
BERLIN: Five years after a truck ploughed into a
Christmas market in Berlin, Germany will hold a cere-
mony to honour the victims of the deadliest Islamist
attack perpetrated on its soil. Carried out by 24-year-
old Tunisian Anis Amri and claimed by the so-called
Islamic State (IS) group, the attack on December 19,
2016 killed 12 people and left dozens injured. A 13th
victim died this year having suffered serious injuries in
the assault.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz
said the events were
“etched in our collective
memory” and shared his
condolences with the fami-
lies of the victims in a state-
ment ahead of the memori-
al. The anniversary will be
marked with a ceremony
beginning at 18:45 local
time (1745 GMT) with a
speech by President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier.

The tributes will take place at the Kaiser Wilhelm
Memorial Church, whose bell tower, partially
destroyed in World War II, overlooks the
Breitscheidplatz square where the attack took place.
The church’s bells will ring at 20:02, the exact time
when the truck drove at full speed into the Christmas
market. The friends and family of the victims, who are
expected to attend the ceremony, this week addressed
an open letter to Scholz.

They urged the government to authorise further

investigations into the individuals responsible for
ordering and abetting the attack, an element they say
has been under-explored. On the run for four days
after the attack, Amri was eventually located and shot
down by police in Italy. “The Breitscheidplatz attack
still raises a number of questions that have not been
sufficiently answered in my opinion,” Vice Chancellor
Robert Habeck said on Friday.

Different inquiries high-
lighted errors in the surveil-
lance of Amri, who arrived
in Germany in 2015 and was
quickly identified as a
potentially dangerous
Islamist and a drug traffick-
er. The German authorities
remain on alert over the
threat of further attacks.
Since 2000, law enforce-
ment has foiled 23 such
attacks, the interior ministry

said in September. There are currently 554 individuals
in Germany considered to be dangerous Islamists,
according to police.

IS also claimed responsibility in 2016 for a knife
attack in Hamburg, a bombing in Ansbach that
injured 15 people and an axe attack in Bavaria where
five were hurt. None of the assailants came to
Europe carrying orders from IS, according to
authorities. All of them seem to have organised their
actions alone, sometimes under the influence of
mental disorders.  —AFP
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BERLIN: File photo shows the truck that ploughed through the Christmas market in Berlin.

Hope vies 
with fear in  
Chile election 
SANTIAGO: Chile chooses yesterday
between far-right and leftist candidates
for a president to lead the country
through a period of constitutional
change amid a clamor for social reform.
The country of 19 million people is on
edge, fearing renewed mass protests in
response to the outcome of the neck-
and-neck race between ultra-conserv-
ative lawyer Jose Antonio Kast, 55, and
former student activist Gabriel Boric, a
millennial 20 years his junior.

For a country that has voted cen-
trist since the democratic ousting of
brutal dictator Augusto Pinochet 31
years ago, there is a stark choice
between two political outsiders — one
promising a “social welfare” state, the
other a continuation of Chile’s neolib-
eral economic model.

Many fear the socially and fiscally
conservative policies of law-and-order
candidate Kast — an apologist for
Pinochet, anti gay-marriage and abor-
tion, and a proponent of cutting taxes
and social spending. Others are put off
by Boric’s political alliance with the
Communist Party, which many in Chile
equate with the failure of Venezuela,
from where it hosts many migrants
widely blamed for a rise in crime.

Socially-liberal Boric, who has tak-
en up the mantle of Chile’s 2019 anti-
inequality uprising, has vowed to
increase social spending in a country
with one of the world’s largest gaps
between rich and poor.

‘Very nervous’ 
“I am very nervous, with stomach

pain,” Boric voter Carol Bravo, a 34-
year-old barista, told AFP ahead of the
vote, perplexed by Kast’s success but
nevertheless hopeful that her candidate
will prevail.

“I’ve talked it over with my friends
and we’ve decided that if the other can-
didate (Kast) wins, we will take to the
streets. We are afraid... but it is that or
accept our destiny, a destiny of disaster
and fascism.” Kast voter Fanny Sierra, a
30-year-old who works in human
resources, said she would vote against
“communism.” “I think that communism
is very bad for a country,” she told AFP.

