
French zoo shut after 
pack of wolves escape

French authorities in the south of the
country have temporarily shut down
a zoo after a pack of nine wolves

escaped from their enclosure during visit-
ing hours, officials said on Friday. No
humans were injured in the incident last
weekend at the Trois Vallees zoo in
Montredon-Labessonnie in the Tarn region
but four of the wolves were shot dead by
park workers and five others anaesthetised
by local officials on the scene, local official
Fabien Chollet told AFP. “There were not
many people in the zoo at the time and at
no time was the public in immediate dan-
ger,” added Chollet. However the “security
problem” meant that the zoo now needed
to be closed until the issues were rectified,
he added.

The park’s owner Sauveur Ferrara told
AFP that the wolves, whow were newly
arrived at the attraction, escaped after
destroying security installations but never
went outside the zoo itself. “Due to the
abnormal and dangerous behavior of some
of them, four wolves were sadly killed by
the park personnel,” he added, emphasizing
that members of the public had immediately
been evacuated from the park. The park
had already in October 2020 been hit by a
closure order over security measures but
this was then lifted by a court. Its social
media page said it plans to reopen now in
mid-January. —AFP

Electric automaker Tesla will update its vehicle
software to prevent drivers from playing
video games on the console while the car is in

motion, US traffic safety regulators said. “Following
the opening of a preliminary evaluation of Tesla’s
‘Passenger Play,’ Tesla informed the agency that it is
changing the functionality of this feature,” a
spokesperson for the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration said in a statement emailed to
AFP. “In a new software update, ‘Passenger Play’
will now be locked and unusable when the vehicle is
in motion.”

The agency had announced it had launched an
investigation into some 580,000 Tesla cars after the
automaker’s decision to allow drivers to play on the
entertainment system’s touch screen while the vehi-
cle was moving. The affected models are the Model
3, S, X and Y. The option to engage Passenger Play
on the main display during driving made drivers
susceptible to distraction and raised the risks of an
accident, the NHTSA said. It said earlier that it con-
firmed the gaming function has been available since
December 2020 in many Tesla vehicles, after only
being enabled in park mode on earlier autos.

NHTSA undertook the probe following a cus-
tomer complaint earlier this year. “Why is a manu-
facturer allowed to create an inherently distracting
live video which takes over two-thirds of the screen
which the driver relies on for all vehicle informa-
tion?,” said a complaint from Lake Oswego,
Oregon. Inattentive driving caused 3,142 fatal
crashes in the United States in 2019, according to

the NHTSA. Despite various controversies, shares
of Tesla have soared over the last two years, making

the company’s chief Elon Musk the world’s richest
person, according to Forbes. —AFP

Tesla deactivates video 

games in moving cars

The inside of a Tesla car Model 3 is seen at a Tesla shop inside of a shopping Mall in Beijing. —AFP
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A Canadian Pacific railway locomotive pulls train cars east along a rail line past Morant’s Curve near Lake
Louise in Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada. A mix of drought in Canada’s prairies and flooding on its
Pacific coast have brought about crop production and shipping woes now leading to international short-
ages of fries and mustard. —AFP photos

The snow-covered soya fields at the Belfontaine Holstein farm are pictured in Saint-Marc-sur-Richelieu,
Quebec, Canada. 

Bollywood’s retelling of the 1983
World Cup hit cinemas Friday,
recalling a stunning underdog vic-

tory that was instrumental in turning
India into the cricket-crazy nation it is
today. Captained by Kapil Dev, seen
now as one of cricket’s best ever players,
India began the tournament in England
as rank outsiders but ended up triumph-
ing over the all-conquering West Indies
in the final at a raucous Lord’s. The vic-
tory “was the turning point of how we
saw ourselves as a cricketing nation,
and... that incredible win fed into the
veins of a country that till then had seen
itself as also-rans on and off the cricket
field,” the Indian Express daily said
ahead of the release of “83”.

“The next morning, banner headlines
screamed ‘The Cup Is Ours’, and nothing
was ever the same. It was a blood rush
to beat all blood rushes,” the paper said.
The first sign that India meant business
was in the group stage of the tourna-
ment when Dev made 175 not out - with
India having been on the ropes at 17 for
5 - against Zimbabwe. A BBC strike on
the day meant this extraordinary exploit
was not filmed but hallowed cricketing

almanac Wisden called it “one of the
most spectacular innings played in this
form of cricket”.

‘No expectations’
An easy semi-final victory over a fan-

cied England side - featuring greats like
Ian Botham, David Gower and Bob
Willis - then set up the grand final
against the West Indies, the defending
champions. The West Indies were the
best team in the world with fearsome
fast bowlers Joel Garner, Malcolm
Marshall and Michael Holding - plus
batting battleships Viv Richards, Gordon
Greenidge and Clive Lloyd.

But India cruised to victory, causing
pandemonium in the Lord’s stands and
back home. Balwinder Sandhu, who
scored an important 11 not out as last
man - and later bowled Greenidge for
one - remembers being hit on the hel-
met by a Marshall bouncer. “It made me
more determined... I didn’t flinch,”
Sandhu, who helped advise the actors
and director of “83” Kabir Khan, told
AFP. The West Indies had “great fast
bowlers who had a ‘no mercy’ attitude,”
Sandhu said. “It was a great feeling just

to get 10 or 15 runs off them.”

