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KUWAIT: Vehicles drive on Istiqlal Road yesterday as Kuwait City high rise buildings are seen. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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News in brief

Amir sends condolence
to Greece president

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent yes-
terday a cable of condolence to the President
of Greece Katerina Sakellaropoulou on the
passing away of former President Karolos
Papoulias. His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent him
similar cables.

Kuwait condoles
with Bangladesh

KUWAIT: Kuwait ’s  Foreign Ministry
expressed support to Bangladesh as i t
mourns the victims of the fire that broke out
in a ferry and killed dozens, while others
remain missing. In a statement yesterday, the
ministry conveyed its deepest condolences
to Bangladesh and the families of the vic-
tims, and wished those injured a quick
recovery.

Kuwait denies
cancelling IDs

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) denied on Sunday reports
that expats’ IDs have been cancelled. The IDs
of both citizens and expats are issued in line
with the Law No 32 of 1982, PACI added in a
press statement. 

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Kuwait is again witnessing a rise in the
number of new coronavirus cases, with 150 cases
on Saturday and 240 on Sunday. Kuwait has almost
returned to normal, with most restrictions lifted,
although facemasks are still needed to be worn in
closed places. Kuwait detected its first case of the
Omicron variant on Dec 7 in a European traveler
who arrived in Kuwait from an African country
where the variant is present. On Dec 21, the number
rose to 13, after 12 new cases were found. 

Kuwaiti authorities have urged all those arriving
in Kuwait, even if they’re not infected with the virus,
to self-isolate and follow all other preventative
measures including avoiding gatherings and wear-
ing facemasks. Authorities have also urged the pub-
lic to take the third vaccine dose (booster) and
called on the public to postpone any travel plans
except for necessary trips. 

But there are some travel plans that couldn’t be
cancelled, like the couple who planned their trip to
Georgia before the Omicron virus was detected.
“We already planned for this long before Omicron,
and I don’t want this trip to be postponed. I have

work-related stress for the past three years and I
want to relax and unwind, even for a few days,” said
Donnalyn and Jonjie, who left for Georgia yesterday
for a weeklong vacation. 

“I just hope things will be okay, and there will be
no further restrictions on travelers,” Donnalyn said.
The couple was scheduled to travel to France, but
Paris imposed further travel restrictions in the last
few weeks after a rise in the number of COVID cas-
es. France is reporting a daily record of more than
100,000 new coronavirus cases as President
Emmanuel Macron weighs measures to contain the
fast-spreading Omicron variant.

Other expatriates who had planned to take their
annual vacation in the next few days have changed
their minds. “I had planned to go on vacation with my
wife and two children in February next year, but with
the new variant, I don’t want to take any chances, as
maybe we won’t be able to re-enter Kuwait. I don’t
want to lose my job, because I have a family to feed
and children to send to school,” Eric told Kuwait Times. 

People in Kuwait are aware of the threat of the
new variant and are taking extra personal precau-
tions. “In Kuwait, we have to do our share to help
the government protect everyone. If you know

there’s something wrong, stay at home until fully
recovered so the virus cannot spread to someone
else,” said Bashir, an Indian resident. As of Sunday,
Kuwait has reported 415,151 COVID cases and
2,468 deaths, along with 411,340 recoveries. 

Omicron’s worldwide spread affects
people’s travel plans in Kuwait

LOS ANGELES: Travelers check for flight information
at Los Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles,
California, on December 24, 2021. Over 2,000 flights
were cancelled and thousands delayed around the
world as the highly infectious Omicron variant dis-
rupted holiday travel. —AFP

Jaber Causeway
drive-thru provides
booster shots 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health said the
Sheikh Jaber Causeway drive-thru vaccination cen-
ter started providing booster shots against coron-
avirus as of yesterday. The service will continue on
a daily basis from 4:00 pm to 10:00 pm except
Saturdays, the Ministry’s Spokesman Dr Abdullah
Al-Sanad said in a news conference. The third
booster jab is provided by Kuwait vaccination cen-
ter at the fairground in Mishref every day except
for Fridays from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm and Jleeb
sports center without a previous appointment, he
noted. He added that 15 healthcare centers started
providing booster shots yesterday, but with a previ-
ous appointment, in addition to 36 other existing
centers, thus raising the total number of third jab
providers to 51 nationwide.

