting Red Bull 
team principal Christian Horner to say: “We need a mir-
acle.” It came in the unlikely shape of Latifi, who 
crashed his Williams, with Verstappen promptly pitting 
for fresh tyres. When racing resumed for the 58th and 
closing lap Verstappen barged past Hamilton to take the 
chequered flag, sparking joy on the Red Bull pitwall and 
fury at Mercedes. “It’s insane,” Verstappen said after the 
race. “The guys at my team, at Honda, I love them so 
much. Finally, a bit of luck for me.” 

Verstappen and Hamilton had approached the win-
ner-takes-all denouement in the desert level on points, 

for the first time since 1974 when Emerson Fittipaldi and 
Clay Regazzoni were neck and neck going into the final 
race. Fittingly the title protagonists filled the front row, 
Verstappen on pole after his majestic flying lap in quali-
fying. But Hamilton got off to a blinding start, beating 
Verstappen to the first bend. The Dutch driver lunged to 
reclaim the lead on Turn Seven, forcing his arch-rival off 
the track. 

The Briton rejoined in front, but the race stewards 
controversially decided no investigation was necessary, 
sparking fury among the Red Bull team chiefs. “We’re a 
little bit shocked,” said Horner. “That is incredible, what 
are they doing here?” Verstappen complained over the 
team radio. After a dozen laps Hamilton, on medium 
tyres, had pulled over five seconds clear of Verstappen, 
struggling for pace on softs. The Dutchman was pulled 
in to switch to hard tyres on lap 14, rejoining in fifth. 
Mercedes, with the luxury now of copying Red Bull’s 
strategy, then boxed Hamilton for a lightning pit stop. He 
came back also on hards in second, behind Sergio Perez, 
with the Ferrari of Carlos Sainz ahead of Verstappen, 
who soon had the Spaniard’s measure. Perez then 
showed himself the ultimate teammate, frustrating 
Hamilton’s numerous attempts to overtake, allowing 
Vertstappen to cut the gap.  — AFP 

Verstappen wins first world title

YAS ISLAND: 2021 FIA Formula One World Champion Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrates on the 
podium of the Yas Marina Circuit after the Abu Dhabi Formula One Grand Prix yesterday. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: The Philadelphia 76ers beat the 
Golden State Warriors 102-93 on Saturday, stifling 
Stephen Curry and stopping him from setting an NBA 
all-time record on their court. Curry came into the 
contest needing 10 three-pointers to surpass Ray 
Allen’s all-time record of 2,973. The Warriors’ shooting 
star has had 10 three-pointers or more in 22 career 
games, but in the face of a stringent Sixers’ defense he 
connected on just three of 14 from beyond the arc on 
the way to 18 points. 

Joel Embiid led the 76ers with 26 points, Tobias 
Harris added 16 and Matisse Thybulle did the heavy lift-
ing in guarding Curry. “It was no secret that he was 
going for this record right now,” Thybulle said. “Joel and 
I talked today during shoot-around and he said we’re 

not letting that happen in our house. “So I took it upon 
myself to make sure it didn’t.” Overall Curry made just 
six of his 20 attempts from the field, although he still 
outscored his brother Seth Curry, who put up 10 points 
for Philadelphia. 

The Warriors star, who now needs seven three-
pointers to surpass Allen’s record, gets his next shot 
against the Pacers on Monday at Indianapolis. The 
Warriors then continue their road trip against the New 
York Knicks at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. 
Golden State coach Steve Kerr, whose Warriors lost for 
just the fifth time this season and fell a half-game behind 
the Phoenix Suns for the Western Conference lead, said 
the key for Curry’s record chase would be “just to let it 
happen”. “The record’s going to happen at some point 
soon,” Kerr said. “No reason to force anything.” 

Curry’s pursuit of Allen’s record, established in an 18-

year career that concluded in 2014, dominated a night 
that featured seven games. There was a nail-biter in Los 
Angeles, where Reggie Jackson scored nine of his 25 
points in the fourth quarter, including what proved to be 
the game-winner with 2.2 seconds left in the Clippers’ 
106-104 victory over the Orlando Magic. Jackson had 
scored seven straight points in the final period, putting 
the host Clippers up 100-96 with a driving layup with 
1:59 to play. 

But he followed with an airball from three-point 
range and Orlando clawed back to tie the score at 104-
104 with 23.6 seconds left. The Clippers kept their faith 
in Jackson and he didn’t disappoint with the shot that 
put them back in the lead, and Orlando’s Terrence Ross 
missed a potential game-winning three pointer as time 
expired. “They just kept backing me,” Jackson said of 
the support he received from coaches and teammates. 
“It was easy to dig deep down and find something else 
in there.” 

Jazz hold off Wizards  
In Washington, Utah’s Donovan  Mitchell scored 28 

points and Rudy Gobert had a double-double of 20 
points and 11 rebounds as the Jazz pushed their winning 
streak to seven games with a 123-98 victory over the 
Wizards. Hassan Whiteside scored 18 points and pulled 
down 13 rebounds for Utah, who polished off a 4-0 road 
trip. The Wizards emerged from a back-and-forth first 
half with a 51-50 lead. But Utah closed the third quarter 
on a 13-4 scoring run to take an 89-61 lead and never 
trailed in the final period. The Miami Heat also notched a 
lopsided victory, beating the depleted Chicago Bulls 
118-92. 

The Bulls were missing seven players due to COVID-
10 health and safety protocols. That included one player, 
Stanley Johnson, who had been called up on a 10-day 
contract after the Bulls were granted a hardship exemp-
tion. “We need a hardship for a hardship right now,” said 
Bulls coach Billy Donovan, who said that Chicago had “a 
lot of guys sitting at home with no symptoms.” Donovan 
called that a good, if frustrating, thing, saying he thought 
some players who experienced more severe illness 
struggled upon returning to play. 

Zach LaVine did what he could for the Bulls with a 
game-high 33 points. But the Heat, led by a season-high 
26 points from veteran Duncan Robinson, had five play-
ers in double-figures for the wire-to-wire win. In the 
late game, Nikola Jokic had 35 points, 17 rebounds and 
the Denver Nuggets avenged an earlier loss to San 
Antonio by beating the Spurs 127-112. The Nuggets 
used balanced attack Saturday after a disappointing loss 
to the Spurs two nights earlier. On Thursday, Denver 
never led in falling 123-111 to San Antonio. — AFP  

76ers overpower Warriors

PHILADELPHIA: Shake Milton #18 of the Philadelphia 
76ers shoots over Nemanja Bjelica #8 of the Golden 
State Warriors during the third quarter at Wells 
Fargo Center on December 11, 2021. — AFP  


