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Man City top Christmas charts
COVID-hit Chelsea held by Wolves 

LONDON: COVID-hit Chelsea were held 
to a goalless draw by Wolves yesterday 
after the Premier League rejected their 
request to postpone the game as 
Manchester City put struggling Newcastle 
to the sword. Just four games were left on 
the schedule this weekend out of the origi-
nal 10 as Britain’s worsening coronavirus 
crisis took its toll on the Premier League. 

Clubs will meet today to discuss what 
action to take, with growing questions 
over the integrity of the competition as 
the busy festive period looms. Stumbling 
Chelsea, who have struggled with illness 
and injuries in recent weeks, were only 
able to name four outfield players on the 
bench for their match at Molineux. The 
visitors, who have now won just two of 
their past six league games, enjoyed the 
bulk of possession but mustered just one 
shot on target and are now six points 
behind leaders City. 

Thomas Tuchel was without Romelu 
Lukaku, Timo Werner and Callum Hudson-
Odoi, who have all tested positive for 
COVID-19. Jorginho, Kai Havertz and 
Ruben Loftus-Cheek were also not in the 
squad. Chelsea earlier confirmed that their 

request to have the game called off been 
turned down. The European champions’ 
request is understood to have been reject-
ed because the Blues were deemed to have 
had enough players to fulfill the fixture 
according to Premier League regulations. 

“We did ask to postpone the game,” 
Tuchel confirmed before kick-off. “We 
thought we had a strong case regarding 
the security and the health of the players. 
“We have seven positive cases and every 
single day we’ve had another positive case 
coming in. We travelled together for three 
hours on the bus, we are in meetings 
together, we have lunch and dinners 
together. The situation does not feel like it 
will stop.” 

Newcastle calamity  
Defending champions City crushed 

Newcastle 4-0 to confirm their position at 
the top of the table at Christmas. Eddie 
Howe’s side shot themselves in the foot in 
just the fifth minute, when calamitous 
defending handed City the lead after goal-
keeper Martin Dubravka had carelessly 
conceded a corner. 

The defense only half-cleared and Joao 
Cancelo hooked the ball back into the six-

yard box. Newcastle appeared to be in lit-
tle danger but Ciaran Clark inexplicably 
chose not to make a simple headed clear-
ance and Ruben Dias headed the loose ball 
into the net. The home side rallied and 
Joelinton went close to equalizing with a 
stinging shot from distance that flew just 
wide of Ederson’s right-hand post. 

But City silenced the passionate crowd 
at St James’s Park shortly before the half-
hour, when Cancelo jinked his way past 
Joe Willock and Isaac Hayden before 
smashing a right-footed shot past the 
helpless Dubravka from the edge of the 
area. City maintained their firm grip on 
the match in the second half, with Riyad 
Mahrez and Raheem Sterling doubling 
their lead. Pep Guardiola’s City have now 
won eight league games in a row to move 
four points clear of second-placed 
Liverpool, who are in action at Tottenham 
later on. 

But relegation-threatened Newcastle 
remain three points from safety having now 
played two games more than Watford, who 
are just outside the drop zone. The 
Magpies’ wealthy new Saudi-backed own-
ers have indicated they will invest signifi-

cantly in the squad but before the January 
transfer window opens they have fixtures 
against Manchester United and Everton. 
Liverpool’s preparations for their Premier 

League visit to Spurs were hit after Thiago 
Alcantara became the latest of Jurgen 
Klopp’s players to return a suspected posi-
tive test for COVID. — AFP 

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United’s Paraguayan midfielder Miguel Almiron (up) vies with Manchester City’s Portuguese midfielder Bernardo Silva (2nd right) during the English Premier League football match between 
Newcastle United and Manchester City yesterday.  — AFP 

WOLVERHAMPTON: Chelsea’s Spanish defender Marcos Alonso takes a throw in during 
the English Premier League football match between Wolverhampton Wanderers and 
Chelsea yesterday. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES:  Fred VanVleet finished with 27 
points and 12 assists and Scottie Barnes tallied 21 
points as the Toronto Raptors rolled over the 
under-manned Golden State Warriors 119-100 on 
Saturday. The Warriors were missing several of their 
top players, including Stephen Curry and Draymond 
Green, who had been on the current road trip but 
did not make the trip to Canada. Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr elected to send them home after a win 
over Boston on Friday rather than risk them getting 
the coronavirus and have to potentially quarantine 
in Canada.  

