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Kuwait spearheads diplomacy 
efforts in region in 2021

KUWAIT: The following is a report 
highlighting major events related to 
Kuwait’s foreign policy throughout 2021: 

 
Jan 4: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 

Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
announces an agreement to open land 
and air borders between Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar. 

Jan 10: Committee for POWs and the 
missing of the Foreign Ministry 
announces the identification, through 
DNA tests, of remains of 13 Kuwaiti mar-
tyrs in Iraq. 

Feb 8: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Al-Nasser, addressing an 
extraordinary ministerial meeting of the 
Arab league, reiterated Kuwait’s firm and 
principled stance regarding the 
Palestinian issue, including the two-state 
solution; an independent Palestinian state 
with East Jerusalem as its capital on the 
basis of the June 4, 1967 borders. 

March 1: Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Al-Nasser, addressing a donor 
conference, announces a $20 million con-
tribution from KFAED to Yemen over a 
two-year period. 

March 3: The Foreign Ministry identi-
fies remains of eight POWs and people 
who went missing during the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion. 

March 28: The Foreign Ministry 
receives the third batch of properties and 
archive material stolen during the 1990 
Iraqi invasion. 

March 30: Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser, addressing a 
Brussels conference on Syria, indicates 
that the $300 million contribution over 
three-year period (2019-2021) is appro-
priately processed. 

March 30: Foreign Ministry 
announces handing the remains of an 

Iraqi person, who was missing in the 
Kuwaiti island of Boubyan in February, to 
the Iraqi side. 

April 1: Kuwait opens a health center 
in Tunisia to provide medical services to 
more than 6,000 people. 

April 8: Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Al-Sabah co-chairs a meeting of the 
Turkey-Kuwait Joint Committee for 
Cooperation in Ankara. 

April 13: Kuwait’s permanent delegate 
to the UN-Geneva Jamal Al-Ghunaim 
becomes member of the World Health 
Organization’s Al-Sumait prize board. 

May 10: Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Sabah signs memorandum of 
understanding with Spanish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, European Union and 
Cooperation Arancha Gonzalez Laya to 
strengthen political dialogue, boost eco-
nomic relations and strengthen scientific 
cooperation. 

May 11: Kuwait Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah takes part in 
the Arab League extraordinary virtual 
session. 

May 16: Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs Kuwait’s dele-

gation to the virtual emergency meet-
ing of the Executive Committee of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) to discuss developments in 
Palestine. 

May 20: Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Sabah participates in a joint 
session held between UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres and the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Arab 
countries participating in the 75th 
General Assembly of the United Nations 
in New York. 

June 6: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah heads the 
Kuwaiti delegation to the first meeting of 
the Kuwaiti-Saudi Coordination Council, 
hosted by Saudi Arabia, resulting in a 
number of agreements and MoUs in 
diverse fields particularly economy and 
trade. 

June 15: Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Sabah heads the Kuwaiti delegation to an 
Arab Foreign Ministers’ meeting that 
addressed the file of Ethiopian 
Renaissance Dam at the request of Egypt 
and Sudan. 

June 15: Kuwait is elected to the 
Independent Presidency Council of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) and represents the 
Near East and North Africa Group for 
the fifth time. 

June 16: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Sabah heads the 
Kuwaiti delegation to the 148th GCC 
ministerial meeting, held at the GCC 
General Secretariat headquarters in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

June 28: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
and Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Sabah 
heads the Kuwaiti delegation to the 

ministerial meeting of the international 
coalition combating so-called Islamic 
State (IS) which was held in the Italian 
capital, Rome. 

July 11: The Foreign Ministry 
announced identities of 10 Kuwaiti mar-
tyrs who were killed by the Iraqi regime 
and identified by DNA testing. 

Aug 5: Representative of His Highness 
the Amir, Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Al-Sabah participates in the inau-
guration ceremony of Iranian president-
elect Ibrahim Raisi in Tehran. 

