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News in brief

Kuwait roads can’t
take more taxis

KUWAIT: Traffic authorities in Kuwait have no
current plans to license more taxi service offices
because Kuwait’s roads cannot take in any more
taxi cars than what they already have, said Brig
Gen Khaled Mahmoud, Assistant Undersecretary
for Planning and Research at the Interior
Ministry’s Traffic General Department. There are
around 860 licensed taxi service offices in
Kuwait “the majority of which are following the
law,” he added in an interview published by Al-
Jarida Arabic daily yesterday. According to
Mahmoud, the law allows each licensed office to
operate between 10 and 30 vehicles.

Kuwaiti doctor
in Hall of Fame

NEW YORK: The Retina Hall of Fame (RHOF)
— based in New York — chose Kuwaiti oph-
thalmologist and retina specialist Dr Khaled Al-
Sabti amongst its inductees for the class of
2020-21. The list of inductees consisted of 57
medical professionals. Dr Sabti is the first Gulf
physician to earn this honor. He said that he was
honored to be chosen as one of the best in the
world in his field of expertise. This honoring fur-
ther solidified the status Kuwaiti medical pro-
fessionals on the map of retinal and eye surgery,
Dr Sabti affirmed, adding that he was chosen in
recognition of his innovation, contribution and
research within his profession. —KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait Carlo
Baldocci welcomed guests at a Quartetto Indaco
concert held at Yarmouk Cultural Club on Sunday.
The concert is the first in a series of concerts and
festivities to mark the 60th anniversary of Italian-
Kuwaiti relations. “Thank you for accommodating
the concert here of our famous Quartetto Indaco
group. Myself and my wife, Cristiana Turchetti,
arrived in Kuwait on September 15, 2019, and on
September 17, 2019, I attended my first event in
Kuwait here in this hall  - a very memorable
moment indeed. For us, live music is Yarmouk
Center,” he said. 

The envoy said the Quartetto concert will be the
first of a series of events to mark Italy’s friendship
with Kuwait. “This will continue from January till
December 2022. This is just the beginning,”
Baldocci said. He explained the week includes sev-
eral events, including the opening of the “Islamic Art
from the Bargello of Florence to Kuwait” exhibition
at the Amricani Cultural Center and the “Italy and
Urban Planning in Kuwait” exhibition at the Italian
Embassy.

Quartetto Indaco was introduced to a full-
packed audience led by Eleonora Matsuno, violin,
Ida di Vita, also violin, Jamiang Santi, viola and
Cosimo Carovani, cello. The concert included sever-
al classic music tracks, which focused on the string
instruments used in this kind of music. The band

played pieces by great composers such as
Boccherini, an Italian author of the classical era, also
known as the Violoncellist. His pieces were famous
for their expressive cheerful melodies. 

The band also played Italian composer Nino
Rota, who received the Oscars award for the best
soundtrack, and also Italian opera composer
Giacomo Puccini, who lived between the end of
the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th
century - his love and passion for music came
through his family.

The performance of the Quartetto Indaco group
was characterized by harmony and was a journey of

beautiful feelings and sensations that showed the
group’s professionalism and its diversity in the
musical method, which impressed the audience. The
Quartetto Indaco group was founded in 2007. The
group has participated in international festivals and
events and won numerous awards. In 2020, it
released its first album.

Quartetto Indaco treats Kuwaiti,
foreign audience to classical music

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Telecom, the first to launch innovat-
ed digital services in Kuwait, won three prestigious
awards at Advertising Creativity Award 2021 - the ninth
edition held by the organizing committee of the Arab
Media Forum, in the “Best National TVC”, “Public
Relations Stars” and “Brand Excellence” categories.

The annual forum took place on Sunday, December 13,
2021 at the Sheraton Kuwait, under the patronage of Abd
Al-Rahman Al-Mutairi, Minister of Information and
Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affair, Muneera
Al-Huwaidi, Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti Ministry of
Information, the Arab League, and Madhi Al-Khamis,
general secretary of the Arab Media forum. In addition to
the presence of several dignitaries, a group of media rep-
resentatives, artists and creators in the field of media and
advertising in Kuwait, the Arab Gulf and the Arab world,
and a number of social media influencers and celebrities.

The forum was attended by Mijbil Alayoub - Senior
Director, Corporate Communications; Nazem Al-Ghabra
- Manager, Corporate Communications; Abdullah Grace,
Gannas Ali Al-Fajji and Yasser Mohammad - Social
Media Executives, Ooredoo Kuwait.

The “Best National Day TVC” recognition underlies
the high creativity level of the national song launched by
Ooredoo as a commemorative gift to Kuwait and its peo-
ple in celebration of the country’s national days.

Further, the “Public Relations Stars” and “Brand
Excellence” recognition was a reflection of Ooredoo
Kuwait’s successful strategy aimed at providing distin-
guished products and services that meet the changing
needs and demands of customers and satisfy their differ-
ent tastes through innovative advertising campaigns and
exceptional offers.

Chosen by an expert panel following a rigorous
process of evaluation, the winners of the Arab Media
Forum 2021 - the ninth edition, were chosen from a
shortlist of nominees. The annual event aims to celebrate
and recognize creative work and recognize business
achievements at the level of companies and individuals.

Mijbil Alayoub, Senior Director, Corporate

Communications, Ooredoo Kuwait, said: “Ooredoo’s
founding vision was “enriching people’s digital lives” and
until today we continue to sustain this commitment by
creating innovative products and services. The awards
further honors Ooredoo’s proven-track in delivering
consistent value for its customers, and commitment in
achieving consistently high performance in the telecom-
munications sector in the State of Kuwait.”

“Ooredoo has been feted for its pioneering role in
creating a value for the community, we do so by sinking
below the surface and create our own road map that
allows us to achieve excellence. We are beyond happy to
win these prestigious awards which ignite us further to
intensify our efforts and focus to remain oriented
towards achieving long-term value for all customers and
society members” Alayoub added.

The Arab Media Forum awards ceremony is consid-
ered as one of the renowned events that take place in
the region, which brings together representatives from
the different industries in one place to celebrate their
tremendous revolutionary efforts in innovation and
creativity.

Ooredoo Kuwait wins three 
awards at Arab Media Forum

Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait Carlo Baldocci addresses
the audience. 

KUWAIT: Musicians perform during a Quartetto Indaco concert held at Yarmouk Cultural Club on Sunday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


