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ISLAMABAD: Kuwait believes that it is
imperative that Afghans get access to
much needed aid as Kabul copes with a
worsening humanitarian crisis, its foreign
minister said yesterday. Leading Kuwait’s
delegation to the Pakistan-hosted
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) talks on Afghanistan, Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Al-Nasser Al-Sabah said the
Islamic world is in the throes of a
myriad of challenges, chief among
them the “humanitarian crisis” unfold-
ing in Afghanistan.

On the talks, the Kuwaiti top diplo-
mat said it was tantamount to a “mes-
sage of support” to Afghanistan, as
some 23 million people stand on the
precipice of starvation, he highlighted,
in addition to more than a half million oth-
ers displaced by the crisis. He reiterated
his country’s stern rejection of “all forms
of violence and terrorism,” saying the
international community should never
allow Afghanistan to turn into a “hotbed
of extremism and terrorism,” adding that
the talks should be a step towards bring-

ing the aspirations of Afghans to fruition.
Kuwait has provided Afghanistan with

aid worth $92 million, he said, saying his
country will continue to “work diligently”
with global aid bodies in order to ensure
that Afghans ultimately get access to
much needed assistance. Islamic countries

are meeting in Pakistan for extraordinary
talks as part of efforts to prevent the situ-
ation in neighboring Afghanistan to
descend into further bedlam.

Bilateral relations
Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad met yes-

terday with his Jordanian counterpart

Ayman Safadi on the sidelines of the
extraordinary session of the OIC’s
Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM).
During the meeting, both sides discussed
bilateral relations between Kuwait and
Jordan, and ways of enhancing them, in
addition to the latest international and

regional developments.
On Saturday, Kuwait’s Foreign

Affairs held a session of bilateral talks
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Pakistan Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Qureshi in Islamabad. The meeting
dealt with the solid bilateral ties
between both countries, as well as
ways to enhance and develop the
strategic partnership between them in
various fields. Topics on the agenda of

the OIC extraordinary session were also
discussed by the two ministers.

Furthermore, Sheikh Dr Ahmad met on
Saturday with the Secretary General of
the OIC Hussein Taha. During the meeting,
the two sides discussed means of boosting
cooperation and coordination between
Kuwait and the OIC, within the framework

of the joint Islamic action. They also cov-
ered the topics listed on the agenda of the
OIC Foreign Ministers’ Council session on
situation in Afghanistan. The Kuwaiti min-

ister also renewed congratulation to Taha
on being OIC chief, wishing him every
success in his mission to serve the OIC
member states. —KUNA
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ISLAMABAD: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser Al-Sabah attends
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s talks on Afghanistan. — KUNA photos

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser Al-Sabah
meets his Jordanian counterpart Ayman Safadi.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser Al-Sabah
meets Minister of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan Makhdoom Shah
Mahmood Qureshi.

COVID emergency committee
discusses latest on Omicron
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s COVID-19 emergency committee met at Bayan Palace
yesterday to look into the latest local, regional and international epidemiologi-
cal developments related to the spread of the Omicron variant. The committee
weighed the latest reports from state departments concerned with the health
situation in the country and were briefed by Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel
Al-Sabah on the situation in the country. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, who doubles as head of the
committee, chaired the meeting.

Kuwait’s Health Ministry had on Saturday reported 51 new COVID-19 cases
registered in the past 24 hours, down from 81 cases reported the previous day.
No COVID-related deaths were reported for the 10th straight day. Meanwhile,
the number of patients in ICUs stood at four, while 11 patients were at COVID-
19 wards as of Saturday, Health Ministry’s Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad
said, adding that the total number of active cases was 498. — KUNA

Japanese Embassy
holds speech contest 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The Japanese Society in Kuwait, Center for
Community Service and Continuing Education and
Kuwait University recently hosted the 14th Japanese
speech contest at the National Library. Japanese
Ambassador to Kuwait Takaoka Masato welcomed the
guests, including Kuwait University’s Assistant Vice
President Prof Mohammad Al-Dhafiri. Eleven partici-
pants tackled subjects related to Kuwait or Japan. The
Japanese envoy conveyed his admiration of Kuwaiti stu-
dents over their desire to learn Japanese, considered

among the hardest languages to learn. “I am happy to be
part of this event, as I wrap up my stay in this beautiful
country, Kuwait. I will definitely leave very satisfied as
my country’s ambassador to the State of Kuwait,”
Masato said. 

