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Saudi-led coalition launches 
‘large-scale’ Yemen assault

Military operation comes after Houthi missiles kill two in kingdom
RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition yesterday 
launched a “large-scale” assault on Yemen after mis-
siles fired by Iran-backed Houthi rebels killed two 
people in the kingdom, the first such deaths in three 
years. Yemen has been wracked by civil war since 
2014 pitting the internationally recognized govern-
ment supported by the Saudi-led military coalition 
against the Houthis, who control much of the north. 

The latest violence came overnight when two 
people - one Saudi and the other Yemeni - were 
killed in the projectile attack on Jazan, said Saudi’s 
civil defense. “A military projectile fell on a commer-
cial store on the main street, resulting in two deaths,” 
it said, adding six Saudis and a Bangladeshi national 
were wounded. Images from the official Saudi Press 
Agency of the aftermath of the attack showed a large 
crater in the ground and destroyed vehicles. 

The Saudi-led coalition said shortly afterwards 
that it was “preparing for a large-scale military oper-
ation”. It later launched an air strike. The coalition 
will hold a news conference today to address the lat-
est developments, the Saudi authorities said, clarify-
ing an earlier advisory that it would be yesterday. 

In a statement on the Houthis’ Telegram channel, 
spokesman Yahya Saree said the rebels had launched 
three ballistic missiles on Jazan, a southern region of 
the kingdom bordering Yemen. The insurgents often 

launch missiles and drones into Saudi Arabia, target-
ing its airports and oil infrastructure. The latest was 
the first in more than three years that has resulted in 
fatalities in the kingdom, which recorded its first 
death from a Houthi missile attack when a missile 
struck Riyadh in 2018. It also comes as fighting 
between the two sides intensifies, with the coalition 
ramping air strikes on Sanaa. 

Saudi Arabia and its ally the United States have 
long accused Iran of supplying the Houthis with 
sophisticated weapons, a charge the Islamic republic 
denies. The US Navy said this week that it seized 
1,400 AK-47 rifles and ammunition from a fishing 
boat it claimed was smuggling weapons from Iran to 
the Houthis. “The stateless vessel was assessed to 
have originated in Iran and transited international 
waters along a route historically used to traffic 
weapons unlawfully to the Houthis in Yemen,” it said. 

On Thursday - a day after the coalition targeted a 
Houthi military camp in Sanaa - the military alliance 
said it shot down a bomb-laden drone near Abha air-
port in the south of the kingdom, causing debris to 
fall nearby but leaving no casualties. And earlier this 
week, it targeted Sanaa airport, whose operations 
have largely ceased because of a blockade since Aug 
2016, with exemptions for aid flights. 
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JAZAN, Saudi Arabia: Handout pictures provided yesterday show the site where a projectile fired from 
Yemen landed and killed two people. — AFP 

KOUROU, France: The world’s most powerful 
space telescope yesterday blasted off into orbit, 
headed to an outpost 1.5 million km from Earth, 
after several delays caused by technical hitches. The 
James Webb Space Telescope, some three decades 
and billions of dollars in the making, left Earth 
enclosed in its Ariane 5 rocket from Kourou Space 
Centre in French Guiana. 

“What an amazing day. It’s truly Christmas,” said 
Thomas Zurbuchen, head of scientific missions for 
NASA, which together with the European and 
Canadian space agencies, ESA and ACS, built the 
telescope. ESA chief Josef Aschbacher said he was 
“very happy to say that we’ve delivered the space-
craft into orbit very precisely... that Ariane 5 per-
formed extremely well”. 

This was key, since placing the spacecraft in 
orbit helps economize on the fuel the telescope will 
need to reach its final destination and perform well 
after that. It is expected to take a month to reach its  

Continued on Page 2 

Most powerful 
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KOUROU, France: Arianespace’s Ariane 5 rocket with 
NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope onboard lifts 
up from the launchpad at the Guiana Space Center 
yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Father Emmanuel Gharib leads a Christmas mass at the National 
Evangelical Church of Kuwait on Friday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 4)

BETHLEHEM: Christian worshippers visit the Church of the Nativity during 
Christmas celebrations yesterday. — AFP 

WINDSOR: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II records her annual Christmas Day message 
in the White Drawing Room of Windsor Castle on Dec 23, 2021. — AFP 

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis yes-
terday called for dialogue to counter 
the isolation wrought by the COVID-
19 pandemic as billions around the 
world marked a second Christmas 
under the shadow of the coronavirus. 
An explosion in cases driven by the 
rise of the Omicron variant has meant 
a Christmas season tainted by the 
pandemic for a second year running, 
with longed-for family reunions over-
shadowed by the prospect of yet 
more COVID-19 restrictions. 

In his traditional Urbi and Orbi 
Christmas Day blessing, the pope told 
the faithful gathered in St Peter’s 
Square at the Vatican that “our 
capacity for social relationships is 
sorely tried; there is a growing ten-
dency to withdraw, to do it all by our-
selves, to stop making an effort to 
encounter others and do things 
together”.  

“On the international level, too, 
there is the risk of avoiding dialogue, 
the risk that this complex crisis will 
lead to taking shortcuts rather than 
setting out on the longer paths of dia-
logue. Yet only those paths can lead to 
the resolution of conflicts and to last-
ing benefits for all,” said the 85-year-
old Argentine pontiff. During the 
Christmas Eve mass attended by some 
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COVID clouds 
Xmas festivities 
for second year

BETHLEHEM: In Bethlehem’s 
Manger Square, visitors in Santa hats 
and scouts beating drums marked 
Christmas Eve, but numbers were 
lower than usual as coronavirus fears 
overshadowed celebrations for a sec-
ond straight year. The city where 
Christians believe Jesus (PBUH) was 

born is usually a focal point of the 
holiday, with thousands packing the 
streets and filling hotels. 

But the Zionist entity, which con-
trols all entrances to Bethlehem in the 
occupied West Bank, barred its bor-
ders to foreigners in an effort to rein 
in infections from the Omicron strain 
of the coronavirus. “It’s very strange,” 
said Kristel Elayyan, a Dutchwoman 
married to a Palestinian, who came to 
Bethlehem from Jerusalem. “Before 
(the pandemic), you had a bunch of 
people coming in from different coun-
tries to celebrate Christmas, and now 

Continued on Page 2 

Bethlehem 
marks muted 
Christmas

LONDON: Queen Elizabeth II paid a 
touching tribute to her late husband 
Prince Philip in her Christmas Day 
message as she marked the holiday 
with a family gathering. In the unusu-
ally personal message broadcast at 

1500 GMT, the 95-year-old monarch 
said that she and her family were 
missing the Duke of Edinburgh, who 
died at 99 in April.  

Wearing a red dress and pearls, the 
Queen spoke while sitting at a table 
with a single photograph of her with 
Philip, taken in 2007 for their 60th 
(diamond) wedding anniversary. 
“Christmas can be hard for those who 
have lost loved ones. This year espe-
cially I understand why,” said the 
Queen, who was married for 73 years.  
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