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LONDON: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson
was left reeling yesterday after his Brexit minister
resigned, ending a difficult week during which his
Conservative party suffered a humiliating defeat
in a local by-election and his own MPs rebelled
over new coronavirus curbs.

David Frost, a trusted ally of the prime minister
and former Brexit negotiator, sent his resignation
letter late Saturday following reports that he was
to leave his cabinet post in January. “It is disap-
pointing that this plan has become public this
evening and in the circumstances I think it is right
for me to write to step down with immediate
effect,” he said in the letter, published by
Johnson’s Downing Street office.

Frost told Johnson he had “concerns about the
current direction of travel” regarding coronavirus
regulations and tax rises. Johnson responded that he
was “very sorry” to receive
the resignation, “given
everything you have
achieved and contributed
to this government”.

The Mail  on Sunday
had that Frost handed in
his resignation a week
ago, but had been per-
suaded to stay on until
the New Year. Johnson is
already reel ing from a
rebell ion by 100 of his
MPs in a parliamentary vote over coronavirus
measures and the stunning loss of a 23,000-
majority seat in a by-election. That was partly
blamed on a slew of reports that his staff and
aides had held parties last Christmas despite virus
restrictions in place at the time.

‘Running out of time’ 
The by-election loss for Johnson’s

Conservatives intensified speculation of a leader-
ship challenge. Frost recently came second in a
poll  of most popular ministers held by
ConservativeHome, an influential blog read by the
grassroots Tories who could end up deciding

Johnson’s replacement.
Health Secretary Sajid Javid told Sky News

yesterday that Frost was “an outstanding public
servant”, adding that “I do understand his reasons,
he’s a principled man, you know, principled people
do resign from the government.” The deputy
leader of the main opposition Labour party
Angela Rayner said the resignation demonstrated
“a government in total chaos. “@BorisJohnson
isn’t up to the job. We deserve better than this
buffoonery,” she tweeted.

Conservative MP Andrew Bridgen warned
Johnson was “running out of time and out of
friends to deliver on the promises and discipline of
a true Conservative government. “Lord Frost has
made it clear, 100 Conservative backbenchers
have made it clear, but most importantly so did the
people of North Shropshire,” he wrote on Twitter.

And Arlene Foster,
who stepped down as
Northern Ireland’s first
minister because of post-
Brexit trading arrange-
ments in the UK territory,
said it had huge implica-
tions. “The resignation of
Lord Frost from the
Cabinet is a big moment
for the Government but
enormous for those of us
who believed he would

deliver for NI,” she wrote on Twitter.

‘Turning point’ 
Frost told Johnson in his resignation letter: “I

hope we will move as fast as possible to where we
need to get to: a lightly regulated, low-tax, entre-
preneurial economy. “We also need to learn to live
with COVID and I know that is your instinct too,”
he said, in apparent reference to the new meas-
ures introduced by the government last week. “I
hope we can get back on track soon and not be
tempted by the kind of coercive measures we
have seen elsewhere,” he added.

The series of crises engulfing Johnson have

seen him garner increasingly negative coverage in
Britain’s right-wing press that is usually favorable
to his leadership and his party. The Daily
Telegraph, the newspaper where Johnson used to
work as a correspondent and columnist, called
Frost’s resignation “courageous” and a “turning
point in the history of this administration” in an
editorial reacting to his departure.

Frost had been locked in talks for weeks over
the so-called Northern Ireland Protocol, which
governs trade between the British mainland of
England, Scotland and Wales, as well as Northern
Ireland, and with the European Union. He was

especially focused on revamping the agreement’s
governance, objecting that the EU’s highest court
in Luxembourg has power over its implementa-
tion. He seemed to be at odds with Johnson’s
administration over the issue earlier in the week,
when a government spokesman appeared to sug-
gest there could be some softening on its position
on the EU’s role as arbiter.

Frost, 56, was appointed as Johnson’s so-
called EU “sherpa” shortly after the British
leader took office in July 2019, and became chief
trade negotiator after helping to finalize last
year’s divorce deal. —AFP

David Frost’s resignation comes ahead of scheduled January exit

Johnson left reeling after Brexit minister quits

LONDON, UK: In this file photo taken on December 30, 2020 UK chief trade negotiator, David Frost (left) looks on as
Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson signs the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the UK and the EU, the
Brexit trade deal, at 10 Downing Street in central London. —AFP
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RUKLA, Lithuania: German
Defence Minister Christine
Lambrecht yesterday said
Russia cannot “dictate” to
NATO on regional security,
as tensions soar between
Moscow and Western capi-
tals over the conflict in
Ukraine.

Speaking during a visit
to Lithuania, which along
with its Baltic neighbours
Estonia and Latvia is wor-
ried about security after
Russia deployed tens of
thousands of troops near its
border with fellow ex-
Soviet Ukraine.

“We have to resolve the
tense situation we are in
now both diplomatically and
with credible deterrence,”
Lambrecht told reporters.
“We have to talk with each
other, which means dis-
cussing the proposals that
Russia has put forward. That
is right and important,” she
added at Lithuania’s Rukla
military base. “But it cannot
be that Russia dictates to
NATO partners how they
position themselves.”

The trip is Lambrecht’s
first since being named
defence minister, after new
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s Social Democrats
formed a coalition govern-
ment with the Greens and
the liberal FDP earlier this
month. Lambrecht met with
her Lithuanian counterpart
Arvydas Anusauskas, who
said that “Russia has
mobilised forces in the
Kaliningrad region that are
ten times larger than the
battalion deployed in Rukla.”
“In this situation, Russia’s
demands that weaken the
security of our countries are
simply impossible to imple-
ment. I think they need to be
rejected,” he told reporters.
Around 550 German troops
are stationed at Lithuania’s
Rukla military base as
Germany leads the multina-
tional battalion in the coun-
try. Similar military units
were sent to other Baltic
states and Poland in 2017 to
deter Russia after Moscow
annexed Crimea and helped
separatists take over parts of
eastern Ukraine three years
earlier.

German defence minister says 
Russia cannot ‘dictate’ to NATO

After amassing some
100,000 troops near Ukraine,
Russia on Friday unveiled
proposals to contain the role
of the United States and
NATO in the former Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe,
calling for urgent negotiations
with Washington. The pro-
posals called for the US-led

NATO alliance not to admit
new members or establish
bases in ex-Soviet countries.
The West has threatened
Russia with harsh sanctions
should its soldiers enter
Ukraine. Ahead of her visit,
Lambrecht called for harsher
sanctions against Russia over
its troop deployment. Those

responsible for any aggres-
sion had to face “personal
consequences”, she told
German weekly Bild am
Sonntag, adding that
Germany and its allies
should put Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and his entourage “in our
sights”. —AFP


