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ADELAIDE: Joe Root fell in the final over of the
fourth day yesterday to leave England in deep trou-
ble at 82 for four chasing a massive 468 to win the
second Ashes Test and needing a history-making
miracle to avoid slumping 2-0 down in the series.
No team has ever posted such a big score in a
fourth innings to win in the history of Test cricket -
with the West Indies’ 418 for seven in beating Steve
Waugh’s Australia at St John’s in 2003 the highest.

It is an even harder task at the Adelaide Oval,
where Australia’s 315 for six to defeat England in
1902 remains the best fourth-innings run chase.
England’s problems stem
from losing seven wickets
for 86 runs as they col-
lapsed to 236 all out on
Saturday in reply to
Australia’s 473 for nine
declared. They reached
the close with ailing skip-
per Root out in the last
over of the day, leaving
Ben Stokes unbeaten on
three.

England are still 386
runs adrift, facing the near impossible task of bat-
ting three sessions on the final day to salvage a
draw with only six wickets left and the world’s num-
ber one ranked Test batsman, Root, back in the
pavilion. “Any time one of your best players is out
the team takes a knock but what you have to under-
stand and believe is that the rest of the guys are
going to fight as hard as he would,” England bowl-
ing coach Jon Lewis said of Root.

“They will try to survive the day tomorrow to get
ourselves out of this game with a draw. It’s a big
ask, I know.” The hosts resumed their second
innings at 45 for one and declared on 230 for nine
before tea, giving their bowlers a crack at England
with the pink ball as twilight loomed. They immedi-

ately made inroads with Jhye Richardson steaming
in to Haseeb Hameed and the ball flying off his glove
to wicketkeeper Alex Carey without scoring.

Malan trapped
Then Dawid Malan, who hit 80 in the first

innings, was trapped lbw by Michael Neser for 20.
Opener Rory Burns was desperate for a big score
after a lean spell and managed 34, but was then
beaten by Richardson’s sheer pace, edging to Smith
at slip. Root hurt his abdomen during a warm-up
and missed the opening 85 minutes while he went

for a scan. He appeared
mostly untroubled while
batting but late in the day
took a nasty blow in the
same, sensitive, area from
Mitchell Starc to leave him
writhing in agony. Root
gingerly got up, but in a
huge blow was out for 24
in the final over, caught by
Carey off Starc.

With England crashing
by nine wickets in the first

Test at Brisbane, their hopes are all but over of
going into the Boxing Day Test at Melbourne in a
week’s time only 1-0 down. A 2-0 deficit in the five-
match series will mean the Ashes are as good as
gone. The only instance of a team coming from 2-0
down to win the urn was by Australia in the 1936-37
series. “Fantastic to get out of the night session with
four wickets down and a big day tomorrow,” said
Australia vice-captain Travis Head. “They’ve still
got some quality players ... I think Nathan Lyon will
play a massive part, the ball is turning.”

Hero and villain Buttler
Earlier, Marnus Labuschagne and Travis Head

both made 51 for Australia, steadying the innings

after England took three wickets for seven runs to
start the day. Marcus Harris resumed not out 21 with
nightwatchman Neser on two after they lost David
Warner to an amateurish run-out the previous
evening. Neser only survived seven balls before
Jimmy Anderson rattled his middle stump, and
Harris departed to a blinding catch from wicket-
keeper Jos Buttler.

Buttler’s celebrations were short-lived when he
incredibly missed a regulation catch off Smith the

very next ball, in a blunder reminiscent of the two
sitters he put down from Labuschagne in the first
innings. But he made amends by taking another fine
diving catch to remove Smith for six off Ollie
Robinson. Head raced to an eighth Test half-century
from 49 balls, but then pulled Robinson to Ben
Stokes in the deep. Labuschagne took 96 balls to
reach his 50 but also holed out to Stokes, becoming
part-time spinner Malan’s first Test wicket, before
late cameos ahead of the declaration. —AFP
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KUWAIT: Salwa Sports Club Futsal team cruise to
the top four of the URC Women’s League after
defeating Al-Fatat Club 4-3 during the 10th round
- taking the fourth place with 9 points. Fatat

remained in third with 19 points. The same round
saw Al-Arabi beat Fatayat Al-Oyoun 11-1 to take
second place with 22 points while Fatayat Al-
Oyoun remained with 6 points in the fifth place. 

Kuwait, the current champions, defeated
Salmiya 10-5. They remained at the top with 27

points as Salmiya stay last with 6 points. The semi-
final of URC Futsal League will be in the play-off
format with the best two (out of three matches).
The first round will be held January 8th, 2022
when Kuwait will meet Salwa followed by Arabi
against Fatat.

Shooting Sport 
Club to organize 
tournament 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sport Club will
organize the annual Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Shooting Tournament
on 23-25 December
2021. Shooters from
the Club and the
National Guard will
compete in the Air
Pistol and Rifle
besides Olympic
archery for both men
and women. The
organizing committee
has prepared the
ranges at Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex and registration
for participation will continue until tomorrow
evening when the draw to form the groups
will be made. President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Engineer Duaij Al-
Otaibi said the tournament is yet another
opportunity for shooters to prepare very well
ahead of the Gulf Games.
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ADELAIDE: England batsman Joe Root rolls in pain after he was struck by a delivery from Australia’s Mitchell
Starc on the fourth day of the second Ashes cricket Test match in Adelaide yesterday. —AFP

Salwa Sports Club Futsal team cruise to top four

Engineer Duaij Khalaf
Al-Otaibi

PARIS: FIFA will hold an online summit on
December 20 to discuss the feasibility of a bienni-
al World Cup, rather than staging the competition
every four years. The proposal has drawn wide-
spread opposition from leagues, players and sup-
porters groups, but has notably received the
backing of the Confederation of African Football
(CAF), which accounts for 54 of FIFA’s 211 mem-
ber associations. AFP Sport examines the rationale
behind FIFA’s plans:

Reasons for FIFA’s proposal
FIFA’s central argument is that a biennial World

Cup would create more profits that could be dis-
tributed to federations in Africa, Asia and South
America, who have a greater reliance on FIFA funds
than the wealthy European leagues. President
Gianni Infantino also wants to “make football truly
global” and open up the tournament to smaller
countries, which will partially be addressed by the
expansion to 48 teams from 2026.

