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 News in brief
Smart IDs for domestic helpers 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil 
Information announced yesterday that smart civil 
IDs will be issued to domestic helpers and other 
residents holding article 20 visas. Holders of IDs 
that do not have electronic microchips can still 
use them until their expiry date, it explained.

Saudi allows Iran envoy evacuation 
 
RIYADH: Iran’s ambassador flew out of the rebel-
held Yemeni capital to receive COVID treatment 
Saturday in a rare exemption from an air blockade 
enforced by a Saudi-led coalition. “The ambassa-
dor left on an Iraqi aircraft and is probably now in 
Baghdad,” a senior Saudi official said. He said the 
flight was organized at the request of Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels and agreed by Saudi authorities fol-
lowing mediation by Iraq and Oman. — AFP 

UAE ends cinema censorship 
 
DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates announced 
yesterday it will no longer censor cinematic 
releases, introducing a 21 and above age rating 
for films it classifies for mature audiences. 
“According to this classification, the international 
version of movies will be shown in cinemas, with 
an emphasis on the strict following of age classi-
fication standards for audience entry,” the Media 
Regulatory Office said. — AFP

Iran reports first Omicron case 
 
TEHRAN: Iran has detected the first case of the 
coronavirus Omicron variant, deputy health min-
ister Kamal Heidari told state television yester-
day. An Iranian man from Tehran had tested pos-
itive after returning from the UAE. An emergency 
meeting has been held to discuss ways to stop 
any spread of the variant, including a proposal to 
temporarily close schools. — AFP  

Muslim nations pledge to help 
unlock frozen Afghan assets

Kuwait has provided Afghanistan with aid worth $92m
ISLAMABAD: Muslim nations resolved yesterday to 
work with the United Nations to try to unlock hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in frozen Afghan assets in a 
bid to tackle a growing humanitarian crisis. At a spe-
cial meeting in Pakistan of the 57-member 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) delegates 
said they would work “to unlock the financial and 
banking channels to resume liquidity and flow of 
financial and humanitarian assistance”. 

The meeting was the biggest conference on 
Afghanistan since the US-backed government fell in 
August and the Taleban returned to power. Since then, 
billions of dollars in aid and assets have been frozen by 
the international community, and the nation is in the 
middle of a bitter winter. An OIC resolution released 
after the meeting said the Islamic Development Bank 
would lead the effort to free up assistance by the first 
quarter of next year. It also urged Afghanistan’s rulers 
to abide by “obligations under international human 
rights covenants, especially with regards to the rights 
of women, children, youth, elderly and people with 
special needs”.  

Kuwait yesterday said it was imperative that 
Afghans get access to much needed aid as Kabul 
copes with a worsening humanitarian crisis. Leading 
Kuwait’s delegation to the OIC talks Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nasser Al-Sabah said the Islamic 
world is in the throes of a myriad of challenges, chief 
among them the “humanitarian crisis” unfolding in 

Afghanistan. On the talks, the Kuwaiti top diplomat 
said it was tantamount to a “message of support” to 
Afghanistan, as some 23 million people stand on the 
precipice of starvation, in addition to more than a half 
million others displaced by the crisis.  

Sheikh Ahmad reiterated Kuwait’s stern rejection 
of “all forms of violence and terrorism”, saying the 
international community should never allow 
Afghanistan to turn into a “hotbed of extremism and 
terrorism”, adding that the talks should be a step 
towards bringing the aspirations of Afghans to 
fruition. Kuwait has provided Afghanistan with aid 
worth $92 million, he said, saying his country will 
continue to “work diligently” with global aid bodies 
in order to ensure that Afghans ultimately get access 
to much needed assistance. 