Kast edged out six other candidates
in the first presidential election round
in November to end up in the top spot
with 27.9 percent of the vote.

Boric came second with 25.8 per-
cent. Both candidates have softened
their policy proposals in a bid to
appeal to Chileans who were left with-
out an obvious candidate when they
split the centrist vote in the first round,
leaving only the two antipodes.

“I am going to vote, but I don’t
know who for,” said Amazon employee
Javiera Otto, 24, who was planning to
do some last-minute research to deter-
mine who is “the lesser evil.”

Will hope or fear tip the scales?
“Fear, to be honest. There is no real
hope because I don’t like either” can-
didate. “I don’t want that we become a
second Venezuela... but neither do I
want a far-right government.”

There will be ‘noise’ 
Chile has a high abstention rate,

with about 50 percent of its 15 million
eligible voters regularly giving the bal-
lot box a wide berth. The country is

going through profound change after
voting overwhelmingly last year in
favor of drawing up a new constitution
to replace the one enacted in the
Pinochet years.

This was in response to an anti-
inequality social uprising in 2019 that
left dozens dead. The drafting process,
in the hands of a largely left-leaning
body elected in May, must yield a con-
stitution for approval next year, on the
new president’s watch.

The campaign has been polarized,
with much antagonistic messaging
and fake news offensives. “It is a
competition focused on discrediting
the competitor,” University of
Santiago analyst Marcelo Mella told
AFP, to the detriment of any real pol-
icy discussion.

Closing his campaign on Thursday,

father-of-nine Kast vowed that “Chile
is not, and will never be, a Marxist or
communist country.”

Boric, for his part, said his rival “will
only bring instability, more hate and
violence.” Analyst Patricio Nava of
New York University told AFP there is
likely to be unrest, or at least unease,
ahead.

“There is going to be some noise,
be it in the stock markets (if Boric
wins) or in the streets (in the case of
Kast).” Whoever ends up victorious,
governing will not be easy with a
Congress split just about 50-50,
requiring negotiation on every policy
proposal, and compromise.

Polls opened at 8:00 am (1100
GMT) and will close at 6:00 pm.
R e s u l t s  a r e  ex p e c t e d  w i t h i n
hours. —AFP

SANTIAGO: A man arrives to a polling station in Santiago, during the runoff
presidential election in Chile, yesterday. —AFP

Uganda and DRC 
claim 35 rebels 
held in fighting 
BENI, DR Congo:  The Democratic Republic of Congo army
and its Ugandan allies said yesterday they had destroyed rebel
“strongholds” in the country’s restive east this week, in a cam-
paign launched last month against ADF rebels. Troops from the
two countries bombarded “new enemy camps identified in the
Beni district of North Kivu province and in Ituri province” to
the north, the DR Congo armed forces said in a statement post-
ed to Twitter.

Since the joint operation was launched on November 30,
soldiers had initially improved the region’s roads to make
troop movements easier. The army said it had attacked posi-
tions of the Allied Democratic Forces-accused of massacres
in eastern DR Congo and bomb blasts in Uganda-in the
Virunga national park.

Meanwhile in Ituri, the armed forces said they had “captured

35 ADF terrorists” from several villages in the Irumu district
between December 13 and 15. Uganda’s army had said Saturday
that the allies would “step up the operations in different sectors
now that the terrorists are no longer encamped, having been
dislodged from their former strongholds”.

So far, the armies have not made public a toll of dead or
wounded in the anti-ADF push. They said on December 11 that
they had arrested 35 rebels, destroyed four camps and freed 31
Congolese hostages. Yesterday, they also asked local people to
provide the troops with information on the ADF. Congolese army
spokesman in the Beni region, Antony Mualushayi, said soldiers
had arrested a civil society figure in the town of Mbau, not far
from the fighting, for “passing intelligence to the terrorists”.

Several attacks that killed at least eight this week in villages
in Ituri have been blamed on ADF fighters “fleeing the joint mil-
itary operation”, one military official said. The ADF was histori-
cally a Ugandan rebel coalition whose biggest group comprised
Muslims opposed to Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni.

