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 News in brief

Speaker rejects calls to 
quit, blasts opponents

Ex-MP Barrak says opposition to draw new ‘roadmap’
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem has refuted calls by 
opposition MPs to step down, saying he 
was elected in the first round by a majority 
in the Assembly and this cannot be under-
mined by a group of “seven, nine or even 
100 lawmakers”. Speaking to reporters 
after visiting MP Obaid Al-Wasmi on his 
return from an overseas medical trip, 
Ghanem expressed hope that nothing will 
happen in this Assembly term to obstruct 
the work of the parliament, like what hap-
pened in the previous term. 

He said dissolving the National 
Assembly is in the hands of HH the Amir, 
but “in my view, I think things are heading 
for the better”, adding that obstructing 
the work of the National Assembly does 
not serve the interests of the Kuwaiti peo-

ple. Ghanem also hoped that the prime 
minister will form a Cabinet that meets the 
aspirations of the Kuwaiti people, adding 
that if the new government is formed this 
week, the Assembly will resume its ses-
sions from Jan 4. 

About calls by opposition MPs for the 
departure of Ghanem and the prime min-
ister, the speaker said “it is the right of 
anyone to say whatever he wants, but I 
believe that such calls are unrelated to the 
constitution or any person who respects 
the constitution”. “The Assembly speaker 
was elected by Kuwaitis and not in China, 
by overwhelming popular support that 
cannot be broken by seven, nine or even 
100 MPs. The Assembly speaker was 
elected despite the intervention of public 
funds thieves,” he said. 

Meanwhile, ex-MP and opposition 
leader Musallam Al-Barrak, who recently 

returned from exile in Turkey, said yester-
day there are efforts to invite the 31 oppo-
sition MPs to a meeting to draw a 
roadmap for the future. He said the plan 
for opposition political groups should 
include political reforms and the approval 
of a number of urgent bills for the benefit 
of the people. 

MP Hamdan Al-Azemi yesterday asked 
the finance minister if Iraq had paid its last 
payment of compensations resulting from 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990. The 
lawmaker said the Iraqi central bank 
announced a few days ago that Iraq paid 
its last payment of multibillion-dollar repa-
rations imposed by the UN Security 
Council for damages caused by the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. The lawmaker also 
asked the minister if Kuwait has granted 
Iraq any loans in the past 20 years and if 
yes, what is their value.

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets MP Obaid Al-Wasmi 
on Sunday after he returned from a medical trip abroad. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Saudi executes IS-linked man 
 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday executed a 
Yemeni man accused of plotting a suicide attack 
in the kingdom and of links to the Islamic State 
group, the interior ministry said. “Mohammed 
Al-Saddam, a Yemeni national, sought to target 
civilian gatherings at a public facility under the 
instructions of the Daesh terrorist organization,” 
the interior ministry said. It said the man had 
“pledged allegiance to IS” and was planning a 
“suicide attack using an explosive belt”. — AFP

Record COVID cases in EPL  
 
LONDON: The Premier League has revealed a 
record 103 players and staff tested positive for 
the coronavirus in the period from Dec 20 to 26. 
So far in December, 15 Premier League games 
have been called off, while the three divisions 
below the top tier have been decimated by 
postponements. “The League can today confirm 
between Monday 20 December and Sunday 26 
December, 15,186 COVID-19 tests were admin-
istered on players and club staff. Of these, there 
were 103 new positive cases,” a Premier League 
statement said. — AFP 

Algeria drops case against teen 
 
ALGIERS: Algerian prosecutors have dropped a 
case against a 14-year-old girl who was facing 
trial in connection with the country’s pro-democ-
racy Hirak protest movement, her lawyer said 
yesterday. “The prosecution... recognized that it 
had been an error (and) dropped the charges,” 
Abdelhalim Khereddine said. According to 
Algerian law, the age of criminal responsibility is 
18 and minors are tried in juvenile courts. Her 
case had sparked outrage online. — AFP 

Foreign spouses need clearance 
 
COLOMBO: Foreigners seeking to wed Sri 
Lankans will need security clearances from the 
defense ministry. The new rules will require for-
eigners from next week to get a clean bill of 
health and a security check before their nuptials, 
with registrar general W M Weerasekara 
attributing the policy to “national security” con-
cerns. The new regulations have prompted scorn 
from opposition lawmakers who pointed out 
that several members of the ruling family are 
dual nationals. — AFP 

RIYADH: This image grab from the Saudi TV shows Saudi-led coalition spokesman 
Turki Al-Maliki speaking during a press conference on Sunday. — AFP 

RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition on 
Sunday accused Iran and Hezbollah of 
helping Yemen’s Houthi rebels to 
launch missiles and drones at the 
kingdom, where two people were 
killed. Since the coalition intervened 
almost seven years ago to support 
Yemen’s government, Saudi Arabia 
has regularly accused Iran of supply-
ing the Houthis with weapons and 
Hezbollah of training the insurgents. 