‘Never the same again’ 
Veteran journalist Ayaz Memon, who

covered the tournament, said that crick-

et was already hugely popular and that
India had won a Test series in England in
1971 for the first time. “But it was the
sheer unexpectedness of the triumph.
Who had thought that India would beat

the world champions? It triggered so
much passion and so much interest in
the game in India that it was never the
same again,” Memon told AFP.

The victory also revealed the com-
mercial opportunities of cricket in India,
paving the way for the money-spinning
spectacle it is now. This was also driven
by the opening up of the economy and
the advent of cable television in the
1990s. “It (the win) completely trans-
formed the future not just of Indian
cricket but also cricket as a sport inter-
nationally. After that India became in a
sense the epicenter of the cricketing
world,” Memon said.

Dev is played in “83” by Ranveer
Singh. The Bollywood superstar honed
his own cricket skills four hours a day
for six months to bowl and bat - and
walk, talk and smile - like the captain. In
an interview with AFP, Dev said India
were helped by being underdogs and
were simply “enjoying ourselves”.
“There were no expectations. All the
media’s attention was on Australia,
England, West Indies, and all the pres-
sure was on the other teams,” the 62-
year-old said. —AFP

Bollywood replays India’s seminal 1983 cricket triumph

Vehicles move past billboards of Bollywood film ‘83’, which is based on India’s first
cricket world cup victory in the year 1983, in Mumbai. —AFP

Amix of drought in Canada’s prairies and flooding
on its Pacific coast have brought about crop pro-
duction and shipping woes now leading to inter-

national shortages of fries and mustard. In Japan, for
example, McDonald’s has been forced to ration fries as
the British Columbia floods squeezed potato imports,
while mustard producers in France are forecasting steep
price increases because the drought in another part of
Canada - the world’s biggest producer of mustard
grains - cut supplies.

“When we look back at the state of the agriculture
sector in 2021, we can say this year has been marked by
extreme climate change weather events,” Agriculture
Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau said in a recent speech.
“That includes the worst drought in 60 years in Western
Canada and the devastating atmospheric rivers in British
Columbia,” she told livestock farmers and ranchers
who’ve struggled to secure enough hay to feed their
animals as pastures dried up. According to government
data, farmers in Canada produced more corn but less
wheat, canola, barley, soybeans and oats in 2021 com-
pared with 2020.

The lower yields - which Statistics Canada said
marked the largest year-over-year decrease on record,
falling to levels not seen in more than a decade - were
driven largely by drought conditions in Western Canada.
Keith Currie of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture
told AFP: “There’s a lot of angst in the farming commu-

nity.” Some farmers have lost everything, others are
considering quitting as the future looks bleak. The Agri-
Food Analytics Labs at Dalhousie University publishes a
list of the top 10 food-related stories each year. Climate
calamities in Western Canada ranked second this year,
after food inflation.

“Climate change has strongly impacted agricultural
production and supply chains” already strained by the
pandemic, its scientific director Sylvain Charlebois told
AFP, leading to rising food costs. “This year saw
extremes,” he said, noting a Canadian record high tem-
perature of 49.6 degrees Celsius in the town of Lytton
in British Columbia. It was later destroyed by wildfires.
Subsequent flood devastation in British Columbia
showed that Canada’s westward supply links, Charlebois
said, “are very, very vulnerable, and not resilient enough
to climate change.”

Heavy rains disrupted shipping
Because of the drought, meanwhile, mustard seed

production in the prairies was halved this year to almost
50,000 metric tons, from 2020. As a result, the average
price is expected to double to “a record $1,700 (1,510
euros) per ton,” according to a Canadian agriculture
ministry report. The French region of Burgundy hosts
the vast majority of mustard manufacturers but depends
heavily on Canadian farmers to produce the strong,
tangy condiment consumed the world over. Commodity

markets analyst Ramzy Yelda noted that droughts in
Western Canada occur every 10-15 years on average,
but this year’s “was particularly brutal.”

“I don’t think we’re done with these kinds of severe
weather situations,” added Currie. “We’re going to con-

tinue seeing them more frequently.” On the flip side, it
was a banner year for Canadian potato producers who
harvested 123,000,000 hundredweight of potatoes, up
18 percent from the prior year. The United Potato
Growers of Canada said most provinces this year
“enjoyed excellent harvest conditions without cool tem-
peratures or wet conditions.”

But record downpours in British Columbia that
trapped motorists in deadly mudslides, forced thousands
to evacuate their homes and destroyed roads, rail lines
and bridges in November also cut off the port of
Vancouver from the rest of Canada. That resulted in dis-
ruptions to exports from Canada’s largest port. As a
result, McDonalds restaurants in Japan announced that
they would only sell small-sized French fries for a week
from Friday to avoid running out.

“Due to large-scale flooding near the Port of
Vancouver... and the global supply chain crunch caused
by the coronavirus pandemic, there are delays in the
supply of potatoes,” it said in a statement on Tuesday.
The port had moved record volumes of grain (and car-
go) by midyear, up 20 percent to 16.5 million metric tons
compared to the first six months of 2020, to meet strong
demand overseas. But a large backlog built up over sev-
eral weeks in November. As of Monday, the port said
disruptions to rail operations serving the port had
“decreased significantly” and shipping volumes had
“stabilized.”—AFP 

Mustard, fries in short supply due to Canada climate woes

A man eats a popular Quebec dish called Poutine -
consisting of french fries, cheddar cheese and
gravy in Montreal. 


