
YANGON:  The new United Nations special
envoy to Myanmar yesterday said she was “deeply
concerned” by escalating violence in the country
and called for a new year ceasefire between the
military and its opponents. Nationwide protests
against the February coup have been met with a
bloody crackdown, with more than 1,300 people
killed and over 11,000 arrested, according to a
local monitoring group.

Diplomatic efforts to
resolve the crisis led by
the UN and the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations have made
little headway so far, with
the generals refusing to
engage with opponents.
Special envoy Noeleen
Heyzer “is deeply con-
cerned by the continued
escalation of violence in
Kayin State and other parts of Myanmar”, she said
in her first statement since taking on the role.

She also called for “all  parties to.. . al low
humanitar ian ass istance to be provided to
those in need, including those forced to flee the
violence”, and for all sides to come to a New

Year ceasefire. On Sunday, a UN official said
he was “horrified” by credible reports that at
least 35 civilians were killed and their bodies
burned in an attack on Christmas Eve in eastern
Myanmar, and  demanded the  government
launch an investigation.

Two workers for non-profit group Save the
Children remain missing — their vehicle was

among several that were
attacked and burned in
the incident in Kayah
state. “The mil itary
reportedly forced people
from their cars, arrested
some, killed others and
burned their bodies,” it
said in a statement.

The charity said
Monday it was still inves-
tigating the incident.
There have also been

fresh clashes in recent days between ethnic rebels
and the military in Kayin state — also known as
Karen state — sending thousands fleeing into
neighbouring Thailand.

A junta spokesman told AFP last week that the
military had carried out air strikes against Karen

National Union fighters and members of local
“People’s Defence Force” groups that have sprung

up to fight back against the putsch.

Frosty relations 
Singaporean sociologist Heyzer was appointed

by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres in
October, replacing Swiss diplomat Christine
Schraner Burgener. Schraner Burgener had called
for the UN to take “very strong measures” against
the military to bring the country back to democra-
cy and had been the target of regular broadsides
in Myanmar’s state-backed media.

Since the coup, the Swiss diplomat had been
blocked by the generals from visiting the country,
where she had hoped to meet with former civilian
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Last week, state media
reported the junta had closed her office in the
country “since the activities of Ms Christine
Schraner Burgener have concluded”.

The junta said it  had no comment yet in
response to questions on whether it would allow
Heyzer to open an office, or whether it would let
her visit. Yesterday, a junta court again postponed
giving its ruling in Suu Kyi’s trial for illegally
importing and possessing walkie-talkies, deferring
the verdict to January 10. The Nobel laureate, 76,
faces a catalogue of charges that could see her
jailed for decades. — AFP

Generals refusing 
to engage with 

opponents

Tuesday, December 28, 2021

7
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

35 civilians killed and their bodies burned in an attack on Christmas Eve 

New UN Myanmar envoy says ‘deeply 
concerned’ by escalating violence 

JERUSALEM: File photo shows, United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) executive
director Noeleen Heyzer speaks in Jerusalem.
Noeleen Heyzer, the new United Nations special envoy
to Myanmar, yesterday said she was “deeply con-
cerned” by escalating violence in the country and
called for a New Year ceasefire between the military
and its opponents. — AFP

Philippines typhoon 
death toll rises to 
388: Government
MANILA: The death toll from one of the most
destructive typhoons to hit the Philippines in recent
years rose to 388 yesterday, the government said, as
disease outbreaks threatened some of the stricken
areas. Typhoon Rai struck the south and centre of
the Asian nation on December 16 and 17, toppling
power lines and trees and unleashing deadly floods
that also left hundreds of thousands homeless.

The civil defence office in Manila raised the
death toll from Rai to 388 with 60 others missing
and hundreds injured. Police previously put the
death toll at 375. Civil defence officials said more
than four million people were receiving typhoon aid
in 430 cities and towns where about 482,000 hous-
es were damaged or destroyed.

More than 300,000 people remain in evacuation
camps, with more than 200,000 others sheltering in
the homes of relatives or friends. Some survivors
have likened Typhoon Rai to Super Typhoon Haiyan,
which left 7,300 people dead or missing across the
central Philippines in 2013 and remains the coun-
try’s deadliest on record.

The archipelago gets hit by an average of 20
cyclones each year. As the government rushed to
bring food, water and clothing to devastated areas,
a new threat appeared in recent days with at least
140 people falling ill from suspected contaminated
water. Eighty people were taken ill with acute gas-

troenteritis in the southern province of Dinagat
Islands, while 54 people are being treated for diar-
rhoea in hospital on the neighbouring tourist island
of Siargao, health undersecretary Maria Rosario
Vergeire said.