Earlier, Pakistan warned of “grave consequences” 
for the international community if Afghanistan’s eco-
nomic meltdown continued, and urged world leaders 
to find ways to engage with the Taleban to help pre-
vent a humanitarian catastrophe. Pakistan foreign min-
ister Shah Mahmood Qureshi said the deepening crisis 
could bring mass hunger, a flood of refugees and a rise 
in extremism. “We cannot ignore the danger of com-
plete economic meltdown,” he told the gathering, 
which also included Taleban foreign minister Amir 
Khan Muttaqi alongside delegates from the United 
States, China, Russia, the European Union and UN. 
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ISLAMABAD: (From left) Secretary of Organization of Islamic Cooperation Hissein Brahim Taha, 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan, his Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and Saudi 
Arabia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud attend the opening of a spe-
cial meeting of the OIC yesterday. — AFP  

AL-KHOR, Qatar: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani and 
FIFA President Gianni Infantino present Algeria’s goalkeeper and captain 
Rais M’Bolhi with the FIFA Arab Cup 2021 trophy at the Al-Bayt stadium 
on Saturday. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar passed their first test 
with a successful hosting of the Arab 
Cup but bigger challenges lie ahead 
when 1.2 million fans and 32 interna-
tional teams arrive for the World Cup 
one year from now. Algerian rejoicing 
at Saturday’s 2-0 extra-time win over 
Tunisia in the final - exactly a year 
before the 2022 World Cup decider, 
and with FIFA president Gianni 
Infantino in the stands - will have been 
accompanied by satisfaction from 
Qatari officials. 

But now comes the hard work as 
Qatar prepares for the unique task of 

hosting a World Cup in and around a 
single city, Doha. Six of the eight World 
Cup venues were employed as Qatar 
took the chance to test its stadiums and 
training sites, transport, accommoda-
tion, volunteers and other areas includ-
ing security. A fan ID system was 
dropped midway through the tourna-
ment following reports of long queues 
and complaints from fans, but crowd 
trouble appeared limited to some dam-
aged seats at the quarterfinal between 
Tunisia and Oman. 

Qatar will “take account of the les-
sons learned to organize the best World 
Cup”, said Jassim Al-Jassim, the organ-
izing committee’s vice-president of 
operations. The Lusail Stadium, which 
will host the World Cup final, was 
notably not used for the tournament. In 
October, its project manager told AFP 
that it still needed final checks and tests. 
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After Arab Cup, 
Qatar readies 
for World Cup

WASHINGTON: Newly obtained Pentagon docu-
ments show that the US air wars in the Middle East 
have been marked by “deeply flawed intelligence” 
and resulted in thousands of civilian deaths, includ-
ing many children, the New York Times reported 
Saturday. It said a trove of confidential documents 
covering more than 1,300 reports of civilian casual-
ties undercuts the government’s portrayal of a war 
fought with precision bombs. 

Pledges of transparency and accountability, it 
said, had regularly fallen short. “Not a single record 
provided includes a finding of wrongdoing or disci-
plinary action,” the paper reported in what it said 
was the first of a two-part series. While several of 
the cases mentioned by the Times have been previ-
ously reported, it said its investigation showed that 
the number of civilian deaths had been “drastically 
undercounted,” by at least several hundred. 
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Pentagon files 
reveal ‘deeply 
flawed’ air war

KHARTOUM: Tens of thousands of Sudanese pro-
testers rallied yesterday for a civilian-led transition to 
democracy, three years since the start of mass demon-
strations that led to the ouster of veteran strongman 
Omar Al-Bashir. Security forces fired tear gas canis-
ters - leaving several wounded, witnesses said - as 
activists at the presidential palace in Khartoum chant-
ed slogans against military chief General Abdel Fattah 
Al-Burhan, who led a coup on Oct 25. 

“The people want the downfall of Burhan,” the 
protesters shouted as additional security forces 
were deployed to surround the swelling crowd. 
Sudan’s generals in the post-Bashir transition gov-
ernment launched their coup almost two months 
ago and held civilian leader Prime Minister Abdalla 
Hamdok under effective house arrest for weeks but 
reinstated him on Nov 21. 

The move alienated many of Hamdok’s pro-
democracy supporters, who dismissed it as provid-

ing a cloak of legitimacy for Burhan’s coup. “Any 
coup, even after the reinstatement of Hamdok, is 
unacceptable,” a protester aged in his twenties told 
AFP as thousands waving Sudanese flags marched 
past him. “Our glorious December revolution is 
seeking civil institutions, not particular individuals.” 

Hamdok, who has argued he wants to avoid fur-
ther bloodshed, warned late Saturday  
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Sudan police 
fire tear gas 
as scores rally 

KHARTOUM: A wounded Sudanese protester falls 
on the pavement after security forces fired tear 
gas during a rally yesterday to mark three years 
since the start of mass demonstrations. — AFP  