“I admire the people studying Japanese. We are hap-
py that some Kuwaitis are into it. It’s really an effort to
study Japanese, especially if you are a native Arabic
speaker. I wish them success. This speech contest has
been ongoing for the last 14 years, but last year we were
not able to hold the contest because of the pandemic,”
the ambassador added. He thanked Kuwait University,
the Center for Community Service and Continuing
Education and the National Library of Kuwait for host-
ing this year’s contest. Participants included Arua Al-
Adhi, Fahad Awad, Fatima Ashkanani, Ibrahim Al-Adwani,
Noor Al-Khalyat, Reem Al-Oraibi, Sarah Hesa, Sheikha
Al-Hashas, Shayma Al-Hashas and Shaima Al-Faisal. 

KUWAIT: A group picture of the participants in the contest.

Ooredoo Kuwait
marks International
Migrants Day
KUWAIT: In continuation of its successful humanitari-
an journey, and in line with its commitment to raising
public awareness and contribution in vari-
ous issues that affect the community as a
whole, as well as promoting sustainable
development, Ooredoo Telecom, the first to
launch innovated digital services in Kuwait,
highlights its continuous collaboration with
the International Organization for Migration
(IOM), the UN migration agency in Kuwait.

The collaboration on an awareness
video came in celebration of the
International Migrants Day on December
18, 2021, a day dedicated by the United
Nations (UN), and is celebrated each year
on the 18th of December to highlight the
positive contributions that migrants bring
to our societies, as well as the challenges
that they may face along the way. Hence,
Ooredoo Kuwait constantly creates aware-
ness campaigns that promote sustainable
development and achieves safer environ-
ments for all society members. 

Further, Ooredoo Kuwait encourages its
customers to be part of this campaign and
take serious steps through offering them
the opportunity to donate their points - which are col-
lected by purchasing Ooredoo products and services
in the Nojoom program- to charitable organizations
and the International Organization for Migration.

Doing so will allow IOM to organize a number of
activities that benefit migrants, which include psy-
chosocial support sessions, the distribution of essential
non-food items and personal protective equipment kits
to vulnerable migrants, as well as several awareness
raising campaigns.

Mijbil Alayoub, Senior Director, Corporate
Communications, Ooredoo Kuwait, said: “Ooredoo has
always been a pioneer in humanitarian philanthropy
that aims to achieve sustainable and social develop-

ment, and the development of intellectual
enlightenment through efforts and campaigns
that promote and strengthen the relationship
between members of society. Therefore, we
seek to build strong networking relationships
with entities and organizations with common
visions, and our partnership with the
International Organization for Migration is a
living proof of our common goals, responsi-
bility and commitment.”

From his side, Mazen AboulHosn, IOM
Kuwait’s Chief of Mission said: “IOM cele-
brates its 70th anniversary this month. Since
its establishment, the IOM has been working
closely with governments and partners to
tackle migration-related issues at a global,
regional, and local level. IOM is always
delighted to establish partnerships with the
private sector on areas of mutual interest and
shared values to reach the goals of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.  Our
collaboration with Ooredoo Kuwait on a
video to mark the International Migrants Day,
sheds light on the linkage between migration

and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and the
importance of migrants in achieving these goals, as well
as promoting inclusion and diversity. We look forward
to our continuous cooperation with Ooredoo on several
joint initiatives.”
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