Aug 22: The foreign ministry, acting 
upon His Highness the Amir’s instructions, 
facilitates the transfer of 5,000 Afghans 
to the US via Kuwait. 

Sept 3: Kuwait and Tonga sign a dec-
laration to establish diplomatic relations. 

Sept 20: Kuwait chairs the 65th 
General Conference of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency for the first time 
since joining the organization. 

Sept 25: Representative of His 
Highness the Amir, His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah delivers a speech 
before the UN General Assembly dealing 
with a host of international issues includ-
ing coronavirus, Palestine cause, Libya, 
Yemen and climate change. 

Oct 30: The Foreign Ministry asks 
Lebanese Charge d’Affaires to leave 
Kuwait within 48 hours, and recalled its 
Ambassador in Beirut. 

Nov 2: His Highness the Prime 
Minister, representing His Highness the 
Amir at the UN climate summit in 
Glasgow, calls for collaboration of efforts 
to address global warming. 

Nov 18: The foreign ministry 
announces the identity of 18 prisoners 
and missing Kuwaitis, who were discov-
ered in mass graves in Iraq. —  KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah 
addresses a donor conference. — KUNA photos
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Malki showed other clips which he said depicted a 

Hezbollah member placing explosives in a drone, and a 
man he identified as a Hezbollah official telling Houthi 
members “we must strengthen our ranks”. The footage 
could not be independently verified. The Arab military 
coalition led by Riyadh intervened in Yemen in 2015 to 
back the internationally recognized government, a year 
after the Houthis overran the capital Sanaa. 

The Houthis come from the minority Zaidi Shiite sect 
and have their traditional stronghold in Yemen’s moun-
tainous north. Between 2004 and 2010, they fought six 
wars against Yemen’s then-government and battled 
Saudi Arabia in 2009-2010 after storming over the bor-
der. The deaths of two people overnight Friday from a 
rebel missile strike on the Saudi city of Jazan were the 
first such deaths in the kingdom in three years. 

On Sunday, Malki said the international community 
must “stop hostile acts by this terrorist organization,” a 
reference to Hezbollah. Since Jan 2018, the Houthis 
have launched 430 ballistic missiles and 850 drones 
towards Saudi Arabia, he said. Sunday evening the 
coalition announced it had made new strikes near an 
air force academy in Sanaa to prevent weapons from 
being moved. 

Earlier Sunday the coalition said it had struck a 
Houthi rebel camp in Sanaa, destroying weapons 
warehouses. On Saturday, the coalition launched what 
it called a “large-scale” military operation against the 
Houthis after the rebel missile strike that hit Jazan. The 
coalition raids left three civilians dead, including a 
child and a woman, Yemeni medics told AFP. 

Malki also accused Iran’s ambassador to Sanaa, 
who died of COVID-19 last week after his evacuation 
from Yemen, of “leading the planning of military opera-
tions in Marib” - the Yemeni government’s last strong-
hold in the north. The Houthis warned in a statement 
that they will “face escalation with escalation”. 

World powers and the kingdom’s Gulf Arab allies 
condemned the rebels’ deadly strike on Saudi Arabia. 
“Houthi attacks are perpetuating the conflict, prolong-
ing the suffering of the Yemeni people, and endanger-
ing the Saudi people alongside more than 70,000 US 
citizens residing in Saudi Arabia,” Washington’s 
embassy to Riyadh said in a statement. Ludovic Pouille, 
the French ambassador to Riyadh, on Twitter offered 
condolences to families of victims in the “barbaric 
Houthi attack”. 

The coalition has intensified its air strikes on Sanaa, 
including last week on what it called “military targets” 
at the airport. United Nations aid flights were inter-
rupted as a result. The insurgents often launch missiles 
and drones into Saudi Arabia aimed at its airports and 
oil infrastructure. The UN’s World Food Program said 
it has been “forced” to cut aid to Yemen due to lack of 
funds, and warned of a surge in hunger.  — AFP 

VIENNA: People walk outside The Hotel Palais Coburg, where talks were to resume yesterday on reviving the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal. — AFP 

Coalition says 
Iran, Hezb aid...
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 access has meant that as many wealthy nations roll 

out additional doses to the already vaccinated, vulner-
able people and health workers in many poorer nations 
are still waiting for a first jab. 