Kuwait’s Ministry of Health had said on Sunday
that 240 people tested positive for COVID-19 in the
previous 24 hours, taking the country’s caseload to
415,151. The recoveries rose by 41 to 411,340, repre-
senting 99.1 percent of the overall infections, the
Ministry’s Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said,
noting that the death toll remained unchanged at
2,468. There were four ICU cases and 1,343 others

being treated at home, in addition to 22 patients at
hospital wards as of Sunday, he noted. As many as

23,908 swab tests have been conducted which raised
the total to 5,862,681, Dr Sanad added. —KUNA

KUWAIT: This July 5, 2021 file photo shows cars lining up for people to receive a dose of the COVID-19
coronavirus vaccine at the Jaber Causeway drive-thru vaccination center. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
chairs the meeting.

KRCS explores
humanitarian needs
in Yemen’s Marib
ADEN: Director-General of Kuwait Red Crescent
Society (KRCS) Abdulrahman Al-Aoun met Secretary
of Marib Governorate Abdrabbuh Moftah on Sunday
to discuss the urgent needs of the internally displaced
persons (IDPs). Aoun leads a KRCS delegation on a
mission to explore the humanitarian situation in the
governorate, located in central Yemen, amid the waves
of migrants from the southern districts of the gover-
norate. His meeting with Moftah discussed the
response of the Society to the growing needs of
thousands of IDPs living in 100 camps in Marib city
and Al-Wadi district due to the ongoing conflict.
Aoun told his host of society’s readiness to scale up
its relief effort in Marib and finance projects aiming to
achieve sustainable economic recovery. The gover-
norate’s secretary thanked the government and peo-
ple of the State of Kuwait for their continued support
to the Yemeni people in various fields. Moftah noted
that the recent attacks by the Houthi militias forced
more than 100,000 people to flee their homes for
safer areas in Marib city. He voiced hope that the
KRCS would offer more humanitarian contributions
that could alleviate the suffering of the IDPs in the
governorate.  —KUNA

Interior Ministry
mulls New Year’s
security plan
KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lt Gen
Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
chaired a meeting with field commanders yesterday
to discuss security preparations during the New
Year holiday.

Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal emphasized the impor-
tance of vigilance and readiness as well as instant
cooperation between concerned field sectors in
order to ensure security control and “confront any
alien behavior to the society”. He also inspected
the plans of fixed and mobile patrols on roads as
well as police’s presence in gathering areas, camps
and chalets.

Furthermore, Lt Gen Sheikh Faisal said health
protocols must be observed while securing all
governorates to ensure security and safety. He said
people must protect the environment and asked
for increased campaigns against environment law
violators.

KRCS answers
hygiene needs
in Afghanistan
KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) has launched
a relief initiative in Afghanistan, with the purpose of meeting the
humanitarian and hygiene needs of women, elderly, orphans and
the population in inaccessible areas. The humanitarian initiative,
which was jointly carried out by the KRCS and Qatar Red
Crescent Society (QRCS), has benefitted as many as 31,500
people who had hard humanitarian conditions in Afghanistan,
KRCS’ Secretary-General Maha Al-Barjas said. The effort was
primarily intended to boost displaced families’ resilience,
revamp their hygiene and humanitarian conditions and provide
them with food staples, she added. Afghanistan is teetering on
the brink of a tragic humanitarian situation involving food short-
age, bad weather conditions and lingering insecurity, she said,
noting that 11 million people are embroiled in food insecurity.
The fact that the initiative was jointly launched by both Kuwaiti
and Qatari Red Crescent societies pinpoint that coordination
among Gulf charities is essential to fieldwork, she pointed out.
The KRCS’ response to the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan
mirrors its universal message to ease out the anguish of people
and safeguard human dignity, she boasted.  —KUNA


