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Prince Harry and his wife Meghan - who have
children Archie, two, and Lili, six months,
together - recalled their meeting with the

South African clergyman during their visit to his
home country two years ago and praised his
“moral clarity and joyful spirit” in a touching mes-
sage after news broke he had passed away on

Boxing Day at the age of 90. Harry and Meghan
said in a statement: “Archbishop Tutu will be
remembered for his optimism, his moral clarity,
and his joyful spirit. He was an icon for racial jus-
tice and beloved across the world. “It was only
two years ago that he held our son, Archie, while
we were in South Africa - ‘Arch and The Arch’ he
had joked, his infectious laughter ringing through
the room, relaxing anyone in his presence. He
remained a friend and will be sorely missed by
all.” Their message followed a statement from
Queen Elizabeth, issued on behalf of the wider
royal family, that paid tribute to the anti-apartheid
campaigner.

The 30-year-old singer was
accompanied on piano by
Catherine when he per-

formed his track ‘For Those Who
Can’t Be Here’ for ‘Royal Carols:
Together At Christmas’ and after
the special program aired on ITV
on Christmas Eve, the song has
enjoyed a surge in popularity. He
told The Sun newspaper’s Bizarre
column: “It was so well received, I
probably owe her royalties now.
She sent me a letter thanking me
for the opportunity but it should
be me thanking her. “The song has
jumped 57 places in the charts. It
was a wonderful experience and
she was so warm. She made the
effort to thank all the musicians
but it was us who felt so grateful
to be part of something so spe-
cial.” Tom, who met the duchess at
a charity event for ‘Action on
Addiction’, where he performed
his single ‘Leave A Light On’,
praised the 39-year-old royal for
a “brilliant” performance but sug-
gested she was nervous before
recording the segment. He added:
“We met for a rehearsal before-
hand and I gave her a recording
of the track without the piano part
so she could practice. It was obvi-
ous she had taken the time to per-
fect it. She was brilliant. 

The ‘Saved By the Bell’ actor recently
popped the question to the 31-year-old
singer and the ‘Too Little Too Late’ hit-

maker - whose real name is Joanna Levesque -
couldn’t be happier to be sharing her life with
the “most thoughtful, creative, positive, hand-
some, strong, loving, uplifting human being”.
Alongside a series of professional photos and
videos from the proposal, JoJo excitedly
announced on Christmas Day: “Forever with
YOU? Sign me UP. Celebrating Christmas a
whole fiance!!! “The most thoughtful, creative,
positive, handsome, strong, loving, uplifting
human being asked me to marry him. So obvi-
ously I said YESSS!!! (sic)” JoJo revealed
Dexter had proposed on her birthday, 20
December, and they were joined by those clos-
est to them for the “epic” occasion. She added:
“Thank you for the most epic birthday surprise
ever. And for flying out my mom, your mom, and
both of our best friends to share in that incredi-
ble moment with us. You are one of one. LFG
@dexterdarden. (sic)” The 30-year-old actor
thanked his new fiancee in the comments.

The BBC Radio DJ and former
‘Top of the Pops’ presenter
passed away at the age of 66

on Christmas Day following a short
illness and current BBC Radio 1
breakfast host Greg James took to
social media to share his memories of
the broadcaster. He tweeted: “This is
so sad. A truly brilliant radio person.
She was so kind and sweet to me
when I was on earlies on R1 and she
was on R2 nights at the same time.
She picked the greats and got them in
session before other DJs had even
heard of them. She was such a laugh
as well (sic)” Janice was the first
woman to have her own daily show

on BBC Radio 1 and championed
artists such as Amy Winehouse, Adele
and Primal Scream before they
achieved chart success.
Charlatansfrontman Tim Burgess
tweeted: “Janice Long was a support-
er and mentor for so many bands. To
hear our records on her show was
always the biggest thrill - her enthu-
siasm and love shone through. One of
a kind. Safe travels, we’ll miss ya
(sic)” Peter Hook - from Joy Division
and New Order - added: “Such sad
news about Janice Long. She was
always a great friend and a great
supporter of our music. She was a
lovely lady to be around.”

The ‘Butter’ hitmakers returned to South Korea earlier this
month and tested negative for the virus at the time of
entering a compulsory 10-day period of quarantine, but

after feeling unwell over the weekend, RM, 27, and 29-year-old
Jin - who were both fully vaccinated in August - had PCR tests,
which came back positive. A statement from their management,
Big Hit Music, read: “After returning on Friday the 17th from the
United States following his personal schedule as part of his offi-

cial vacation period, RM immediately underwent PCR testing, was
found negative and entered into self-quarantine in his home as
mandated by COVID-19 control procedures. “However, he under-
went PCR testing [Saturday] before his scheduled release from
quarantine and was found to be positive for COVID-19. “Jin
returned to Korea and underwent PCR testing immediately after
his return and again before his release from self-quarantine, and
was found negative on both occasions.

The legendary Scottish comedi-
an has suffered from
Parkinson’s disease since 2013

but admits that he wants to do his
best for his children - Jamie, 52, and
Cara, 48, with his former partner Iris
Pressagh and Daisy, 37, Amy, 35, and
Scarlett, 33, with his wife Pamela
Stephenson. Speaking in the ITV
documentary, ‘Billy Connolly: My
Absolute Pleasure’, which aired on
Boxing Day, he said: “Parkinson’s dis-

ease has taken a lot from me. I can’t
play the banjo anymore. It’s just a
noise.  I can’t yodel anymore. I can’t
smoke cigars. It’s taken more and
more of what I like - it’s kind of
painful. “But you have to have a
Glasgow attitude and say, ‘Oh, you
think you’ve got me beat, try this for
size.’ I just deal with it. If I fall, I fall. “I
have to behave in a certain way so my
children don’t think I’m a dead loss
and so they don’t feel sorry for me.” 

The ‘Flood’ singer always speaks to his Take
That bandmates on December 25 but one year
his pal decided to pop over with his family -

and Gary and his wife Dawn couldn’t get them to
leave. Gary told heat magazine: “We talk every week
anyway but there’s very few people I speak to on
Christmas Day and Mark and Howard [Donald] are
two of them. “It’s funny, a couple of years ago, Mark
and his family popped round for a bit and ended up
staying until about midnight - until we kicked them
out!” The 50-year-old singer - who has children
Daniel, 20, Emily, 18, and 12-year-old Daisy with his
wife - likes to “relax” on Christmas Day and isn’t as
keen on playing games as the rest of his household.
He said: “My mum loves bingo and, as she’s over this
year, we’ll do that. “But I’m not one for board games
- they all like ‘Monopoly’ but it’s not for me. I just
want to relax. “We don’t really watch TV - we’ll do
the ‘Queen’s Speech’ and ‘Strictly Christmas Special’
but we like to watch a film in the evening.”


