
SERPUKHOV: A Russian teenager tried to blow
himself up at an Orthodox school in a 14th century
convent outside Moscow yesterday, wounding ten
children.

The attacker, an 18-year-old former student of
the school, survived. He was taken into intensive
care and had his leg amputated after suffering
injuries, authorities said.

“The person who tried to commit suicide is in
intensive care,” a representative of the Investigative
Committee, Olga Vradiy, told journalists.

Police and ambulances lined the red-coloured
medieval walls of the convent, founded in 1360.

Russia has seen a rise in attacks on schools in
recent years but incidents at religious premises
are  rare . The in ter ior
ministry said the teenag-
er  entered “ the
Orthodox gymnas ium
next to the Vvedenskiy
Vladychniy convent and
blew h imse l f  up .”  The
convent is in the city of
Serpukhov, 100 kilome-
tres (60 miles) south of
Moscow. Ten chi ldren
were wounded, sa id
Ksenia Mishonova, the
children’s rights ombudswoman for the Moscow
region. “One teenager was hospitalised. The rest
of the children are in hospitals in the Moscow
region,” she said on Telegram. “There is no
threat to their lives”.

The Investigative Committee, which probes
major crimes, said it opened a criminal case into
attempted murder and the illegal handling of
explosives.

Denis Ryabov, a pupil at the school, said he was
praying with his classmates when the incident took
place. “I smelt burning, the teacher said there had
been an explosion,” he said as he left the convent
accompanied by his mother.

“A door was blown off. Some children were cry-
ing.” The school has pupils from the ages of 7 to 16.

Bullying reports 
State news agency TASS, citing a police source,

said that the teenager wanted the device to go off
during morning prayers, but it detonated at the
entrance to the school.

Authorities said they were working to establish
the motives behind the
attack. The Interfax news
agency said the teenager
could have wanted to take
revenge for being bullied
by nuns in the convent.

Vladimir Legoida, a
Russian Orthodox
Church spokesman, said
the church will provide
assistance to “all those
affected.”

“Wherever such
attacks take place, they cause the same grief and
desire to prevent this from happening in the future,”
he said in a statement on messaging app Telegram.

Since President Vladimir Putin first came to pow-
er in 2000, the Russian church has extended its
clout on traditionally secular institutions such as
schools, with lessons on religion and clerics lobby-
ing for conservative textbooks.

In September, a student killed six people and

wounded dozens on a university campus in the
Urals city of Perm. In May, a 19-year-old opened
fire in his old school in the central city of Kazan,
killing nine people.

In October 2018, another teenage gunman killed
20 people at a Kerch technical college in Crimea,
the peninsula Russia annexed from Ukraine in 2014.

He was shown in camera footage wearing a simi-
lar T-shirt to Eric Harris, one of the killers in the
1999 Columbine High School shooting in the US,
which left 13 people dead.

The attacks have led some in Russia to call for
stricter gun control in the country and for rein-
forced security in schools. —AFP
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SERPUKHOV: Experts work at the entrance to the Orthodox gymnasium of the Vvedenskiy Vladychniy con-
vent after an 18-year-old graduate of this educational institution entered the school and blew himself up,
in the city of Serpukhov, 100 kilometres (60 miles) south of Moscow, yesterday. —AFP

8 Indians arrested 
for ‘offensive’ posts 
on dead military chief
NEW DELHI: Eight Indians have been arrested for
making “offensive” social media posts about the
death of the country’s military chief in a helicopter
crash, according to officials speaking to AFP yester-
day and local reports.

General Bipin Rawat, who was killed along with
his wife and 11 others in last week’s accident, was a
hugely popular figure seen as close to Hindu nation-
alist Prime Minister Narendra Modi. But he also
courted controversy, in one instance presenting an
award to an officer who tied a civilian in Kashmir to
the front of his military vehicle in a show of force.

One man was arrested within hours of the chop-
per crash for posting to Instagram that Rawat had
“burnt alive even before entering Jahannum”, the
Muslim word for hell. He was arrested along with
two others in Rajasthan state for “hurting public
sentiment”, police confirmed to AFP.

Five other arrests across India were reported by
local media outlets on the weekend. A bank staffer in
Jammu district was suspended from work after accu-
sations she had reacted to a Facebook news post of
Rawat’s death with an emoji of a laughing face.

Two people were being investigated in the
southern state of Karnataka, where chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai ordered the arrest of “perverted
minds” who had disrespected the military com-

mander. Police have arrested hundreds of Indian
internet users in recent years, with rights groups
sounding the alarm over growing curbs on freedom
of speech in the world’s largest democracy.

More than a dozen people were arrested in
October for celebrating Pakistan’s defeat of India in a
cricket match, with several still in custody after being
charged under sedition and anti-terror laws. —AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s Army General Manoj Mukund Naravane pays his tribute in front of the coffins contain-
ing the mortal remains of Chief of Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat and other 12 victims who lost their lives
in a helicopter crash. —AFP

Sudan police 
fire tear gas 
at protesters 
KHARTOUM: Sudanese police fired tear
gas yesterday to disperse hundreds of
protesters who rallied near the presi-
dential palace in Khartoum demanding
civilian rule, witnesses said. It was the
latest rally in recent weeks by Sudanese
opposed to a military-dominated gov-
ernment in the country where top gener-
al Abdel Fattah al-Burhan seized power
in an October coup.

Yesterday’s protesters in Khartoum
waved Sudanese flags and changed
“civilian is the people’s choice” as well
as “the people are stronger”. Witnesses
said protests were also underway in
parts of eastern Sudan, including
Kassala and Gadaref states.

