
KUWAIT: National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) 
and the Kuwait Fire 
Force continued their 
awareness safety cam-
paign during the camping 
season. NBK volunteers 
along with the Kuwait 
Fire Force team visited 
various camping sites in 
north of Kuwait to pro-
vide campers with a safe-
ty camping it that 
includes a fire extin-
guisher, fire alarm and 
first aid support ensuring 
that camps adhere to regulations for safety and 
waste removal.  

“The campaign targets limiting the fire inci-
dents in spring camping sites”, said Mohammad 
Al-Sarraf, NBK Public Relations Officer. “NBK 
aims to help keep the environment clean and peo-
ple safe this camping season. The camp site visits 
aim to urge campers to enhance their security as 
well as environmental awareness about precau-
tions to be taken to prevent campfires and main-

tain cleanliness”, he added. 
The campaign is divided into phases. NBK vol-

unteers and Fire Force team are going to visit more 
campsites to distribute the safety kits. 
Representatives from Kuwait Fire Force will also 
speak with campers and provide them with safety 

and security tips. On the other hand, NBK social 
media channels will be posting tips and videos on 
safety camping tips. 

Meanwhile, Lt Col Rashed Al-Halfi from the 
Media Department of Kuwait Fire Force, praised 
the efforts and the influential role this campaign is 

playing to avoid accidents during camping. Halfi 
also indicated that the Kuwait Fire Force puts 
health and safety in its top priority. “During the 
camping season, we strengthen our awareness 
among campers in cooperation with partners such 
as the National Bank of Kuwait.” — KUNA 
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Readers take initiative to 
organize book fair in Kuwait

Event runs till Dec 18 at Jamal Abdul Nasser Park in Rawda
By Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Over two years have passed since the last 
book fair was held in Kuwait, due to the pandemic. 
The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, 
the organizer of the book fair in Kuwait, hasn’t 
announced any date for holding the fair anytime soon. 
So publishers and readers decided to organize a book 
fair at Jamal Abdul Nasser Park in Rawda. The ‘Lines 
Cultural Fair’ is being held from Dec 9 to 18, 2021, and 
is organized by Solo Events. Four young women got 
together and came with this idea, on which they 
worked for 10 days to bring the event to life. 

“The idea of this event is a youth idea which came 
as a reaction to not having a book fair for two years. 
We chose this park to respect the health measures 
that allow organizing outdoor events. All the partici-
pating publishers are local, as it was difficult to 
arrange visas for international publishers in this short 

period of time,” Fatma Hamad, one of the organizers, 
told Kuwait Times yesterday. 

According to her, over 4,000 people have visit-
ed the fair in the past four days. “I have received 

positive feedback from the participating publishers 
in the past four days, as they said they had good 
sales, at par with international fairs. They said peo-

ple visited the fair even in the morning and noon-
time,” she added. 

This event is more than just a book fair. “We 
called it Lines as there are other cultural activities 
too. Workshops are held daily onstage for writing, 
photography, drawing and others. There is also a 
special section for kids for storytelling, a learning 
center and fun science workshops. A music show 
entertains visitors daily as well. Also, stationery items 
such as calendars, notebooks and others can be 
found here,” Hamad said. 

The fair is open from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm. “Due 
to the high demand, we may extend it for a few more 
days. Twenty publishers are participating in this fair. 
The weather is perfect for outdoor events. The local 
publishers have already participated in the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia, and next month they have other partic-
ipations abroad, so now is the perfect time for this 
fair,” explained Hamad.

Twenty publishers 
participating in 

outdoor fair

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah received yester-
day the visiting UK Parliamentary Undersecretary 
of State for Exports Mike Freer. The two officials 
discussed the historic bilateral ties and ways to 
enhance them in all possible domains. Meanwhile, 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad received the credentials of the 
new Ambassador of Chad to Kuwait Abdulrahman 
Bashir Brima. 

In the meantime, Sheikh Dr Ahmad discussed 
the situation in Yemen in a phone call yesterday 
with the US special envoy to the war-torn nation 
Tim Lenderking. The US envoy acknowledged 
Kuwait’s efforts to restore stability and security to 
Yemen, while the Kuwaiti foreign minister said his 
country firmly backs all attempts to find a lasting 
solution to the Yemeni conflict. — KUNA

Foreign Minister 
meets British official 

KUWAIT: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets UK 
Parliamentary Undersecretary of State for Exports Mike Freer. — KUNA photos

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah receives credentials of 
the new Ambassador of Chad Abdulrahman Bashir Brima. 

NBK continues safe 
camping campaign in 
collaboration with KFF

Mohammad Al-Sarraf

ABU DHABI: Prime Minister of the Zionist entity Naftali 
Bennett met Abu Dhabi’s crown prince yesterday during 
the first visit by a leader of the Zionist entity to the 
United Arab Emirates, just over a year after the two 
countries established ties. Bennett’s visit comes as the 
Zionist entity pursues a diplomatic push against interna-
tional nuclear talks in Vienna that could ease sanctions 
on its arch-foe, Iran. 