The central city of Cebu reported 16 diarrhoea
cases, she told reporters. “We all know these areas

suffered water interruption. Some areas still have
tap water but pipes have been damaged and so
there is a possibility of contamination,” Vergeire
said. Vergeire said the typhoon also spoiled more
than 4,000 doses of coronavirus vaccines and dam-
aged 141 hospitals and clinics, only 30 of which have
resumed full operations. — AFP

SURIGAO CITY, Philippines: A family whose house was damaged, take shelter under a tree covered with iron
sheets along a highway in Surigao City, Surigao del Norte province, days after super Typhoon Rai devastated
the city. —AFP

Malaysia govt under 
fire over clean-up 
after deadly floods 
SHAH ALAM: Malaysia’s government was
under fire yesterday as residents accused it of
responding too slowly after the country’s worst
floods in years. Days of torrential rain caused
rivers to overflow last week, swamping cities,
forcing tens of thousands of people to flee
their homes. Damaged appliances and soaked
furniture were piled up on the streets and out-
side homes in flood-hit areas as residents and
volunteers continued a massive clean-up drive.
Many were frustrated with the authorities.

“I am angry. There is no assistance from the
government... We need cash to rebuild our
lives,” said Asniyati Ismail, who lives in a resi-
dential enclave in Shah Alam, the capital of
Selangor state. “There is mud everywhere,
everything has been destroyed,” she told AFP
as her two children helped her clean.

The mounds of rubbish left in the area after
the floods have also sparked fear of disease out-
breaks. Selangor, which encircles the Malaysian
capital Kuala Lumpur, was the state hit hardest
by the floods. Many in Shah Alam were left
stranded in their homes with barely any food for
days, before being evacuated on boats in a
chaotic rescue operation.

“The government has been absolutely slow
in the rescue mission,” resident Kartik Rao told
AFP. “And now they are slow in the clean-up
operation. Even after seven days, the rubbish in
this neighbourhood has not been cleaned up.”

Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob has admit-
ted “weaknesses” in the flood response, but has
pledged improvements in future. Malaysia is hit
by floods annually during the monsoon season,
from November to February, but the ones this
month were the worst since 2014. They have left
at least 48 people dead and five missing across
Malaysia, officials said. Global warming has been
linked to worsening floods. Because a warmer
atmosphere holds more water, climate change
increases the risk and intensity of flooding from
extreme rainfall. — AFP

Bangladesh arrests 
ferry owner after 
blaze that killed 39 
DHAKA: Bangladesh police yesterday arrested the
owner of an overcrowded ferry that caught fire and
killed at least 39 people last week, after investiga-
tors blamed the toll on a disregard for safety. The
blaze broke out in the middle of the night on Friday
when many of the ferry’s 700 passengers were
sleeping near the southern district of Barguna.

Survivors relayed harrowing stories of having to
jump into the Sugandha river from the three-storey
ferry, which was only designed to carry 420 people.
Most of the victims burnt to death while others
drowned in frigid waters while trying to escape.

Ferry owner Hum Jalal Sheikh was arrested yes-
terday, a police spokesman told reporters, a day
after a court issued an arrest warrant for eight peo-
ple including the captain and crew of the Obhijaan-
10. Marine police officer Mahbubur Rahman said
the vessel did not have adequate fire extinguishers
and buoys to face a major mid-river accident.

“We spoke to the survivors and they said the
driver of the ferry kept the vessel moving for nearly
an hour after its engine room caught fire,” he told
AFP. “Had they stopped the ferry and anchored
immediately, it could have saved all these valuable
lives.” Experts in Bangladesh blame poor mainte-
nance, lax safety standards at shipyards and over-
crowding for the South Asian nation’s frequent mar-
itime disasters. At least 21 people were killed in
August when a boat packed with passengers collid-
ed with a sand-laden cargo ship. —AFP

Trumpism without 
Trump: Republican 
playbook for 2022?
WASHINGTON: As US Republicans cheered
impressive gains in state elections in the fall, their
leader may not have been so delighted as he fol-
lowed the results from his fiefdom in southern
Florida. For the results of the gubernatorial races-
victory in leftward-trending Virginia and an unex-
pectedly narrow defeat in deeply Democratic New
Jersey-proved one thing beyond doubt:
Republicans can win without Donald Trump.

Whisper it, but five years after submitting
entirely to the will of its mercurial leader, and one
year ahead of the crucial midterm elections, the
Republican Party is tentatively picturing life after
Donald. “At this stage, he would be the frontrunner
if he chose to enter the 2024 presidential race,”
Matt Lacombe, an assistant professor of political
science at New York liberal arts school Barnard
College, told AFP.