Andre Iguodala (right knee), Otto Porter Jr. (left 
foot) and  Andrew Wiggins (left knee) were also 
sent back to California. The Warriors dressed just 
nine players for the fifth game of their eight day 
road swing. The Raptors were playing for the first 
time since Thursday’s game against the Chicago 

Bulls was postponed for COVID-19 reasons. The 
Raptors were also missing key performers as an 
hour before tipoff, forward Pascal Siakam and guard 
Dalano Banton entered health protocols. 

“There’s a heck of a lot of testing going on right 
now,” said Toronto coach Nick Nurse. Making his 
first NBA start, rookie Jonathan Kuminga led 
Golden State with a season-best 26 points. The 
Raptors jumped out to a 25-10 lead in the first eight 
minutes. VanVleet had eight points, Chris Boucher 
had seven and Barnes six during the early scoring 
burst. “I thought we played a lot better in the sec-
ond half, competed better,” Kerr said. “In the first 
half, we were on our heels and didn’t have a lot of 
juice and confidence.” 

Elsewhere, Christian Wood scored a team high 21 
points and grabbed eight rebounds as the Houston 
Rockets handed the Detroit Pistons their 14th con-
secutive loss with a 116-107 victory. Playing against 
his former team, Wood led the Rockets who had all 
five starters scoring in double figures. “I was con-
cerned, because this was our sixth game in nine days 
and we were starting at noon,” Rockets coach 
Stephen Silas said. “Our first unit really got us off to a 
good start. Josh (Christopher) set the tone and then 
Christian worked himself into the game.” — AFP 

Raptors overpower  
Warriors as Pistons  
lose 14th straight  

DOHA: Qatar passed their first test with a success-
ful hosting of the Arab Cup but bigger challenges lie 
ahead when 1.2 million fans and 32 international 
teams arrive for the World Cup one year from now. 
Algerian rejoicing at Saturday’s 2-0 extra-time win 
over Tunisia in the final-exactly a year before the 
2022 World Cup decider, and with FIFA president 
Gianni Infantino in the stands-will have been 
accompanied by satisfaction from Qatari officials. 

But now comes the hard work as Qatar prepares 
for the unique task of hosting a World Cup in and 
around a single city, Doha, with limited hotel 
accommodation and a transport network that is 
likely to come under strain. The wealthy Gulf state 
will also be bracing for intense scrutiny after com-
ing under fire over the rights of the migrant laborers 
who have built its infrastructure, including the 
World Cup stadiums. And it will be mindful of a cul-

tural gap when fans from around the world arrive in 
a conservative Muslim country with restricted 
access to alcohol, and where public drunkenness 
and homosexual relations are illegal. 

More than 600,000 tickets were sold for the 
16-team Arab Cup, including a Qatari-record 
63,439 crowd when the hosts played fierce rivals 
the United Arab Emirates in the quarter-finals. Six 
of the eight World Cup venues were employed as 
Qatar took the chance to test its stadiums and 
training sites, transport, accommodation, volun-
teers and other areas including security. A fan ID 
system was dropped midway through the tourna-
ment following reports of long queues and com-
plaints from fans, but crowd trouble appeared lim-
ited to some damaged seats at the quarter-final 
between Tunisia and Oman. 

 
‘Lessons learned’  

Qatar will “take account of the lessons learned to 
organize the best World Cup”, said Jassim Al-
Jassim, the organising committee’s vice-president of 
operations. The Lusail Stadium, which will host the 
World Cup final, was notably not used for the tour-
nament. In October, its project manager told AFP 
that it still needed final checks and tests. — AFP 

World Cup: After  
Arab Cup, Qatar  
faces bigger test