“Protesters are in the centre of the
city and are chanting ‘no to military
rule’,” Kassala resident Mohammed
Idriss told AFP. Speaking from Gadaref,
resident Amal Hussein said around 600
protesters rallied there, where they also
waved Sudanese flags and chanted slo-
gans demanding civilian rule.

Following the October 25 coup, pre-
vious protests were met by a violent
crackdown that left 44 people killed and
hundreds wounded, mostly by bullets,
according to a pro-democracy doctors’
union. On that day Burhan seized power
and detained Prime Minister Abdalla
Hamdok but reinstated him in a deal
signed on November 21 after interna-
tional condemnation and mass protests.

Critics lambasted the agreement and
pro-democracy activists vowed to main-
tain pressure on the military-civilian
authority. Burhan has insisted that the
military takeover was “not a coup” but a
step “to rectify the transition” towards
full democracy that started with the

2019 ouster of autocratic president
Omar al-Bashir. He has pledged to lead

Sudan to “free and transparent elec-
tions” in July 2023.  —AFP

KHARTOUM: Sudanese demonstrators including persons with disabilities
chant as they rally along the central Mek Nimr avenue in the capital
Khartoum. —AFP
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Australia warned bid 
for nuke subs carries 
‘enormous’ risks 
SYDNEY: Australia’s bid to develop a fleet
of nuclear-powered submarines will cost
more than US$80 billion and take decades in
the “most complex” project the country has
ever embarked on, a study released yester-
day warned.

The report from the Australian Strategic
Policy Institute-an influential Canberra-
based think tank-said ownership of the
high-tech subs bui lt  with US or Brit ish
know-how would offer a major advantage in
deterring aggression from China or else-
where.

But it will also be a fiendishly difficult task
requiring a step-change in Australia’s mili-
tary and industrial capabilities. It is “proba-
bly the largest and most complex endeavour
Australia has embarked upon. The chal-
lenges, costs and risks will be enormous,” the
think tank warned. “It’s likely to be at least
two decades and tens of billions of dollars in
sunk costs before Australia has a useful
nuclear-powered military capability.”

The project, announced last month, will
make Austra l ia  the only non-nuclear
weapons power to own nuclear-run sub-
marines, which are capable of travelling
quickly over long distances carrying long-
range missiles and state-of-the-art under-
water drones.

Canberra plans to equip them with con-
ventional rather than nuclear weapons. It has
yet to decide whether it wil l  buy US or
Brit ish technology, what class, size and
capabilities the subs will have, where they
will be built or how radioactive material will
be handled.

Even under an optimistic schedule, the
first submarines are unlikely to be opera-
tional before 2040, according to the report’s
authors, who include former Austral ian
defence department officials and an expert
on nuclear physics. The price tag will be
eyewatering, with an eight-boat programme
costing Aus$116 billion (US$83 billion) “at
an absolute minimum”, almost a tenth of
annual gross domestic product.

Among a litany of tasks ahead, the navy
will have to triple the number of submariners
it recruits, refurbish docks, and develop
extensive nuclear safeguards. On the diplo-
matic front, Australia will need to reassure
neighbours and the International Atomic
Energy Agency that the subs do not present
a nuclear proliferation risk.

“Regardless of the Australian govern-
ment’s declared intentions,” the report said,
“once Australia possesses (weapons-grade
enriched uranium), the breakout time to
develop and construct nuclear weapons
would be less  than a year i f  a  s imple
nuclear-weapon design were pursued.”

The submarine plan has already caused
diplomatic headaches for Canberra, with
nearest neighbour Indonesia expressing
concern, and the decision to ditch a contract
to buy French non-nuclear submarines caus-
ing fury in Paris. —AFP
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Zionist entity 
frees firebrand 
Islamic cleric 
TEL AVI: Zionist entity authorities yesterday
released from jail firebrand Islamic cleric Raed
Salah, a rival of the first Arab party leader to sup-
port the Jewish government, who was imprisoned
for incitement to terrorism.

Salah was greeted with fireworks and a crowd of
some 1,000 supporters who were chanting “Raed,
the sheikh of Al-Aqsa” as he arrived in his home
city of Umm el-Fahm.

Last year, a Zionist entity court convicted him

of “incitement to terror” for “praising, sympathis-
ing or encouraging terrorism” in remarks made
after attackers from his home city killed two
policemen in Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound three years earlier.

Salah, who walked free after serving a 16-month
sentence, heads a group known as the northern
branch of the Islamic Movement.

The political wing of the movement’s southern
branch, called Raam, is headed by Mansour Abbas,
who in June agreed to support a government head-
ed by right-wing Zionist entity Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett, backing that enabled Bennett to
form a government.

The Islamic movement split in 1996. Salah’s
group was outlawed in 2015 for incitement linked to
the Jerusalem holy site. His supporters say his ser-
mons are within the bounds of free speech and that

his arrests constitute political intimidation intended
to silence dissent. Salah served a nine-month sen-
tence on similar charges in 2017.

Salah’s movement calls for the boycott of Jewish
elections by Palestinian citizens of Zionist entity on
the grounds that they give legitimacy to the institu-
tions of the Jewish state.

Before the March election, Abbas said his party
was willing to work with any Jewish government
that would take steps to improve the lives of Arab
citizens, who have long complained of unequal
treatment compared to Jewish Zionists.

Abbas then emerged as a surprise kingmaker and
joined the coalition in a historic deal that included a
multi-billion dollar pledge to tackle some of the
problems experienced by Palestinian citizens of
Zionist entity, who constitute more than 20 percent
of the country’s population.  —AFP