He was received by Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al-Nahyan at his private palace, where they 
exchanged greetings before heading inside for more 
than four hours of talks, officials said. The crown prince 
hoped Bennett’s visit “would contribute to further coop-
eration for the benefit of the peoples of the two countries 
and the peoples of the region”, the UAE’s official WAM 
news agency said. 

The visit comes 15 months after the wealthy UAE 
broke with decades of Arab consensus and forged diplo-
matic ties under a series of US-brokered deals known as 
the Abraham Accords. Bennett, who arrived late on 
Sunday, said his trip reflected a “new reality” for the 
Middle East. “In my opinion, this is... the new reality this 
region is witnessing, and we are working together to 
ensure a better future for our children,” he told WAM. 

The Zionist entity is also stepping up its diplomatic 
efforts against the renewed talks in Vienna with Iran, 
over the Islamic republic’s nuclear program. Bennett has 
called for the talks to be halted, accusing Tehran of 
“nuclear blackmail” and charging that it will use any rev-
enue from sanctions relief to bolster a military arsenal 
that can harm the Zionist entity. 

On Thursday, global powers began meetings with 
Iran in Vienna aimed at reviving a deal to curb the 

nuclear program after former US president Donald 
Trump pulled out in 2015. Ahead of those talks, the 
UAE’s national security adviser met Iran’s ultraconser-
vative President Ebrahim Raisi in Tehran, a rare trip by a 
senior Emirati official. 

In Abu Dhabi, Bennett and Sheikh Mohammed dis-
cussed cooperation in “various investment, economic, 
trade and development areas”, WAM news agency said. 
The Zionist entity’s prime minister also spoke of “limitless 
future opportunities” to develop trade with the UAE. The 
UAE last year became the third Arab nation to establish 
full diplomatic relations with the Zionist entity after 
Egypt and Jordan, and was swiftly followed by Bahrain 
and Morocco. Sudan also agreed to normalize ties with 
the Zionist entity under the Abraham Accords, but full 
relations have not yet materialized. — AFP 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia approved its 2022 budget 
on Sunday, projecting a surplus for the first time 
since oil prices collapsed in 2014. King Salman 
said the improved fiscal situation for the world’s 
biggest oil exporter comes “after the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has overcome the economic reper-
cussions and the exceptional stages of the coron-
avirus pandemic”. 

Cited by the Saudi Press Agency, he said total 
expenditures were budgeted at 955 billion Saudi 
riyals ($255 billion) and revenues estimated at 
1.045 trillion riyals, giving a surplus of 90 billion 
riyals. Riyadh’s projections come with higher 
global crude prices, despite worries about the 
Omicron coronavirus variant which is spreading 
worldwide. Crude prices finished higher on Friday 
to post their best week since August. Brent North 
Sea crude for February delivery rose to $75.15. In 
New York, West Texas Intermediate crude for 
January delivery increased to $71.67 a barrel. 

Economic experts have said Saudi Arabia 
needs a crude price of about $80 a barrel to bal-
ance its budget. At a press conference, Finance 
Minister Mohammed Al-Jadaan did not answer 
AFP’s question about the price per barrel on 
which the budget projections were based. The 

kingdom produced about 9.8 million barrels per 
day in October, according to the Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries. 

If the projections are realized, it will be the 
first time that the Arab world’s largest economy 
will see a surplus since 2013, when it reached 206 
billion riyals. “We aim to place further attention 
to the security and health of citizens and resi-
dents, human development, the continuation of 
economic growth and diversity, and financial sus-
tainability,” King Salman said. 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman said that 
“the financial and economic results and indica-
tors confirm that we are progressing positively”. 
Since 2016, the kingdom has embarked on a 
wide-ranging program to diversify its economy 
away from oil, which still generates more than 
two-thirds of Saudi public revenues. After prices 
collapsed in 2014 from more than $100 a barrel, 
the kingdom borrowed heavily and drew from its 
reserves to plug the shortfall. It also resorted to 
austerity measures like cutting subsidies on fuel 
and power and imposing a value added tax. 

In September, Jadaan had forecast a 2022 
budget deficit of 52 billion riyals. Saudi Arabia 
was left reeling last year from low oil prices 
when global demand collapsed during the pan-
demic and led to an economic downturn. The 
kingdom estimated its 2020 deficit at 298 bil-
lion riyals but for this year the shortfall is seen 
at 84 bill ion riyals, to end years of deficits. 
Jadaan said a surplus is expected in 2023 and 
2024 as well. — AFP

Saudi Arabia projects 
budget surplus 
after years of deficits

Zionist entity’s PM meets 
Crown Prince on UAE visit 

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan receives Prime 
Minister of the Zionist entity Naftali Bennett. — AFP 