“When we scratch beneath the surface, we see
that top football is very much confined to a small
group of countries,” Infantino said this week in
Doha. “It is our job to narrow this gap.” No team
outside Europe or South America has ever reached
the World Cup final. Next year’s tournament will be
the first held in the Middle East, with 16 of 21 pre-
vious editions organized by UEFA or CONMEBOL
members. Infantino not only wants more World
Cups, but more joint hosts too. “Right now, the
World Cup doesn’t come back to a continent for 24

years and that’s more than a generation.”

Who has spoken up in support?
CAF last month gave its support to FIFA’s pro-

posal, while both CONCACAF-which covers
North and Central America and the Caribbean-
and the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) have
said they are open to the idea. It is likely to appeal
to the Oceania region as well. Only five African
nations will go to Qatar, prompting Ivory Coast
coach Patrice Beaumelle to recently accuse FIFA
of “killing African football” after his side were
eliminated from qualifying. CONCACAF said in
September it would consider proposals to over-
haul the international calendars for men’s, women’s
and youth football if it were to create a more bal-
anced structure for the sport globally.

FIFA has also enlisted a host of former players
and coaches, so-called “legends” who are paid as
ambassadors, to promote the project, including
former Manchester United and Denmark goal-
keeper Peter Schmeichel. After a gathering in
Doha, Schmeichel said “we all were in agreement”.
Brazilian World Cup winner Ronaldo insisted that
if you asked the world’s two best current players,
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo, “I’m sure
they will all say yes.”

How will it affect others?
Arsene Wenger, FIFA’s head of global develop-

ment, has suggested having a major international
tournament every year, alternating between World

Cups and continental events like the European
Championship and the Copa America. Space
would be created, he claims, by staging all qualify-
ing matches in October, or October and March,
rather than spacing them out across the year.

The prospect of more men’s international com-
petitions risks diverting attention away from the
women’s game, but two-time Women’s World
Cup-winning coach Jill Ellis says the potential to
spur growth cannot be ignored. “World champi-
onships are just massive focus points in terms of
elevating our game, not just in terms of the eco-
nomic driver of sponsors coming to the table, but I
think participation probably increases too after
these events,” said Ellis, who led the United States
to World Cup titles in 2015 and 2019. “There are a
lot of reasons for us to dig into it.”

What about concerns?
Wenger refutes the argument that the players

would face increased strain, contending that they
would have to make fewer long journeys and
would have a minimum of 25 days rest after play-
ing in summer tournaments for their countries. No
timeline has been given for the implementation of
FIFA’s proposal, but there is a broad consensus
the international match calendar-for which there is
an agreement in place until 2024 — needs reform-
ing. Manchester City and Belgium star Kevin De
Bruyne has claimed a biennial competition is “not
a bad idea”, so long as players are granted more
time to rest at the end of the season. —AFP

Why is FIFA proposing a biennial World Cup? Upsets, further crowd 
trouble in French Cup
PARIS: The French Cup produced several upsets as well as
more crowd trouble as the round of 64 continued on
Saturday. The day after the match between Paris FC and
Lyon was halted at half-time following incidents in the
stands, the tie between the amateurs of JSCBA Nimes and
Ligue 1 Clermont was briefly interrupted.

The game was halted because of crowd problems in the
76th minute, but after a six-minute delay during which the
riot police were deployed, Clermont completed a 4-0 vic-
tory. At Troyes, the bad behavior came from the visiting
players. Nancy, bottom of the second division, collected
three red cards but still hung on to beat Ligue 1 Troyes on
penalties. Maxime Nonnenmacher, a 19-year-old midfield-
er, collected his second yellow card in the 32nd minute
when he was late in a tackle on Brandon Domingues.

Nancy conceded just before half-time after Edmond
Akichi brought down Suk Hyun-Jun at a corner. Domingues
sent the goalkeeper the wrong way from the spot. But the
10 men hit back when Andrew Jung deflected home a free-
kick in the 75th minute. A minute later Nancy’s Saliou Ciss
was shown a straight red card. Souleymane Karamoko then
collected a second yellow card deep into added time, leav-
ing Nancy to play a few seconds three men down before
the game ended 1-1. They won the shootout 4-2 to advance.
The amateurs of AS Cannes upset visiting Ligue 2 Dijon,
also on penalties after a 1-1 draw. The visitors took the lead
just after half-time but Cannes leveled in the 73rd minute.
Nantes, 10th in Ligue 1, were pushed to penalties by
Sochaux of Ligue 2 but kept their nerve to advance. Angel
Gomes and Jonathan David both scored as Lille beat sec-
ond-tier Auxerre 3-1, while 2019 winners Rennes overcame
Lorient 1-0. Paris Saint-Germain, who have lifted the cup
six of the past seven years, take on fifth-tier Feignies
Aulnoye yesterday. —AFP