About 67 percent of people in high-income coun-
tries have had at least one vaccine dose, but not even 
10 percent in low-income countries have, UN num-
bers show. That imbalance, which the WHO has 
branded a moral outrage, risks deepening further as 
many countries rush to roll out additional doses to 
respond to Omicron.  

Early data indicates that the heavily-mutated vari-
ant, which has made a lightning dash around the globe 
since it was first detected in southern Africa last 
month, is more resistant to vaccines than previous 
strains. While boosters do seem to push protection 
levels back up, the WHO insists to end the pandemic, 
the priority must remain getting first doses to vulnera-
ble people everywhere. 

Allowing COVID to spread unabated in some 
places dramatically increases the chance of new, more 
dangerous variants emerging, experts warn. So even as 
wealthy countries roll out third shots, the world is not 
safe until everyone has some degree of immunity. “No 
country can boost its way out of the pandemic,” 
Tedros said last week. “Blanket booster programs are 
likely to prolong the pandemic, rather than ending it.” 
The emergence of Omicron is evidence of that, WHO 
emergencies chief Michael Ryan told AFP. “The virus 
has taken the opportunity to evolve.” 

Gautam Menon, a physics and biology professor 
at Ashoka University in India, agreed it was in 
wealthy countries’ best interest to ensure poorer 
nations also get jabs. “It would be myopic to assume 
that just by vaccinating themselves they have gotten 
rid of the problem.” 

Ryan suggested increased vaccination should get us 
to a point where Covid “settles into a pattern that is 
less disruptive”. But he warns that if the world fails to 

address the imbalance in vaccine access, the worst 
could still lie ahead. One nightmare scenario envisions 
the COVID pandemic left to rage out of control amid a 
steady barrage of new variants, even as a separate 
strain sparks a parallel pandemic. 

Confusion and disinformation would shrink trust in 
authorities and science, as health systems collapse 
and political turmoil ensues. This is one of several 
“plausible” scenarios, according to Ryan. “The dou-
ble-pandemic one is of particular concern, because 
we have one virus causing a pandemic now, and many 
others lined up.” 

But better global vaccine coverage could mean that 
COVID - though not likely to fully disappear - will 
become a largely controlled endemic disease, with 
milder seasonal outbreaks that we will learn to live 
with, like the flu, experts say. It will basically “become 
part of the furniture”, Andrew Noymer, an epidemiolo-
gist at the University of California in Irvine, told AFP. 

But we’re not yet there. Experts caution against too 
much optimism around early indications that Omicron 
causes less severe disease than previous strains, point-
ing out that it is spreading so fast it could still over-
whelm health systems. “When you have so many, many 
infections, even if it is less severe... (hospitals) are 
going to be very stressed,” top US infectious disease 
expert Anthony Fauci told NBC News last week. 

That is a depressing prospect two years after the 
virus first surfaced in China. The scenes of intubated 
patients in overcrowded hospitals and long lines of 
people scrambling to find oxygen for loved ones have 
never ceased. Images of improvised funeral pyres 
burning across a Delta-hit India have epitomized the 
human cost of the pandemic. 

Officially, nearly 5.5 million people have died world-
wide, although the actual toll is likely several times 
higher. All vaccine hesitancy could increase that toll. In 
the United States, which remains the worst-affected 
country with over 800,000 deaths, the constant flow 
of short obituaries on the FacesOfCovid Twitter 
account include many who did not have the jab. 
“Amanda, a 36-year-old math teacher in Kentucky. 
Chris, a 34-year-old high school football coach in 
Kansas. Cherie, a 40-year-old 7th-grade reading 
teacher in Illinois. All had an impact in their communi-
ties,” read a recent post. “All deeply loved. All unvacci-
nated.” — AFP 

COVID: Where 
does pandemic...