But it established itself in eastern DRC in 1995, becoming
the deadliest of scores of outlawed forces in the troubled
region. It has been blamed for the killings of thousands of
civilians over the past decade in the DRC, as well as for
bombings in Uganda.  —AFP

GOMA, North Kivu, DR Congo: Major General Camille Bombele (L), coordinator
of the Joint Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARD) -
Ugandan People’s Defence Froces (UPDF) Military Operations, and Major
General Kayanja Muhanga (R), commander of the UPDF soldiers talk near the
Military Camp of Semulki on the Mbau-Kamango road section. —AFP
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News in brief

Azerbaijan frees PoWs

BAKU: Azerbaijan said yesterday it had freed 10
more Armenian soldiers captured last month dur-
ing fighting between the Caucasus arch foes.
“Azerbaijan, with mediation of the European
Union, handed over 10 soldiers of Armenian ori-
gin” who had been captured on November 16,
the Azeri committee in charge of prisoners of war
said in a statement. Baku said that the move was
a result of a meeting between Azeri President
Ilham Aliyev, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and European Council chief Charles
Michel in Brussels on September 14. —AFP

Man beaten to death 

NEW DELHI: A man was beaten to death in
India for allegedly trying to commit an act of
sacrilege at the Golden Temple, the holiest
shrine of the Sikh faith. Local media reported
that the unidentified man jumped over a railing
into the temple’s inner sanctum during Saturday
evening prayers in the northern city of Amritsar.
Broadcaster NDTV said the man tried to grab a
sword kept in front of the Guru Granth Sahib,
the Sikh holy book, when he was stopped by
worshippers and later beaten to death. Punjab
state chief minister Charanjit Singh Channi con-
demned the man’s “most unfortunate and
heinous act” in a series of tweets from his office
late Saturday. —AFP

13 killed in land dispute

GUATEMALA CITY: At least 13 people were
killed in western Guatemala, including women,
children and a policeman, in a long-running land
dispute between Indigenous villages, police said
Saturday. Police said the confrontation began on
Friday and lasted until Saturday in an area locat-
ed about 160 kilometers (100 miles) west of the
Guatemalan capital by road. Twelve people
“have recently been found dead in the village of
Chiquix, located on the side of Nahuala, which is
a territorial boundary in the conflict with (the
neighboring village) of Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacan,” the National Civil Police (PNC)
said in a statement. It also reported the death of
an officer, and added that “among the dead are
children, men and women.” A “semi-burned”
truck was found at the site, as well as a patrol
car with bullet holes that is believed to have
been attacked, police added. —AFP
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Italy police catch 
serial fugitive on 
‘most wanted’ list 
ROME: Italian police Saturday caught serial jail-
breaker Graziano Mesina, who was on the country’s
top eight most dangerous fugitives list, the interior
ministry said. The 79-year old, who is famous in
Italy for multiple escapes from prison, has to serve a
24-year sentence for international drug trafficking,

according to Italian media reports. Police captured
him in a house in the hillside town of Desulo in
Sardinia, not far from Orgosolo in the centre of the
Italian island, where he grew up, the last of 11 chil-
dren, born to a Sardinian shepherd.

Mesina had skipped bail last year. He has served
over 40 years in jail for attempted murder and a
kidnapping spree, and is known in Italy for his
escapes-jumping from a moving train during a
transfer on one occasion and disguising himself as a
priest on another, media reports said. In 1970, he
reportedly watched his football team Cagliari play,
while dressed as a woman.

Mesina would later “reform”, according to the

Repubblica daily, and play a key role in the release
of a kidnapped child, Farouk Kassam. That
prompted Italy’s then-president to grant him a
pardon. He worked for a while as a tour guide. But
in 2013 he was arrested again on charges of set-
ting up an international drug trafficking network
and his pardon was later revoked. Mesina’s
lawyers told ANSA news agency he had spent “a
difficult year” on the run, during which both his
sisters had died of coronavirus.

Asked why he escaped last year, he told his
lawyers: “I have already spent too long in jail, over
45 years, and the idea of going back in to die
scares me”. —AFP