Tehran denies the charges. 

Lebanon’s Iran-backed Shiite militant 
movement Hezbollah has previously 
denied sending fighters or weapons to 
Yemen. The latest Saudi accusation 
came as the coalition intensified an 
aerial bombing campaign against the 
Iran-backed Houthis in retaliation for 
deadly attacks on the kingdom. 

Coalition spokesman Turki Al-Malki 
told a news conference the Houthis 
were “militarizing” Sanaa airport and 
using it as a “main center for launching 
ballistic missiles and drones” towards 
the kingdom. Malki showed reporters a 
video clip which he said depicted “the 
headquarters of Iranian and Hezbollah 
experts at the airport” where, he 
alleged, “Hezbollah is training the 
Houthis to booby-trap and use drones”. 
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ABU DHABI: The UAE issued its first civil marriage 
license for a non-Muslim couple, state media reported 
yesterday, as the Gulf country seeks to keep its edge 
over regional competitors. The United Arab Emirates - 
where foreigners make up 90 percent of the approxi-
mately 10-million population - has been amending its 
laws to present itself as a modernizing force in a largely 

conservative region. 
The official WAM news agency said a Canadian cou-

ple were the first to marry under a new law on the per-
sonal status of non-Muslims in the Emirati capital Abu 
Dhabi. The move “contributes to the consolidation of 
Abu Dhabi’s position as a world leading destination for 
skills and expertise from around the world,” WAM said. 

Civil marriage in the Middle East, the birthplace of 
Islam, Christianity and Judaism, is uncommon and usual-
ly conducted under a religious authority of one of the 
three monotheistic beliefs. Civil marriages are allowed in 
Tunisia and Algeria. While some countries in the region 
allow civil unions based on certain conditions, some only 
recognize civil marriages conducted abroad and others 
not at all. 

Late last year, the UAE revamped an array of laws in 

a social liberalization drive designed to burnish its pro-
gressive brand. These included lifting a ban on unmar-
ried couples living together, loosening restrictions on 
alcohol and offering long-term residencies. Earlier this 
month, the UAE announced it will move to a Western-
style Saturday-Sunday weekend. 

Starting on Jan 1, 2022, the Emirates will become the 
only Gulf country not to observe weekends from Friday, 
the Muslim day of prayer, to Saturday.  Competition is 
hotting up as neighboring Saudi Arabia, seeking to 
diversify its oil-reliant economy, aims to turn its capital 
Riyadh into an international hub. Saudi Arabia has lifted 
a ban on women drivers and eased its strict Islamic 
dress code. Last year, Riyadh said it would not sign con-
tracts with companies that have their regional head-
quarters outside the kingdom. — AFP 

UAE issues first civil 
marriage license for 
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DURA: A Palestinian ministry of health employee prepares a dose of vaccine 
during a Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccine drive in this village west of 
Hebron in the Zionist-occupied West Bank yesterday. — AFP 

GENEVA: Two years in, as the now 
Omicron-fueled COVID crisis rages, 
there is still hope the pandemic could 
begin fading in 2022 - though experts 
say gaping vaccine inequalities must 
be addressed. It may seem like a far-
off reality, as countries impose fresh 
restrictions to address the fast-
spreading new variant and surging 
cases and a depressing feeling of deja 
vu sets in. “We’re facing another very 
hard winter,” World Health 
Organization chief Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus said last week. 
But health experts say we are far 

better equipped now than a year ago 
to tame the pandemic, with ballooning 
stocks of safe and largely effective 
vaccines and new treatments available. 
“We have the tools that can bring (the 
pandemic) to its knees,” Maria Van 
Kerkhove, the top WHO expert on the 
COVID crisis, told reporters this 
month. “We have the power to end it 
in 2022,” she insisted. But, she added, 
they must be used correctly. 

A year after the first vaccines came 
to market, around 8.5 billion doses 
have been administered globally. And 
the world is on track to produce 
around 24 billion doses by June - 
more than enough for everyone on the 
planet. But glaringly unequal vaccine 
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