“But it’s also very possible that coordination
among potential candidates and party officials...
would be sufficient to prevent him from pursuing or
succeeding in a second run.” After Trump secured
the Republican presidential nomination in May
2016, the party abandoned its policy platform at its
next two conventions, instead opting to simply
declare fealty to its rambunctious chieftain.

The consensus remains that all  paths to
Congress go through Mar-a-Lago-that to succeed
in Washington you had to kiss the ring in Palm
Beach, flattering Trump and his ultra-loyal base of
tens of millions of ardent devotees.

Republican politicians who fail to toe the line
know they risk a public dressing down and primary
challenge at best and death threats to their families
if his supporters were particularly inflamed.
“Despite losing his social media megaphone, his
endorsements still energize grassroots supporters,
drive donations, and in some cases clear away
competitors and force retirements,” Tommy
Goodwin, a Washington-based political consultant
and lobbyist, told AFP. 

Some prominent Republicans are seizing on the
recent governors’ races to call for a course correc-
tion, however, navigating around Trump and his
“big lie” that the 2020 election was stolen from him
by the Democrats.

In Virginia, Republican multimillionaire Glenn
Youngkin won by far exceeding Trump’s 2020
showing in the suburbs, especially among inde-
pendents and women. Trump immediately took
credit but in reality, Youngkin soft-pedaled the for-
mer reality TV star’s support and did all he could in
the final weeks to keep his high-profile endorser at
arm’s length. In New Jersey too, Republican Jack
Ciattarelli started out very pro-Trump, even speak-
ing at a “Stop the Steal” rally in 2020, but dis-
tanced himself from the ex-president during the
campaign proper.  

The suburbs are likely to be the key battle-
grounds again next year, when the stakes will be
control of the House of Representatives and Senate
and 36 governorships-yet Trump is far less popular
there than in the countryside. The takeaway for
many Republicans is that borrowing heavily from
Trump’s playbook while assiduously avoiding the
man himself could be the key. The former presi-
dent’s approval sank to an all-time low of 34 per-
cent after the January 6 insurrection, when thou-
sands of his supporters stormed the US Capitol to
stop lawmakers certifying Joe Biden’s victory.

Trump has since issued a number of statements
praising the insurrectionists and defending their
threats on the life of his vice president, Mike Pence.
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has urged
the 75-year-old real estate tycoon to stay out of the
midterms, telling reporters: “I do think we need to
be talking about the future, and not the past.”

Yet Rick Scott, the chairman of the Republicans’

Senate campaign committee for 2022, told NBC
any Republican would be “foolish” to reject
Trump’s endorsement-underlining the dilemma
Republicans face. “Donald Trump is where he
wants to be-the center of attention, a crying child
in the candy aisle of a packed grocery store,
demanding more soda while he throws bags of
candy bars at other children,” Peter Loge, an asso-
ciate professor at George Washington University,
told AFP. “It is difficult to imagine him demurring so
that others can have their turn in the spotlight.”

‘The past is never dead’ 
Trump’s bully pulpit isn’t what it was before

social media bans effectively curbed his day-to-
day influence and, in any case, his electoral secret
sauce was never as powerful as he claimed.
Republicans did fairly well down-ballot in 2020 —
keeping their Senate loss to the narrowest possible
margin and almost taking the House-but stumbled
at the presidential level.

And Trump is the first president since Herbert
Hoover nearly a century ago to lose the House, the
Senate and the White House during a single term.
“So far, Trump-endorsed candidates haven’t fared
particularly well,” said Sam Nelson, associate pro-
fessor and chair of the University of Toledo’s politi-
cal science department.

“While Republican primary candidates actively
seek his endorsement, valuable in Republican
races, that same endorsement can be somewhat
dangerous in a general election in that it motivates
Democrats to turn out to vote against the Trump-
supported candidate.”

Loge believes challengers who think they have
nothing to lose may emerge, alongside others con-
cerned about the future of the Republican Party
and the country. “The 2022 midterm elections will
also go a long way to determining Trump’s level of
support in 2024,” Loge told AFP.

“If Trump-backed candidates win primary and
general elections, Trump’s stock will go up. If
Trump-backed candidates lose primary and general
elections, Trump’s stock will go down.” But Trump
remains a hero to the millions of disaffected new
voters he brought to the Republican cause in 2016,
and is credited with remaking the federal judiciary
in the image of his right-wing backers. His deficit-
busting tax cuts remain popular among the working
classes, although they tilt increasingly toward the
mega-rich over the longer term. “William Faulkner
famously wrote ‘The past is never dead. It’s not
even past,’” Mark Bayer, a former chief of staff in
the Senate and the House, told AFP.  — AFP

WASHINGTON: File photo shows former US President
Donald Trump gestures next to Judge Amy Coney
Barrett on the Truman Balcony after she was sworn
in as a US Supreme Court Associate Justice. — AFP