TEHRAN: Iran said nuclear talks that were set to 
resume yesterday in Vienna should focus on lifting 
sanctions on the Islamic republic and “guarantees” 
the US will return to the fold. Negotiations to sal-
vage the 2015 Iran nuclear deal resumed in late 
November, after a five-month hiatus following the 
election of ultraconservative Iran President Ebrahim 
Raisi. The talks seek to bring back the United 
States, after it withdrew from the accord in 2018 
under then president Donald Trump and began 
imposing sanctions on Iran. 

Iran has reported progress in the talks, but 
European diplomats have warned they are “rapidly 
reaching the end of the road”. US negotiator Rob 
Malley has said there are only “weeks” left to revive 
the deal, if the Islamic republic continues its current 
pace of nuclear activities. Ahead of the resumption 
of talks, Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian said the agenda yesterday should be 
“the issue of guarantees and verification” on the 
lifting of US sanctions if it returns to the accord. 

“The most important thing for us is to reach a 
point where we can verify that Iranian oil will be 
sold easily and without any limits, that the money 
for this oil will be transferred in foreign currency to 
Iranian bank accounts, and that we will be able to 
benefit from all the revenues,” he said, quoted yes-
terday by state news agency IRNA. 

The opening of the eighth round of the talks 
involves delegations from Iran and the other countries 
that remain party to the landmark accord - Britain, 
China, France, Germany and Russia. The multilateral 
nuclear deal reached in 2015 offered Iran a lifting of 
economic sanctions in return for strict curbs on its 
nuclear activities. The goal was to make it practically 
impossible for Iran to build an atomic bomb, while 
allowing it to pursue a civilian nuclear program. 

But the deal started to unravel in 2018 when the 
Trump administration pulled out and began impos-
ing sanctions on the Islamic republic. US President 
Joe Biden has said he is willing to return to the deal 
as long as Iran also resumes the original terms. Iran, 
which denies it wants to acquire a nuclear arsenal, 
has gradually abandoned its commitments to the 
accord since 2019, including by stepping up its 
enrichment of uranium. 

The UN’s nuclear watchdog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, recently expressed con-
cerns over Iran’s growing stockpile of highly-
enriched uranium. Iran’s archrival, the Zionist entity, 
which staunchly opposes the nuclear deal, had 
reportedly warned in November that the Islamic 
republic had taken the technical steps to prepare to 
enrich uranium to military-grade levels of around 
90 percent. 

“Stopping Iran’s nuclear program is the primary 
challenge for (Zionist) foreign and security policy,” 
Zionist Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said yesterday. 
“We prefer to act through international coopera-
tion, but if necessary, we will defend ourselves, by 
ourselves,” he added. On Saturday, Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran director Mohammad Eslami 
said Tehran has no plans to enrich uranium beyond 
60 percent, even if the Vienna talks fail. 

Eslami said the enrichment levels were related to 
the needs of the country, in remarks published by 
the Russian news agency RIA Novosti. “Our targets 
related to enriching uranium are meeting our indus-
trial and production needs... and those of our peo-
ple,” he was quoted as saying. Asked whether Iran 
plans to enrich beyond 60 percent purity if the talks 
fail, he said “No”. 

Moscow’s ambassador to the UN in Vienna, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, welcomed that statement on 
Twitter, calling it “a positive message”. In a tweet 
yesterday, Ulyanov said delegations from China, 
Iran and Russia met in the morning “to compare 
notes” before the talks start. “We advise all the 
participants in the negotiations to come to Vienna 
with the will to obtain a good agreement,” Iran’s 
foreign affairs spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said 
yesterday.  —AFP 

Iran seeks 
assurances as 
talks resume


